Alma Rreuben turley

ALMA REUBEN TURLEY was born December 29, 1869 in Beaver,
Utah to ISAAC and SARAH GREENWOOD TURLEY. His ancestry has
been traced back to Birmingham, England, He was the fifth
child in a family of twelve children, eleven boys and one girl.

His family resided in Beaver, Utah until he was seven

years of age and then moved to Salt River at Lehi, Arizona

in answer to a missionary call, as did so many of the Arizona

ioneers. They moved to the Salt River Valley with the Dan-
Eel Jones Company and arrived at Lehi on March &, 1877. The
family lived in a tent and his mother, an extremely large
woman, suffered from the intense heat in the Lehi Valley, so
AIMA's father got permission to move his family to Northern
Arizona where the climate was cooler. In his life story ALMA
states, "My father then moved my mother and family in the
spring of 1878 to St. Joseph (now Joseph City) near the Little
Colorado River. We there lived the United Order. We stayed

there about one year, when my father moved his two families
to Snowflake."

It was while they lived in Joseph City that ALMA was
baptized on April 3, 1879 by Joseph Richards and confirmed
the same day by his father, ISAAC TURLEY.

His schooling began in Snowflake, Arizona. ALMA states,
"I never had the privilege of attending school but very lit-
tle, for I had to spend my time on the farm herding cattle
and horses, and my parents were on the move so much, pioneer-
ing new settlements." '

He also states, "In the aprin% of 1885, my father, my
mother and family moved to 0ld Mexico because of the perse-
cution that was made against polygamy.'" Colonization seemed
8o desirable in that country. ALMA stayed in Snowflake until
his fahter could return for them. They had a hard time moving
to Mexico. ALMA goes on to aaﬁ, "In the winter of 1886

father returned to our former home in Snowflake, taking me
along te drive our cattle and horses to 0ld Mexico. It was

a very hard trip moving them in the wintertime. When within
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a few days drive from our home, we received word that my
mother had died with a hemorrhage. I was left with a hireq
man to continue the rest of the way, driving the stock,
Father hastened on but got home only in time to meet the
Saints returning from her burial in the new cemetery, The
following fall of 1887 I returned to my old home, in company
with father Ralph Ramsay and family. I lived with my broth-
er THEODORE and family that winter and worked for Charles

L. Flake that spring and summer, tendin% his farm for awhile.
In the fall I wrnke& for William W. Willis." It was here
that he met his future wife, DELILAH JANE WILLIS, daughter
of William Wesley Willis and Gabrilla Stratton Willis.

ALMA writes: "In November (7), 1888, in company with
William R, Willis of Taylor and Hans Yorgensen, with their
wives, I started to Utah with DELILAH JANE WILLIS to be
married in the 5t. George Temple, traveling by team and wagon,
taking sixteen days. I had some difficult{ in ﬁetting a li-
cense because I was not twenty-one years old no parents
or guardian to give their consent, for the Government had
enacted some very strict laws for marrying in the Temple be-
cause of polygamy. But through the work of a good County
Attorney making out papers that I had no parents or guardian
in the United States, we were only detained one day. DELILAH
JANE WILLIS and I were married November 3, 1888 in the St,
George Temple by J. D. MecAllister. We made the round trip in
five weeks."

He goes on to say: "In 1890 I bought a eity lot, built
a two-room house on it, also a good barn and corral. We
lived there for ten years. I then bought a home and farm
in Woodruff, Arizona where I moved my family, my wife and
five children, having lost one child, a little blue-eyed
girl three years old., While we lived in Snowflake, I made
our living by freighting for the Government from Holbrook
to Fort Apache; I also did some farming. After moving to
Woodruff, we had a great deal of trnub%e by having the dams
go out on the Little Colorado River, through floods, which
caused a great deal of hard laber and hardships and many
privations for the necessities of life, "

Thelr move to Woodruff in 1900 teok them into a life
of hardship, trying to get a living from the soil without
any assurance that water would be available. Many years
passed before DELILAH became reconciled to living in Wood-
ruff. 5She longed to live in Snowflake with her people.
Thirteen healthy children were born to ALMA and DELILAH

TURLEY--g8ix sons and seven daughters., DELILAH was always
active in the Chureh.

ALMA was an excellent farmer and provided well for his
family. He loved good stock, cattle and horses particularly.
Besides freighting and farming, he also did some road con-
tractinﬁ. A man of shy and retiring nature, ALMA found it
difficult to take part in Church and social affairs. In
spite of this, he was honest in his dealings, loved the
BﬂBPE]'! and tﬂ-uEht his ﬂhildl‘&n to be hgnnrable men and womer .

One of his daughters writes about her father, ALMA: 'My
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Alma and Delilah Jane Turley father had
with (left to right) Hazel, Sarah, Wesley, faith in God
and (sitting) Rhoda. and lived ac-
cording to the
=, principles of
F\Tﬁ - the Gospel. As
g I remember, he
read daily the
scriptures, the
only reading I
remember him
doing. He was
a tithe payer,
attended his
meetings. He
kept the Sab-
bath Day and
we always had
family prayers
and blessing on
the food." She
also states:
"There was nev=
er any vulgarity
or profanity in
our home. He
was a %nnd pro-
vider for his
femily. I re-
member him rock-
g and singing to
hia babies in the
E‘J’E'l'l.lng
didn't sing a
variety of songs--
the one I re-
member him sing-
ing was 'Down by
the River's Ver-
dant Side.' He
was Never raggy
or dirty, and
he was regular
with his bathing,

and mother al-
ways kept all of our clothes in good repair. He was a par-

ent who had his children work along with him., His animals

were alwaya well cared for, and his garden and fields free
of weeds.

His daughter also writes: "A man in town was always
having black hay to haul and put in his barn because it got
wet with rain. This man said, 'If you want green hay to put
in your barn, watch AL TURLEY when he cuts his hay, he never
has black hay.' I never remember trﬂmpin black hay. Father
would get up two o'clock in the mcrninﬁ ter he had cut the
hay the day before and rake it up in piles. Then the next
morning he would get up at the same time while the dew was
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the hay and eock it ready for hauling. If a threatenip
ggorm ¢au§¢d him to haul the hay before it was dry enough
for storing, he would sprinkle salt on 1t in the barn,"

ALMA writes in his life story: "The first fall after
getting a dam in that was secure, my son Charles H. was
called on a mission to the Southern States, We were thankfu]
for him to get this call and always felt like we were greatly
blessed in keeping him in the mission field. On September
27, 1924 another son was called to take a mission to Nevada
in the California Mission. Tillman Willis was the second
one to go."

He continues to write: "I have always been of a very
quiet, reserved disposition, not caring to take part in
public affairs. I spent the winter of 1935-36 in Mesa doing
work for my dead kindred, doing endowment work for one hun-
dred fifty male names. I also did some sealings. My health

beginning to fail in 1932, caused from taking a heavy cold
settling in my lungs,"

His daughter, Jﬂﬂﬁlhina, writes about her father: 'In
my memory I see ALMA, my [ather, going through the shocks

of corn taking the ears of corn off the stalks and shelling
the corn into the nose bags of the horses for their eating.
He was a wonderful parcher of corn for our own eating. He

parched it in a frying pan on the fireplace coals."

ALMA records: "I was ordained a Deacon in December 1884
by John Kartchner, ordained an Elder October 19, 1888 by
Blshop John Hunt, set apart as ward teacher in the Snowflake
Ward, Snowflake Stake, 1899." Some of the other accomplish-
ments throughout his life were: he was set apart as Second
Counselor to Ezra Hatch in the Elder's Quorum in the Snow-
flake Stake by Jesse N. Smith, March 24, 1900; he was district
school trustee in Woodruff for three years; he also acted as
one of the members on the Board of the Woodruff Irrigation
Company. He helped to build and construct six dams in the
Little Colorado River, also a canal four miles down the river

from the last dam built in Silver Creek, above where the two
rivers join together.

ALMA REUBEN TURLEY died in Woodruff, Arizona on March
15, 1938 from pneumenia, laaving a wife, nine children=--four
boys and five girls, all married, with families. He had at
that time fifty-seven grandchildren and five great grand-
children. His posterity has grown a great deal since then.

Tillman tells this about his father: "While father was
on the Woodruff Irrigation Board, the company had to borrow
money from the Merchants and Stockgrowers Bank in Holbrook.
The men all signed the papers except father. He did not-want
to go inte debt. When the President of the bank did not find
father's name on it, he said, 'I will not make a loan without
AL TURLEY's name on it,' President Samuel Smith of the Snow-
flake Stake, with others, came to talk with father. When
President Smith asked him to sign, he did. It was said at
his funeral, 'AL TURLEY was an onest man.' I never did hear
him tell a smutty story in my 35 years around him."
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The following is a life sketch of DELILAH JANE WILLIS TURLEY
written by Delilah Willis Turlev:

I was born January 28, 1871 in Virgin City, Utah (some-
times called "Pocketville' because of the surrounding coun=

try.) My parents were William Wesley Willis and Gabrilla
Stratton.

In the fall of 1877 my parents went to the St. George
Temple to receive their endowments and to have their five
children sealed to them. Two of these children had died
in infancy. My parents were blessed with fourteen children.
Soon after, my parents, some of m{ mother's people, the
George Gardner gamily and others left for Arizona. This
journey was beﬁun in January, and the weather was most cold
and disagreeable, When we arrived at Brigham City it was
decided to leave the family here for the remainder of the
winter. The people here were living the United Order. My
father did not remain here for very lanﬁ. He and his brother,
John Henry Willis, continued to drive their cattle on to the
Tonto Basin,

A short time after we were in Brigham City a family moved
in with a child who had died with diphtheria. My two little
brothers were exposed to the disease and died within two
weeks, I did not take the disease but several children in the
neighborhood died with it. Mother was left to bury her two
little boys alone as it was impossible to get word to father
who had gone on to the Tonto Basin., This left mother with
one child out of her five. 1In the Spring, father returned
and moved his family to the Tonto Basin, We lived here du-
ring the summer. The men had to go to Camp Verde for all
our groceries and supplies. Father had quite a lot of flour
stored in the mud and log hut we were living in.

161



One morning when father awoke he saw a large blue racer
anake hanging down from the pole rafters over my bed. He
jumped and yelled which caused the racer to draw itself up apg
get away. We were most frightened at the time. There were
so many blue racers and rattlesnakes here. It was most
beautiful here in the summer. The Tonto Creek ran so eclear
and there were many fish to be seen swimming in the clear

pools.

The fall of 1878 we moved back to Brigham City., I re-
member going up to the Mormon Dairy, which was south of the
railroad town of Flagstaff; hoever, there was no railroad
here at the time. Most all transportation was done by ox
team.

When we got to Brigham City my father went on into Utah
were he got work at a place called Seeman's Sawmill. My
mother and I followed him a short time after. We lived in
Johnson, Utah most of the time for a year, when father de-
cided to return to Arizona. We arrived in the fall of 1879.
While on the way after crnsaing the Colorado River by way
of Lee's Ferry and about a day's drive out, we overtook Wil-
liam J. Flake and his wife, Lucy, with some men driving the
herd of cattle from Beaver City to pay for the Snﬂwfla%e
Valley Brother Flake had purchased %rnm Mr. Stinson. We
were most happy te join with these friends.

My parents got out of the wagon to walk along with thes:
good people and to visit., Mother had my baby sister, Mary ir
her arms and I was left in the wagon. Walking along visitin:
and paying little attention to the road or wagons, a wheel of
the wagon in which I was riding hit a deep rut and turned
the wagon completely upside down, the wheels spinning around
in the air. My parents were very much frightened. Mother
was jumping up and down, crying, thinking I was killed, but
when the wagon was righted I erawled out without a seratch
or hurt of any kind. This seemed a miracle because I was
sittinﬁ between two large chests, one a tool chest, the other
a clothes chest.

We traveled the remainder of the way with the Flake
family, also a Brother and Sister Paul Smith. We settled
in the town of Snowflake. I attended the district school.
The Academy commenced the fall of 1888,

I wae married November 3, 1888 to ALMA RUBEN TURLEY.
We traveled by team to the St. George Temple., This made
five times I went over Lee's Backbone and crossed the Big
Colorado River by ferry boat, At this time the Church was
under a heavy ban for marrying couples. We were both under
age 80 could not obtain a marriage license. My husband's
mother was dead and his father was living in D{d Mexico. We
had to go through quite a routine to get papers made out be-
fore we could be married. We thought for a time we would
have to go back aecross the line into Arizona to have a civil
ceremony ﬂerfnrmed. We were sixteen days on our way to the
Temple, e traveled in company with two other young couples,
who also were going to be married.
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My husband bought us a house in Snowflake where we
lived until the year 1900. Five of our children were born
there. We then moved to the little town of Woodruff. Here
we had a hard struggle to keep up the financlal part as we
depended on our farm for a living. The people were constant-
ly harassed with dams going out in the Little Colorado River.

I have nine living children out of a family of thir-
teen. We tried to give our children a high school education.
We would have to send them to Snowflake to school. The last
four children graduated from the Academy and high school in
Snowflake. Al% have their companions and own their own homes.
We have had two sons go on missions as well as a short-term
mission. One daughter completed a two year college course
and is teachin% school. We have sixty-three grandchildren
(now a total of 75--1959), and eleven great grandchildren.

- I am very proud and thankful for my family. There is not
one erippled or deformed one and all have their normal facul-
ties.

I commenced working in the Relief Society when just a
girl, tending babies, running errands, etc. At one time a
president of the Relief Society told me some day I would be-
come a president of the Relief Society. This was true as I
was a president for seven years and was a counselor for five
years before being made president. I have enjoyed working
in the Sunday Scheol. I have been teacher of different
classes since soon after I was married. I have also had the
privilege of working in the YWMIA.

I am well and spending my winters working in the Arizona
Temple. This is a great joy to me as my patriarchal bles-
sing told me I should spend the latter part of my life working
in the House of the Lord. My husband passed away on March
15, 1938. We were able to spend one winter together working
in the Temple before he was called away.

I enjoy my life, my family and friends, and above all,
my membership in the Church.

DELILAH JANE WILLIS TURLEY died September 26, 1946 at
her little home in Woodruff. She was found dead in her bed
by her grandchildren, Clinton and Erlene Kartchner, when they
went to take her some freshly churned butter for her break-
fast. She had been to visit her two daughters and two sons
and her friends, Brother and Sister Q. R. Gardner, the day
before. She had attended a show that night. She had suf-
fered some with heart trouble, but none of us realized the
seriousness of it, and mother never complained or let any

one know how she felt, other than "All right.' She was
buried in the Woodruff Cemetery along the side of her husband,
Children of ALMA REUBEN AND DELILAH WILLIS TURLEY:

Hazel Turley Heward

Isaac Wesley Turle
Rhoda Turley Brinkerhoff
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Sarah Turley, 1895-1898

Josephine Turley Hateh
Cﬁargtﬂ Herman %ﬁrIc
man s Turle

eora rley Rartchner

Alma Turley, Oct. 30, 1907, died same day. (twin)
Belilah Turley, Oet. 30, 1907, died same day. (twin)

allace Mar Turle
Martha Turley ﬁeW%tt

Joseph Chester Turley, 1913-1914

Alma Reuben Turley
and sons

Alma Reuben
Turley
and
family
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