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Dear Readers: 

October 2007 

You have received this newsletter because you are a descendent of Theodore Turley and because we 
have your address. Please look at the address label on the back page. If you are a paid subscriber, after 
the word renew there is a date indicating when you should renew your $10 annual dues. If there is a 
blank after renew or if the date of renewal has expired, the newsletter is being sent as a courtesy to 
reach out to as many people as possible. If you would like to continue receiving the newsletter and 
support the Theodore Turley Family Organization, please send $10 to: Mark E. Turley 703 Santa Fe 
Dr. Vancouver, WA 98661 360 695-3549 met.mark@gmail.com You can use Paypal by going to 
www.turleyfamily.org The name at the end of the renew line indicates your family line. If there is no 
name we do not know your line. Refer to back page and select your family line when you renew your 
subscription. 



Editors Comments 

You will note 
that there is no 
President's Mes
sage because 
there is no presi
dent of the Theo
dore Turley 
Family Organi
zation. Two
years ago the

·-

-

seven children of Lawrence Edward Turley
assumed the leadership of the Family Organi
zation. Since January 2006 we have func
tioned as a "committee of seven" with a News
letter Editor/Business Manager and others con
tributing to data collection and newsletter arti
cles. This arrangement has been challenging
because the seven siblings reside in 6 different
states and don't meet very often.

On page 15 there is a notice of the Family 
Representatives meeting on July 7, 2008 in 
Salt Lake City. At that meeting one of the 
topics will be the need for more leadership in-
put from Turley descendants. 

A Generational Challenge. 

The Theodore Turley Family Organization 
faces a major challenge because we are 
quickly losing the 4th generation. 

Theodore-Isaac-/ 5 Chifdren-97 Gra11dchildre11. 

The 4th generation are Isaac's Grandchildren. 
There are very few of them left and the next 

generation is 50-80 years of age. The other 
family lines from Theodore experience the 
same problem. 
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You will notice in the Obituary section the 
passing of two of these stalwarts : 

Jay Freeman Turley 
George Lake Turley 

When Joseph helped the Children of Israel set
tle and prosper in Egypt, after a few genera
tions, "There arose a Pharaoh who knew not 
Joseph". (Ex. 1 :8) Are we getting prosperous 
and complacent to the point where we will 
have a generation "Who knew not Theodore"? 

f. 

-·
-----

I hope not! We need to have some brave 
souls from the 5th or 6th generation step for
ward and proudly carry the banner of the 
Theodore Turley Family Organization. 

The computer age now allows more younger 
people to become involved in Family History 
activities. We need to encourage more of the 
younger generations to learn more about their 
ancestral heritage .. 

Family Organization Goals: 

l. Keep the welding link between the fathers
and the children.



2. Keep active Family Representatives work
ing on data collection projects.

3. Revise the 1978 Red Turley Book with up
dated descendant information.

4. Keep communication ongoing with the
newsletter and internet.

www.turleyfamily.org 
www.turley-eyring.org 

5. Plan for future large regional reunions.

Family Representatives 

Of the 19 family lines coming from Theodore 
we have some very active family representa
tives, some inactive and some without any· 
contacts. These family representatives are the 
lifeblood of the organization and will provide 
the help and assistance to revise the 1978 
Red Turley Book. 

Addresses for Newsletter 

By mailing the newsletter with I st class post
age we have reduced the undelivered pieces 
from 80 down to about a dozen. The mailing 
list now numbers almost 600 and is growing. 
We encourage family members to submit ad
dresses for anyone that could enjoy receiving 
news of the Turley family. 
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Membership Dues 

The membership dues of$10 per family con
tinue to come in on a regular basis with many 
older family members paying for all of their 
children and grandchildren. 

What a great family gift! 

We also receive some generous donations that 
far exceed the basic $10 fee. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Hyrum Reunion 

The Hyrum Reunion held on October 13th in 
Gilbert, Arizona was a tremendous success. 
(see article p. 4) 
I hope the reunion report will encourage more 
of you to plan and carry out these kinds of ac
tivities. When I attended this event as a "non
Hyrum visitor", even though I knew practi
cally no one there, it was exciting to see 200+ 
people converging and getting re-acquainted. 

Future Reunions: 

Lawrence Edward Turley Family 

Paradise, Utah 
July 3-5. 2008 

Contact: 
Louise Hess (435) 723-7594 

For other family reunions, let us know and we 
will put the details in the next newsletter 



Hyrum Turley Family Reunion 

Gilbert, Arizona 

October 13, 2007 

This family reunion has been in the works for 
over a year now, and has finally come to frui
tion. We had people come from places as far 
away as the US Virgin Islands, and from many 
other states in?luding Washington, Hawaii, 
Colorado, Utah, and Texas as well as many 
cities and towns in Arizona. 

We were thrilled at the turnout, we filled the 
church Cultural hall beyond our seating capac
ity and had it not been for the activities -for the 
kids going on outside and in the Primary, and 
Young Women's rooms, there would not have 
been near enough chairs to seat everyone! As 
it was it all worked out well, even during lunch 
with a long line waiting for food while those at 
the head of the line were able to eat first and as 
the kids finished, off they went to play the or
ganized games and activities leaving room for 
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those coming through the line to then have 
places to sit and eat. 

With the lunch, we worried that as a potluck 
that perhaps we would not have enough food, 
but the "miracle of the Pot-Luck" held and we 
had more than enough food! 





Before I go any further, I would like to thank 

Mark Turley who drove down from Vancouver 
Washington to attend this reunion with us. He 
made a presentation to the group about some 
of the events going on in the Theodore Turley 
Family organization especially the effort to 
update the "Descendents of Theodore Turley 
book". I would also like to thank my Co

Chair Valarie Walker who gently nudged me 
into assisting in this wonderful undertaking. 
Special thanks also goes to her extended fam
ily for taking charge of the Luncheon Setup 
and Takedown, their efforts were not lost on 
me. There were so many people who also took 
charge of kids games and activities and taking 
of photographs, making signs etc. 

The list goes on and on. It was truly amazing 
to see it all come together. I hope that all of 
those who attended feel rewarded for having 

come! 

Since this is in the Theodore Turley Family 

Newsletter, I should clarify that 

Isaac Turley was the g th child of 10 chil
dren born to Theodore Turley and 

Frances Amelia Kimberley 

Hyrum Turley was the 8 th of 12 children of 

Isaac Turley and Sarah Greenwood. 

The Hyrum Turley Family Reunion was fo
cused on the descendents of Hyrum and Pearl 
Turley, they had 12 children, a 
typical fanners family. When 
the idea of holding this reun

ion was first proposed by my 
cousin Valarie Walker, I was 
unaware that Turley reunions 
in times past had been held as 
Theodore Turley Reunions and 
that Mark Turley's father Law
rence Turley was one of those 
instrumental in organizing the 
first family reunion back in the 

50's. 

With Valarie and I being latecomers in the 
family tree, we were unaware of this tradition, 
and so we focused on who we knew, and 

planned for 
a more lim
ited reun
ion, one we 
felt we 
could man

age. 
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Hvrum & Pearl Sevev Turlev�� C/zildre11 

Hyrum Venice (Never married) 

Ivan (Maude Brady) 

Thelka Pearl (George Crandell) 

Lela Melinda (Clifford Ta11ne1) 

Blanche Sophia ((William Tanner) 

Floyd (Olive Kemp) 

George (Pearl Gardene1) 

Marion (June Clark) 

Melvin Sevey (Margorie Gardne,) 

Edgar Wayne (i\1a,y Pearl Kutch} 

Nedra (Willard Otto lee) 

Phebe (Briglu1111 Young Peterson) 



Hyrum Reunion Continued - - -

Towards the middle of the Reunion, we took a 
group shot of all those who attended. The only 
way we could get the entire group into the 
photo was to hold it in the retention basin at 
the front of the church where we could stand 
on the upslope towards the building the pho
tographer standing on the opposite side of the 
basin so that everyone could be seen. 

It worked out well, and we were able to get 
everyone into the photo. We then reconvened 
in the building and took family group photos 
of each of the descendent families of the 12 
Children of Hyrum and Pearl. 

All except 3 of the Children were repre
sented. The oldest child died tragically in a 
road construction accident and had no chil
dren, and another son also died in an automo
bile accident in his early 20's having only l 
child. 

These account for 2 families not represented, 
and then aunt Blanch Turley's family was also 
not represented. NOTE: All of these children 
except one have passed away. 

The only remaining daughter of Hyrum and 
Pearl, aunt Phoebe Turley Peterson was in 
attendance. Aunt Phoebe and Uncle Brig 

(Brigham Young Peterson) celebrated their 

70th wedding anniversary this year!!! Con
gratulations Uncle Brig and Aunt Phoebe! 

My 10-year-old son Daniel came up to me as 
we were cleaning up the Cultural hall and 
said: "Dad this was the best Reunion I have 
ever been to, I had a blast. Look what I 
won!" He then showed me a hula-hoop, and 
large bouncing balloon one with an attached 
rubber band, and a bag of candy that he had 
won in some of the games that he had partici
pated in. I was thrilled; I thought we must 

have done something right! 
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On a personal note, I had been looking 
for the original photograph shown here. 

In the small print, it may look like it is a 
good quality photo, but I had scanned it 
out of the Theodore Turley 
Book, and it is VERY grainy. I 
had noted that the photograph 
was submitted by Lela Turley 

Tanner, and so at this reunion 
as we called for an introduction 
of each of the Children's de
scendents, when I came to the 
Lela Turley Tanner family, I 
held my breath and sure enough 
we had 2 representatives of 
Lela's family, Eva Tanner, and 
her daughter Susan Goodman who had 
flown down from Cedar City Utah to 
attend. I was thrilled and as I was able 
to speak to her later, I found that indeed 
she thought she knew who had the pho
tograph, and I now have her phone 
number and it is within reach. These 
precious pieces of the past are so much 
a part of who we are. I would encour
age any and all of you to look around 
and take time to scan and preserver your 

Editors Note: 

Hyrum and Pearl Turley 

Family Photo 

Woodruff Arizona 
1920 

heritage so that it does not slip away, 
and then to share with all your families 
those things that you collect. What a 
joy I feel as I look back on what was 

done. It is truly a blessing to me. 
Thanks to all that made this reunion a 
possibility and a success. 

Richard 0. Lee 

We are trying to locate any of the original photos used in the 
1978 Turley Red Book and we are also looking for any old photos 
of the past generations especially group family photos. 

Contact: 

Mark Turley 

360 695-3549 
met.mark@gmail.com 
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Family 

'Tradition' 

• STEVEN LANl:/TheCoonrblan 

Clockwise from top left, Mark, 70; Jaime 14; Mike, 40; Pam, 38; Jaydn, 10; Jaela, 7; 
and Janell Turley, 16, get Into costume for their roles In "Addler on the Roof." The 

Turteys relate to the Jewish villagers at the heart of the musical because rellglon Is 
Important to this close-knit Mormon family, too. 

10 

Eight 

Turieys 

help bring 

'Fiddler on 

the oof 

to· he 

stage 

If you go 
11 What: "Fiddler on the Roof.' 

■ When: 7 p.m. Aug. 30, 31, Sept. 1, 
7, 8 and 15, 1 p.m. Sop!. 8 and 15 and 
3 p.m. Sept. 16. 

■ Where: Mountain View High 
School, 1500 S.E. Blalrmonl Drive, 
Vancower. 

■ Cost: s12 general admission, S10 
seniors and youth under 12 years 
ol age, available al the door or at
newb(ueoarror com,

■ Information: 3so-s9s.11ss. 



Headlines in the Life Section of 

the Vancouver Columbian. 

<-------' 
Family relationships are at the heart of 
"Fiddler on the Roof," the story of a Jewish 
villager named Tevye who is trying to uphold 
tradition while protecting his children. 

That theme resonates with the Turley's of Van
couver. Seven Turley' s from three generations 
make up almost a quarter of the 32-member 
cast, with another in the crew of the production 
of "Fiddler on the Roof." 

Much of the musical's story revolves around 
Tevye's and his wife Golde's struggle to let go 
of their five daughters as they grow up. 

Though the show is set in tum-of-the century 
Russia, it touches in universal themes Pam and 

Mike Turley can relate to as their oldest 
daughter, 16-year old Janell, is about to begin 
her senior year at Vancouver School of Arts 
and Academics. 

"Now with teenage girls, watching it has taken 
on a whole different meaning." said Pam 

Turley, 38, a stay-at-home mom. "Watching 
Tevye , you see yourself out there. You want 
to instill traditions , but they are going to do 
what they want to do, so you hope you've 
taught them right." 

This time next year, Janell will be heading to 
college out of state, so the Turley' s figured this 
was their last chance to participate in commu
nity theater as a family. 

Pam is used to watching her kids on stage, but 
is unaccustomed to sharing the spotlight her
self. She's making her acting debut as Bela, 
wife of bookseller Avram, played by real life 
spouse Mike. 

Mike Turley, 40, a music teacher in Portland's 
Reynolds School District, hasn't acted since 
high school. His father, Mark Turley, is dust
ing off theatrical chops he hasn't used in 30 
years to play the Constable. 

While two of his sisters, Janell and Jaime play 
Russian soldiers, J aydn, 10, has a role more 
true to life. He is cast as Isaac, son of Mike's 
and Pam's characters. 

The youngest Turley, 7 year-old Jaela, will 
portray Bielke, the fifth child of patriarch 

Tevye. 

Rachael Turley, 15, of Vancouver, Mark's 
granddaughter and Mike's niece, is also in
volved, behind the scenes as prop mistress. 

Though they've spent at least 12 hours a week 
in rehearsals since July, the Turley's also like 
to use their downtime rehearsing "Fiddler on 
the Roof' songs. 

"We'll get in the car and go somewhere and 
someone will sing a line, and we' 11 sing the 
whole thing without a CD, Pam Turley said. 

Though the show is packed with such well
known tunes as "Sunrise, Sunset," "Tradition" 
and "Matchmaker," Mike Turley most enjoys 

Tevye's "IfI Were a Rich Man ." 

"I love to hear Tevye try to be a rich man. I 
really like his conversations with God. He 
says, "If riches be a curse, strike me, and may I 
never recover!" 

The traditions and trials of life play a very im
portant part in this extended Mormon family. 

Submitted by: Mark Turley 
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Temple Trip in Europe 

Submitted by Marie Dugger 

(Lawrence-Edward-Isaac) 

This July my husband Jim and I took a trip that 
we had been planning for quite some time. We 
flew to Amsterdam, Holland, rented a car and 
with a map of Europe drove off to see Europe 
by way of five temples. 

Freiburg, Germany 

We were able to spend 4 days in Holland visit
ing all of the cities my husband had served in 
during his mission to the Netherlands. 

Europe is beautiful in the summer. I was 
We visited temples in: The Hague Nether- amazed at the profusion of flowers 

lands; Madrid Spain; Bern Switzerland; Frank- everywhere. 
furt Gennany; and Freiburg Gem1any. 

After two weeks in Europe we flew to London, 
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rented a car and with another map set off 

to visit the temples in London and Preston 
England. We were able to visit old friends and 
all of the places we lived when Jim worked for 
the church as Construction Supervisor for 
the British Isles in 1975-78. 

Stafford Prison 

As we headed north to the Preston area we 
stopped in Stafford and took pictures of the 
prison where Theodore Turley spent several 
months until the authorities were able to 
straighten everything out and he was released. 

We drove on to Airton, Yorkshire to visit the 
birthplace of my paternal great great
grandmother, Mary Ann TomJinson. I walked 
the paths of this small village of only a handful 
of cottages trying to imagine what life there 
would have been like 170 years ago. 

Our last few days in England and Scotland 
were spent with a few family group records in 

hand trying to locate many places that no 

longer exist or have been amalgamated into 

larger cities. Walking through cemeteries 

was a delightful yet sobering experience. I 

realized as I never had before that there is a 
story behind every name: a love story, 

marriage, childbirth, illness, death of loved 
ones, laughter and good times, and adversity 

we can only imagine. These people belong to 
each one of us and we will meet them 

someday. Many of them found the gospel in 
life and they have those treasured blessings. 

Many are still waiting for those same bless
ings. My trip gave me a new perspective on 

my life and theirs. 

We both work in the Mesa Temple. I work 
part time in the office every morning and Jim 

is serving as a sealer two or three mornings a 
week. We enjoy the temple so much that 

we bought a house across the street. We can 

say as it does in Mosiah, "that they pitched 

their tents with the doors facing the tem

ple." 

13 



Family Representatives Roster 

The key to achieving the goals of the Theodore Turley Family Organization lies in the hands or 
laps of the individual family representatives. Listed below are the 19 family lines(/ or 2 gen

erations from Theodore) with a listing of the current status of the family representative. 
We have personally contacted by mail 16 of these representatives and received varied responses 
from some. There are 5 lines where we have no active name to contact. We eventually need to 
find someone in each of these families willing to help. 

We will list the names, their location and degree of response to our requests for assistance. 
Note that to protect their privacy, no addresses are listed. If you need to contact them let me 
know and I will make the connection. met.mark@gmail.com 

I will make a strong plea-we need someone from each of these families to step forward and 
help us with the family goals. If you know these people or want to get involved please let us 

know. 

Family Current Rep Location Status 

Theodore Wilford Wanda Smith Mesa Very Active 

Alma Ruben Annette Raley Glendale Very Active 

Joseph Hartley Nina Adair Eagar Inactive 

Hyrum Richard Lee Gilbert Very Active 

Geor·ge Albert Tami Thompson Sigurd Active 

John Andrew Susan Hanes Woodland, WA ? 

Edward Franklin Marie Dugger Mesa Very Active 

Esther Turley McClellen Claudette Jones Mesa Very Active 

Francis Turley Romney Ted Pyper New York ? 

Ernest Tony Turley Rexburg, ID Very Active 

Isaac Jr. Marc Hawes Boise ? 

Anna Priscillia Van Wagoner Janice Hathaway Provo Active 

Maxine Powell Lehi Active 

Clara Ellen Turley Walser Julian Breillatt Chicago Inactive 

Charles Dennis Nancy Eldredge Algodones, NM Very active 

Charlotte Turley Bushman Ann Lewis Orem Very Active 

Mary Ann Cook Mary Reed Glendale, CA ? 

William Henry Turley None 

Priscilla Rebecca Lyman None 

14 



Red Turley Book Revision 

The main project of the Theodore Turley Family Organization is to update and revise the Red Turley book 
which was published in 1978. 

The 1978 "Red Book" was a monumental effort but it is time to produce an updated edition utilizing 
current P AF and similar computer technology. Common people can accomplish uncommon goals. 

There are 19 potential family lines coming from Theodore. Of these potential lines we have some current 
active family line representatives who are listed. If you are from one of those lines and have data to 
contribute please contact the family representative. 

We need to have each of the family representatives start with their assigned ancestor, identify all of the 
children, all of the grandchildren, then all of the great-grandchildren, etc. This would include spouses and 
birthdates. By using PAF or similar genealogical software producing a GEDCOM file, all of this data 
would be prepared on a common format, which can then be merged together to fonnat a very attractive 
book. Starting out from scratch can be a tough job, but eventually it all falls together and is made easy by 
assigning parts out to appropriate people. You will find that most of this has already been done just 
waiting for someone to pull it all together. We would like to compile the data during 2008 with the 
possibility of having a completed book ready for publication summer 2009 along with a large Theodore 
Turley Family Reunion. 

\.__, Family Representatives Meeting: 

When: 
Where: 
Who: 
What: 

July 7th 2008 
Salt Lake City LOS Church History Archives 
Hosted by Richard E. Turley Jr. Managing Director 
Planning Strategy & examining rare documents related to Theodore Turley 

This meeting will be a major step in meeting the goals of the Theodore Turley Family Organization and 
keeping the legacy of Theodore Turley alive and active for generations in the future. 

Where do you fit? How can you help? 

Because you are part of one of these family lines you need to contact the representative with your family 
infonnation so they can merge your info with that of the family line. As you can see from the list there are 
a number of lines without any representatives. If you have any information on these lines or if you have an 
interest in them please let us know. (met.mark@gmail.com) 

We have had a good response from these families: Theodore Wilford, Alma Ruben, Hyrum, Edward 

Franklin, Esther McClellen, Ernest, Charlotte Bushman. 

We need to hear from the others. 

Privacy note: For living persons, the only information that you are sharing is name and birth date. Any 
email or regular address Listed in this newsletter will be done only with the permission of the individuals. 



Theodore Turley: A Biography 

Richard E. Turley, Jr. 

(Continued) 

[This is another in a continuing series of newsletter articles that together will make up the first 

rough draft of a biography of Theodore Turley. The draft will undergo considerable revision 
before being published in book form. I invite all family members to read it critically, make sug

gestions, and offer additional information for possible inclusion. Please send all comments and 
information to me at 2914 West Ivory Way, West Jordan, Utah 84084, or feel free to e-mail me 
at returley@byu.net.] 

34 "Sickness, Vomiting, Groaning and Bad Smells" 

Not long after the steamer tugged the North America into the open sea, the ship's mate climbed 
down into the steerage area between decks where Theodore Turley and two hundred America
bound Latter-day Saints were crowded with their trunks, boxes, and other baggage. The mate 
"ordered all boxes fast as they expected a good rocking that night", recorded Theodore's assis
tant, William Clayton., 

"All was even" so, Clayton wrote. "The wind blew hard[,] the vessel rock[ ed,] and many were 
sick all night." The English Saints were largely, if not entirely, landlubbers, folks unaccustomed 
to life at sea. The continual rocking and pitching of the ship brought on seasickness with a 
vengeance. "This was a new scene", Clayton said. "Such sickness, vomiting, groaning and bad 
smells I never witnessed before". The scent of sickness added to" the closeness of the b[ e ]rths 
almost suffocated us for want of air. "2

Church leaders and the English Saints had scraped to get enough money to send the group to 
America.J The steerage passage that they booked lacked the fine, separate cabins and good 
food that first-class passengers enjoyed. Instead, Theodore and the passengers under his leader
ship were crammed together sardine-like in a tight space between the ships upper and lower 

decks. 

After studying Theodore's trip and many others, Mormon immigration historian Conway Sonne 
described the experience of traveling in steerage passage. The space between decks, he wrote, 
"was a confined area with tiered bunks ranged along each side. A ladder or steep stairs provided 
the only exit, and during storms the quarters were hatched down to prevent water from flooding 
the hold. The only light came from a few lamps hanging in strategic locations and shedding a 
dim yellow glow. The only sanitary facilities were buckets or chamber pots ... . [D]uring severe 
storms sometimes lasting for days steerage passengers were hatched down and could not get to 

the deck".4 
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Fortunately, the morning of Wednesday, September 9, "was a little more calm", and Theodore 
"ordered all the company on deck to wash". Standing on the deck as the boat rocked on the 
waves, the Saints "had a pleasant view of the North oflreland as we sailed on that side", Clay
ton wrote. But the wind picked up in the afternoon and "blew a gale until Saturday morning", 
September 12. "I was in bed nearly all this time", Clayton observed, and so was many of the 
company. "Elder Turley was sick a little" .5 Theodore had more experience crossing the ocean 
than the overwhelming majority of other passengers, and thus better sea legs. 

During the three-day gale when most of the Saints were ill and many lay in bed, those who were 
not sick attended to their needs and helped maintain order and cleanliness the best they could. 
But it was still an awful experience. Despite the best efforts of captain and crew, the ship drifted 
northward. "I have been told that we were in two whirlpools near to a rock and the captain ex
pecting us to be dashed against it", Clayton wrote. "We was in great danger but the Lord deliv
ered us" .6 

To keep the ship from being blown backward, the sailing crew decided to" reef' the sails, 

meaning to lower, roll up, or tie down the canvass sheets to keep the wind from catching them. 
During the storm on Thursday night, the crew managed to reef "all the sails except about 4 and 
were endeavoring to Reef these" when "there came a gust of wind that took away 3 of the 
sails", including one of the main sails. On Friday night, the ship "lost another sail and some of 

the blocks."1 

Despite the near-suffocation of steerage passage, it proved in some ways a blessing dur
ing the storm. Unlike the sailors and the people in first-class cabins, the steerage passengers did 
not have easy access to the upper deck or a view of the sea and thus were sometimes unaware of 
the danger the ship was in. Still, the sound of the waves crashing against the hull, the wind 
howling, and the timbers of the ship creaking under pressure could be harrowing. 

"On Friday night", Clayton wrote, "a little girl belonging to a family in the second [class] cabin 
was frightened by the storm and lost her reason." Yet the Saints in steerage generally remained 
calm. "The company were composed," Clayton explained, "but we were ignorant of our dan

ger." 

Finally, on Saturday, September 12, the gale "somewhat abated," and the company's spirits be
gan "to brighten a little." Then on Sunday morning, the voyage experienced its first death: the 
little girl in second class who had lost her senses on Friday night. She was not a member of 

Theodore's company, but the death of a child must still have sobered all on board.9 

Captain Alfred B. Lowber invited Theodore to preach a sermon in the latter part of the day. Be
sides being the Sabbath, the day was likely one of mourning for the passing of the little girl. 
Theodore chose as his text the first chapter of the book of John in the New Testament, a chapter 
that speaks of God, creation, light, darkness, and the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

Theodore preached for about forty-five minutes.10 
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On Monday, Captain Lowber again called on Theodore, this time to "read the burial service" 
for the little girl. After Theodore finished, "the body of the child was committed to the deep."11 
Sailing ships had no way to preserve bodies for later burial on land, making sea burials a neces
sity. But the thoughts of sending a loved one's remains overboard to sink in the sea and be de
voured by sharks or other ocean creatures could bring agony to those left behind. 

As the appointed leader of the two hundred emigrating Saints and the recognized spiri
tual leader of the ship, Theodore bore a heavy weight of responsibility. He had held up well un
der the stress of the first week of the voyage. But the worst was yet to come. 

[Next issue: "Much Grieved in Consequence"] 
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Editors Note: 

The Mountain Meadows Massacre 
By Richard E. Turley Jr. 

Managing Director, Family and Church History Department 

The September 2007 ENSIGN included a six page article about the Mountain Meadows Massacre. 
The article by Richard E. Turley Jr. is a brief summary of a very complex event that took place 150 
years ago. As the article points a forthcoming book: Massacre at Mountain Meadows will be available 
in a few months. Short excerpts from the ENSIGN article p.14, are included here. 

This month marks the 150th anniversary of a terrible episode in the history of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. On September l l, 1857, some 50 to 60 local militiamen in 
southern Utah, aided by American Indian allies, massacred about 120 emigrants who were trav
eling by wagon to California. The horrific crime, which spared only 17 children age six and un
der, occurred in a highland valley called the Mountain Meadows, roughly 35 miles southwest of 
Cedar City. The victims, most of them from Arkansas, were on their way to California with 
dreams of a bright future. 

For a century and a half the Mountain Meadows Massacre has shocked and distressed those 
who have learned of it. The tragedy has deeply grieved the victims' relatives, burdened the per
petrators' descendants and Church members generally with sorrow and feelings of collective 
guilt, unleashed criticism on the Church, and raised painful, difficult questions. How could this 
have happened? How could members of the Church have participated in such a crime? 

Two facts make the case even more difficult to fathom. First, nothing that any of the emi

grants purportedly did or said, even if all of it were true, came close to justifying their 

deaths. Second, the large majority of perpetrators led decent, nonviolent lives before and 

after the massacre. 

As is true with any historical episode, comprehending the events of September l l ,  1857, re
quires understanding the conditions of the time, only a brief summary of which can be shared in 
the few pages of this magazine article. For a more complete, documented account of the event, 
readers are referred to the forthcoming book Massacre at Mountain Meadows.l 
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day Saint historians Ronald W.

Walker, Richard E. Turley Jr., 

and Glen M. Leonard, will 

soon be published by Oxford 

University Press. 



Notes from the field 

Dora was married to Harvey Cluff Turley and 
lived for many years in Joseph City, Arizona. 
She currently resides in a rest home in Gilbert, 
AZ. She has 42 G-children, 142 GO-children 
And 36 GOG-children. 

Turley Mission Presidents in 

Mexico 

A recent note from Richard E. Turley Sr. 
pointed out that the Mexico Hermosillo Mis
sion has been presided over by four Turleys. 

Harold E. Turley 1960 

George Lake Turley 1964 

Lucile Turley Romney (Alvin Romney) 

Richard E. Turley Sr. 1983 

Richard was also interested in knowing which 
Turley's are buried in the abandoned Colonia 
Morelos in the State of Sonora? 

Is there anyone out there with information on 
that topic? 

There are many untold stories of life in the 
Mannon Mexican Colonies that we could in
clude in future newsletter issues. 

Ann Lewis 

In October, on his way to the Hyrum Reunion 
in Arizona, Mark Turley stopped in Orem, 
Utah and got better acquainted with Ann 
Lewis. 

Ann has contributed many delightful and in
fonnative articles for the newsletter in the past 
and continues to work unceasingly on family 
history projects especially the personal life 
sketches of her Turley ancestors. Ann is now 
serving as the Family representative for the 
Charlotte Turley Bushman family line. 

Lineage of Ann Lacmmlen Lewis 

Her line of connection to Theodore Turley is 
as follows. She is the daughter of Arthur Ru
dolf Laemmlen and Grace Helen Smuin 
Laemmlen, granddaughter of Franklin Smuin 
and Ruby Grace Lundquist Smuin, great 
granddaughter of Emanuel Richard Lundquist 
and Grace Honor Bushman Lundquist and 
second great granddaughter of Jacob Bushman 
and Charlotte Turley Bushman. Charlotte is 
the daughter of Theodore and Frances Turley. 

Ann has a very interesting story to relate. She 
was a convert to the LOS church and then was 
quite surprised to discover she was a descen
dant of Theodore Turley through Charlotte. 
She has compiled an impressive collection of 
research on the Bushman line and continues to 
seek out more information each day. She is 
becoming a very valuable resource to the 
Theodore Turley Family Organization. 
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More notes 

We received a lengthy note from Charles 

"Neil" DeWitt. (Neil-Martha Turley DeWitt
Alma Ruben-Isaac) Neil recently retired after 
28 years in educational administration and is 
now living in Safford, Arizona. He mentioned 
an interest in attending the Turley reunion 
summer 2008. 

A note from Valerie Knettle of Escondido, 
California. (Valerie-Mary !vis McCLellen Fish
Esther Turley McCLellen-lsaac) 

Valerie had been acquainted with Ella Mae 
Judd many years ago and inquired about Ella 
Mae's health. Valerie also expressed a strong 
interest in the the production of a revised edi
tion of the "Turley Red Book" and how much 
she had used the 1978 edition. 

Speaking of Ella Mae Judd- -

A recent email from Ella Mae's daughter , 
Annette Raley informed us that Ella Mae has 
continued to battle with health and medical 
problems. She has been in and out of the hos
pital and is now at home with 24/7 around the 
clock care. She still has a desire to work on 
family research and misses her contact with 
family members but her options are limited. 

Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner 

Maxine Powell sent us a note regarding all of 
the missionary activities of her kids, grand
kids and great grand kids. (Maxine-Anna Prisi
cilla Turley Van· Wagoner-Isaac) 

As one of the family representatives of the 
Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner line, she 

also sent the list of descendants that we are 

collecting for the revised Turley Red Book. 
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Red Book Photos 

We need to make another plea to find the 
photos used in the 1978 Theodore Turley 

Family Book. 

Anyone who has the original photos or 
negatives or knows where they might be, 
please us know. met.mark@gmail.com 

Family Lists and Addresses 

We continue to receive many lists with ad
dresses of current family members. 

Delisa Hargrove sent a long list of addresses 
for the descendants of Genevieve Tanner 
Bushman (Genevieve-Roberta TurleyTanner
Theodore Wilford-Isaac) 

Note: We usually add these addressees to the 
newsletter data base only if you think they 
would enjoy getting the newsletter. Many of 
the young, newly-weds and college students 
change addresses often so we need current ac
curate addresses. 
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Those readers who travel through Provo & 
Orem, Utah probably have noticed a few 
yard signs and larger posters with the Turley 

name. They belong to Steve Turley who has 
served on the Provo City Council and seeking 
re-election. Steve is a True-Blue Theodore 
descendant. (Steve-David-Lawrence-Edward
Isaac) 

Steve has had at least two calls inquiring about 
his lineage. One caller asked if he was a de
scendant of Theodore Turley and after getting 
the affirmative answer the caller said, "You 
have my vote". 

Another caller asked if he was related to Stan 
Turley. After getting that affinnative re
sponse, the answer was similar, "I will vote for 
any kin of Stan Turley". 

It is nice to have the legacy of good rela

tives! 

We received an interesting note from Ron 

Turley residing in St. Croix, US Virgin is
lands. (Ron-Ivan-Hyrum-Isaac) Ron attended 
the Hyrum Reunion traveling 3500 miles. 

Ron has lived in the Virgin Islands for seven 
years as a transportation consultant. They 
have a small church branch of 60 active peo
ple. He initially tried to set up a Family His
tory Library with little success and then later 
discovered how powerful the internet and the 
many genealogy websites were. 

He was able to conduct his research while sit
ting on the top of a beautiful island in the Car
ibbean. The local people have difficulty with 
family history research because they know 
who their mother is but not their father . 

The highlight of their experience there was 
when Gordon B. Hinckley stopped in St. Tho
mas (40 miles away) on his way back from 
Ghana. They held a family get together with 
members from St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. 
John where they got REALLY CLOSE to the 
prophet. Sister Hinckley passed away just a 
few weeks after her visit with them. 

22 



pples 

Ed,\ard Frari<ll n..,.r,1eJen
Es�Tuiey1vµ.,.., 
FrarciS Tuiey �
Ea,r-S,t 
aara sen Tuief 
V\alser 

� �sdlla Tlf�Y
\al \J',JqfJrf3 

r, 0'1 Theodore 

0 & Francis Amelia Kimberly uuu 
Theodore Turley had 5 wives, 21 children and 3 stepsons , 

BUT, only 8 lived to adulthood. 
However , most of his descendants come through one son, ISAAC. 

Isaac had 2 wives and 24 children, with 15 living to adulthood. 

Draw an apple where you fit on the tree.
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Did Your Ancestors Cross the Plains? 

By Wally Gray 

Have you ever wondered if your ancestors 
were among those saints who crossed the 
Plains by foot or wagon in the exodus? 

The Church has provided online a remarkable 

tool to find this out. It is called The Mormon 

Overland Travel, 1847-1868. 

According to the site, "The Mormon Over

land Travel, 1847-1868, is the most complete 
listing of individuals and companies in which 
Mormon pioneer emigrants traveled west to 
Utah from 184 7 through 1868. [Nevertheless] 
it is an incomplete listing, as rosters have not 
been found for all companies. It also identifies 

sources to learn more about the experiences of 
each company. 

"You can search for a specific person using the 
search form above or you can browse the list 
of companies alphabetically or chronologi
cally." 

(See Resources below for directions in finding 
this site.) 

All you have to do is to enter a name and, if 
they are on record of having crossed the Plains 
you can get the details including narratives 
w1itten by the pioneers. 

For example, enter the name Theodore Turley. 

The search reveals he was age 48 and traveled 
in the Silas Richards Company of 1849. Click 
on that company and you see a picture of Rich
ards along with the information that the com
pany departed 10 July 1849 and arrived in the 
Salt Lake Valley 25-29 October 1849. 

Furthermore you are told: "About 100 wagons 

were in the company when it began its journey 
from the outfitting post at Kanesville, Iowa 
(present day Council Bluffs)." 

You also may view a list of those known to 
have traveled in the company. A quick check 
reveals that eight Turleys were in the com
pany. With the ages listed you can determine 
what the relationship was. 
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By clicking on Sources you can find some 
trail excerpts from the writings of company 
members and the sources of the narratives. 

For example, Eliza Ann Pectol Hutchings tells 
us in , History of Shepherd Pierce Hutchings 
that: 

"On the fourth day of July we joined Captain 
[Silas] Richards company of 50. And brother 
[Augustus] Farnum was Captain of our ten. 
We had a very hard trip crossing the plains. 
Shephard being a wagon maker he had to 
mend all the wagons that broke down besides 
standing guard every few nights, then drive a 
wagon and three yoke of cattle all day. It made 
it very hard for him. His outfit was one big 
wagon, two yoke of oxen, one yoke of cows, a 
small wagon and one horse." 

Dozens of companies are listed. 

What About Handcart Companies? 

I know of no online information on those in 
the Handcart companies. However I found a 
book that lists the ten companies and some of 
those in those companies. It is called Hand

carts to Zion: The Story of a Unique Western 

Migration, 1656-1860 by Leroy R. Hafen and 
Ann W. Hafen. It is in the Family History Li
brary. It is also on film l 059487 Item 7. You 
can find out a lot about these companies if you 
Google Handcart Companies. 

RESOURCES. The pioneer site is difficult to 
locate, so I placed a link to it on the home page 
of my web site at http://www.geocities.com/ 
wallygray25/. Scroll down. You also will find 
a link to Ann Lewis's biographies on Turleys, 
Bushmans and related families as I mentioned 
in the last newsletter. Names are being con
stantly added to that site. 
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Obituaries 

Jay Freeman Turley, 86, died on Saturday, Sept. 22, 2007, in Mesa. Funeral services 
were held Sept. 25 at the Udall Ward of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
Mesa. Graveside services followed at the Snowflake Cemetery. 

Jay was born in Airpine on June 15, 1921, the fourth child born to Lowell Barr and Grace 
Freeman Turley. 

He graduated from high school in Snow
flake, and two years later from Gila Junior Col
lege in Thatcher. 

He then was called to serve a two-year mis
sion in the Eastern States for the LOS church. 

Following his mission, he enlisted in the Air 
Corps in World War II and served for three 
years. 

Following his service, he attended Utah State 
Agricultural College in Logan, Utah, where he 
graduated in 1949. While there he married 
Leona Fairbourn on Dec. 20, 1946, in the 
Logan LOS Temple. 

Upon graduating he became director of the 
LOS Institute of Religion at Gila Junior Col
lege. After several years he went to Brigham 
Young University, where he taught in the Re
ligion Department and graduated with a mas
ter's degree in counseling. Following gradua
tion he returned to Thatcher and assumed the 
position of institute director, which he held for 
a total of 15 years. He then went to Chico, 
Calif., to open Institutes of Religion for the Ja!_I r rcemau Turley 
LOS church at Chico State College and Butte 1.921.21"11 

Junior College. Two years later he transferred 
to Arizona State College to teach at the LOS 
Institute. After one year he took a leave of absence from teaching to help form a travel company 
and then helped develop a tutoring program for schools. 

He has been a high councilman and bishop, and has served 20 years as a stake patriarch. He 
also served 20 years as a worker at the Mesa LOS Temple. 

Survivors include his wife, Leona Turley; his son, Brent Jay Turley; his daughter, Gayle Har
ris; six grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by a daughter, Cindy Turley. 
Bunker Funeral Homes Garden Chapel in Mesa was in charge of the arrangements. 

Jay Served as President and Business Manager for the Theodore Turley Family Organiza

tion from 1995 to 2000 
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George Lake Turley 

George Lake Turley, 91, died May 29, 2007 in Idaho Falls, Idaho. George was born in 
St. George Utah on December 16, 1916 when his parents left Mexico for a few years during and 
after the Mexican Revolution of 1912. George spent his early childhood and youth in Colonia 
Juarez, Chihuahua. 

He graduated from Juarez 
Academy and then served a 
mission in Mexico from 
1937 to 1940. He helped in 
the translation of lesson ma
terials from English to Span
ish and edited the mission 
monthly bulletin, El Atalaya. 
After completing the transla
tions the materials were used 
by the auxiliary organiza
tions of branches throughout 
Mexico and Central Amer
ica. 

He was married to Retha 
Shupe and they had five chil
dren, George Lavon, Arlene, 
Kenneth, Linda, and Robert. 
As a newlywed he moved to 
Pachuca, Hidalgo where he 
served as branch president. 

George was employed as 
teacher and principal of the 
Juarez Elementary School. 
He completed a B.A. degree 
at BYU in 1963. George 
served as bishop of the 
Juarez Ward for seven years 
and then as director of the 
Juarez Stake Academy., 

He begin the seminary pro-

l 

'J 

r 

l 

�
\. 

!� f.dVIN(.; �IE!\lt1KY llF

�-
·� 

':!,. �· 

�

.l 

1 
l 

�

A 

Born December 16, 1916, in St. Gc0rge, Uwh

Passed Away May 29, 2006, in Idnho Falls, ldnho 

gram at the Jµarez Academy and in 1964 was called to preside over the Western Mexican Mis
sion in Hermosillo, Sonora. Each year they organized three or four busloads of members to 
travel the long distance t0. the Ari20na Temple for their endowments and to do temple work. 

After the mission George served as supervisor of Church schools in Northern Mexico, In 
1979 George was ordained as Juarez Stake. Patriarch. George spent the last two years with 
family in Idaho Falls, Idaho 
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70 

iTheodore Wilford Turley 

jWilliam Henry Turley 

�Ima Ruben Turley 
!Joseph Hartley Turley
Hyrum Turley 
George Albert Turley 
1John Andrew Turley 
Edward Franklin Turley 

,Esther Turley McClellan 
Francis Turley Romney 
Ernest Turley 

'.Clara Ellen Turley Walser 
Isaac Turley Jr. 
Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner 

1charlotte Turley Bushman

1charles Dennis Turley
Mary Ann Turley Cook 
Priscilla Rebecca Turley Lyman
I 
:sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin 
I 

:Francis Kimberley Turley McIntosh 

:Jacob Omner Turley 
Other (from other wives} 

From: To: 

Theodore Turley Family Organization 

703 Santa Fe Dr.

Vancouver, WA 98661 

Check the address label, [f you are a paid subscriber, after the 
word renew there is a dale indicating when you should renew 
your$ IO annual dues. [f there is a blank after renew or if the 
date has expired, the newsletter is bring sent as a courtesy to 
reach out to as many people as possible. The name at the end 
of the renew line indicates your family line. [f there is no 

name we do not know your family line. Select one of the 
family lines listed above and let us know which one you be
long to. 

met. mark@gmaiI.com 
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Christmas is coming soon! 

A membership to the 
Theodore Turley 
Family Newsletter 
would be a great 
gift for your 
children and 
grandchildren. 

10/1/08 Hyrum Turley 

DOUGLAS M. TURLEY 
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