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Dear Readers: 

You have received this newsletter because you are a descendent of Theodore Turley 

and because we have your address. Please look at the address label on the back 

page. If you are a paid subscriber, after the word renew there is a date indicating 

when you should renew your $IO annual dues. If there is a blank after renew or if 

the date of renewal has expired, the newsletters being sent as a courtesy to reach 

out to as many people as possible. If you would like to continue receiving the news

letter and support the Theodore Turley Family Organization, please send $10 to: 

Mark E. Turley, 703 Santa Fe Dr. Vancouver, WA 98661 (360)693-5890(Mike & 

Pam Turley's phone) met.mark@gmail.com You can use Paypal by going to 

www.turlevfamily.org The name at the end of the renew line indicates your family 

lone. If there is no name we do not know your line. Refer to back page and select 

your family line ,vhen you renew your subscription. 



Editors Comments 

Greetingsfrom China 

When you are traveling in the fast lane life can change very quickly. 

After my ·wife passed away in February, I was like a ship \·vithout a rudder. I had no di
rection or plan to follow. Producing the February issue of the newsletter was a blessing 
and the June issue was also a good project in which to focus my energy. 

In June while visiting my daughter in Tetonia, Idaho I received a very interesting email 
with an invitation to travel to Tibet. An old friend, Jim Ely from Lakewood, Washing
ton was teaching English in China and he invited me to join him on an excursion into 
Tibet. So in July I spent two weeks in China and Tibet and then made arrangements to 
return in September and than began teaching for a year at Qingdao University in Qing
dao, Shandong Province, China. 

Two sections in this newsletter "''ill cover the details of my activities in Tibet and China. 

Editing and producing a newsletter from the other side of the world will be a challenge 
but not impossible in today's Internet age. I still receive the a1ticles via Internet and 
then my very able and willing daughter-in-law, Pam Turley in Vancouver, Washington, 
formats the final copy. The printing and mailing is then done in Vancouver. The com

puter age is amazing. 

Why is my newsletter so late? 

Hello! I am Pam, Mark's daughter-in-

law. I apologize for the delay and I ap

preciate the patience of everyone while 

I got this together. Our phone number 

is listed on the newsletter, in place of 

Dad's (Mark's) while he is out of the 

country. Feel free to call with any 

questions. I think I have it all figured 

out now so February v.rill be more 

punctual! Thanks again. 
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Newsletter 

The newsletter continues to be our "welding link" in keeping the family informed. In 
June we sent the newsletter to 571 families. This was an increase from February of 35 
families. We continue to receive more addresses to add to the database. Some are dues 
paying families and some are just new folks. We will continue to send the newsletter to 
everyone vd.th a viable address and hope that the annual $10 dues keep coming in. 

We also encourage others to submit articles of any type from family members. We 
would like a variety of articles-Missionaiy and Church Service activities, travel and 
historical information, Family History and genealogical data information. We could 
use temple and other building program activities. Personal interest stories are always 
very welcome and that would include Obituaries. We need anything of interest to fam
ily members. 

Finances 
At the last count we had $4912 in the bank. This will keep the newsletter going and 
provide some seed money for other projects. 

Organization Leadership 
The Theodore Turley Family Organization leadership is still a one family show. We 
need more involvement especially now that your newsletter editor is 10,000 miles 
away. 

Family Website 
The family website is loaded with interesting information and links to other family re
sources. www.turleyfamily.org 

Theodore Turley Biography 
Richard E. Turley Jr. is still researching more information 
for a complete biography of Theodore Turley. 

Turley Genealogical Research Data 

David Turley is making progress in compiling a data file. 
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The appearance of Sarah Greenwood to her son Hyrum Turley 

after her death at Casa Grand Mexico January 13, 1887 

BACKGROUND: When dividing up mom's affairs in St. Johns, we came across 2 hand writ
ten "Book of Remembrance" pages. Each page was only about 3/4 filled with hand writing. It 
turned out to be the attempt on the part of my mother's father and mother, Hyrum Turley and 
Pearl Sevey to write a sketch of their lives. It turned out that there was a precious experience 
which I would like to share. 

Here are the background details taken from family group-sheets in my possession, and from the 
biographical sketch of Sarah Greenwood found on the Theodore Turley Web-Site. I am in
debted to Ella May Judd (Turley) the long time author of the Turley newsletter for helping me 
to piece together the details. 

In 1886 Isaac had taken his 1st wife, Sarah Greenwood Turley to live in Mexico to escape per
secution over the practice of polygamy. His second wife Clara Ann Talton Turley and her 
children had remained in Snowflake Arizona, while Isaac and Sarah located and prepared a new 
home in northern Mexico. In November of 1886, Isaac returned to Snowflake to bring Clara, 
her children, belongings, and livestock to Colonia Juarez, Mexico. While returning to Mexico 
driving his livestock, Isaac had an impression that something was wrong at home in Colonia 
Juarez, and he left his sons to continue with Clara and the company while he rode on as fast as 
he could. Upon arrival in Colonia Juarez he found that Sarah had died the day before. "She had 
a tumor which burst, causing her death. Death came to her 13 January, 1887 at Casa Grande 
Mexico, at the early age of forty-three." from "Biographical sketch of Sarah Greenwood" 

When Hyrum's mother took sick and died, 10 year old Hyrum was devastated. He said that af
ter the funeral of his mother on the way back to their home, his father asked him to take charge 
of his younger brother John Andrew who would not be 2 until the following April. With a large 
family it would have been overwhelming for his father to face the care of the family without 
Sarah's help and so each would have to make adjustments to survive. But to Hyrum it was 
more than he felt he could bare! He had just lost his mother and his world was upside down, 
and now his father wanted him to care for his little brother. How could he do this when he did 
not feel he could even take care of himselfl 

As he returned to his room, he said that he threw himself down on his bed and wept, and 
pleaded with the Lord for help: "Please help me, I feel so lost". As he lay on his bed weeping 
he said he noticed someone come into his room. As he looked up there stood his mother Sarah 
"With several other people dressed in white". "She came to my side and reached down and 
hugged and kissed me, telling me that she was fine, and not to cry". "She assured me that eve
rything would be all right". "She then asked me to take care of little John Andrew." Hyrum 
said "I felt much relieved knowing that my mother had confidence that I could do this". "Also 
knowing that my mother was alive and happy caused me to have the courage to face life with
out her". He said "She left the room" and Hyrum was left to ponder the miraculous event that 

had just transpired. 
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This event must have been a life changing experience for Hyrum for as he, at the end of his life 
decided to write a life sketch for his posterity, this is the only personal detail that he chose to 
share in that 3/4 of a page of facts relating to his life. 

This story is from the life of my mother's father, Hyrum Turley (my Grandfather). It is pre
cious to me as it affirms the reality of the resurrection and the Love our Heavenly Father has for 
all of us, represented by his allowing a mother to return and comfort her grieving son after she 
had passed the portals of death. I too have a firm conviction of this reality, and had the testi
mony confirmed as I felt the spirit whisper to me as I read this account from the life of my 
Grandfather Hyrum Turley. 

I am so grateful that he chose to share this very personal experience from his life with me, and 
with you. 

The following is a letter written to Sarah Greenwood's parents informing them of the death of 
their daughter. The letter is contained in the Theodore Turley web-site under a Biography of 
Sarah Greenwood. It has relevance as it makes reference to Hyrum's care of Little John An
drew. 

Feb. 20th 1887 Casas Grandus, Mexico 

William, Greenwood and Ann or Father and Mother Greenwood, 

I have written and I Suppose you did not get it as the Mail is so uncertain. Sarah your Daughter 
and my Wife departed this Life on the 13 of January. I and Alma and Edward went back to 
Snowflake to get the Rest of our Property and I started in 10 of [November or December and] I 
returned as Soon as I could and I got back on the 14 of January the day after her death. That Tu
mor burst and it caused her death. She Suffered. She took Sick at 8 o'clock one Evening. She 
died at 3 the next day. She Suffered a great deal. Still at the last She passed off Easy and with
out a Struggle: 

Sarah was a True Wife to me and has left Some good children. There is 7 here: William, Alma, 
Joseph, Hyrum, George, Charles and John is 2 years in next April 12th. He the Baby is as large 
as any child Sarah Ever had. It Seems that the children Sensed all about their Mother's 

death. Johnny So young Still he has never cried for his Mother. He is So attached to Hy

rum as nurse and Sleeps with him. This is a hard Country for to get clothing. 

We all Send our love to you. All the Boys send their love to you all, from 

Isaac, Turley 
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Article submitted by Richard Lee , Richard0.Lee1(@.mac.com I am the Son of Nedra Turley 

Lee, Hyrum Turley, Isaac Turley, Theodore Turley. 

YYi �J/G ·r f c�VL--w ull 

This is a picture of Hyrum Turley and Pearl Sevey Turley. I am attempting to locate old family 

photographs and share them with extended family. I have created a website to showcase these 

photographs and allow others to share as I search out and locate these precious connections to 

our past. Knowing how precious these photo's are to people, I would be willing to bring my 

portable scanner and laptop to peoples homes to gather additional photo's. In this way there is 

no risk to your photos. I would be willing to leave a CD or DVD with anything that I have col

lected thus far in exchange. The web site is: 

http://web.mac.com/richardo.lee 1 /i Web/PhotoGeneology 

Take a look and send me email regarding you thoughts or ideas! Richard Lee 
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Teaching in China 2006

In 2002-2003 Carol & I were in Guangzhou China teaching English at South China 

University of Technology. We were part of the BYU China Teach Program. The BYU 

Kennedy Center sponsors about 70 teachers each year in eight Chinese cities. 

When I had the opportunity to return to China in 2006 in jumpeµ at the chance know

ing that it would be perhaps even better than my experience in 2002-03. 

I am located in Qingdao Shandong province, located roughly halfway between Beijing 

and Shanghai. Qingdao is a coastal city on a peninsula just across the Yellow Sea from 

Seoul Korea. Germany set up a colony here at the same time Hong Kong became a 

British colony. With only 8 million people, Qingdao is one of the smaller major Chinese 

cities. It is quite modern and the campus sits on a hill vvith a view of the ocean a short 

mile away. 

Education is a major priority as China emerges as a global power. In 2002 I discovered 

that China had 4 times the population but only 1/10 the university capacity compared 

to the USA. China realizes that education is the primary key to global success and 

modernization. They still have a long way to go but are pouring billions $ into expand

ing their college system. One goal is to have every college graduate literate in English. 

At Qingdao University there are about 

30 foreign English teachers in addition 

to a large staff of native Chinese Eng

lish teachers. 

Teaching Assignment 

I am teaching English Writing to three 

classes of juniors, two classes of video 

speaking and two classes of freshmen 

Oral English. This is a heavy load with 

35 in each of the writing classes. I will have 110 papers to evaluate and grade each 

week. This is a challenge since I have never taught English writing before. However I 

am constantly reminded that this task is nothing compared to our ancestors trek across 

the plains so I try to keep my complaints to myself. I will have a direct impact on the 

lives of 250 young Chinese students. 
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Chinese College Students 

The students in the major Chinese universities 

are the elite and represent perhaps just 1% of 

the population. They live a very Spartan life 

in college, do not date and cannot marry until 

graduation. Once they start a major, selected 

by their parents and the government, they 

cannot change majors and continue lockstep 

through four years vvith all the same students 

taking all the same classes with the same 

roommates. They have a very narrow but deep knowledge of their specialty and a very 

na1ve view of the world as they have been living a very sheltered life. They are smart 

and want to enjoy the good life. They think everyone in America is rich just like they 

see on TV and movies. They have a very strocyg devotion to family with most of them 

coming from a one child family. 

Opportunity to Travel 

One of the major advantages of teaching in 

China is the opportunity to travel within this 

vast country or venture out into other parts of 

the Asian world. The first week of October is an 

entire week holiday and I was able to join a 

group of 60 BYU teachers on a tour of the an

cient Silk Road running west of Xian for 2000 miles into the Middle East and Europe. 

The tour traversed high snowcapped mountains to below sea level deserts. It included 

sharing a nighttime soft sleeper compartment with my male tour guide and a Japanese 

couple and a camel ride on the edge of the Gobi desert. There will be many other op

portunities to explore and expand my awareness of this great land. Church services are 

minimal but adequate. The Qingdao church group of 35 is presided by Harrison Kang, 

a former counselor in the Seoul Stake Presidency. The group consists of 16 BYU teach

ers, some BYD-Idaho volunteer teachers and a handful of Korean business people and 

American expiates. 
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Theodore Turley: A Biography, 

Richard E. Turley, Jr. 

(Continued) 

[This is another in a continuing series of newsletter articles that together will make 
up the first rough draft of a biography of Theodore Turley. The draft "'rill undergo 
considerable revision before being published in book form. I invite all family mem
bers to read it critically, make suggestions, and offer additional information for pos
sible inclusion. Please send all comments and information to me at 2914 W. Ivory 
Way, West Jordan, Utah 84084.] 

31 Preparing to Leave England 

At the general conference in Manchester, England, on July 8, 1840, the 
Church leaders had decided that Theodore Turley should lead a company of emi
grating Saints to America. It would take several weeks to arrange for the company to 
leave England, and in the meantime, Theodore continued his missionary efforts. 

The next day, Theodore was assigned to go to Bolton to visit the Church 
There. He left the Saints in Manchester and traveled northwest by train to Bolton 
with his new missionary companion, Elder Joseph Fielding. 

On Friday, July 10, Theodore described the problems they faced in their new 
assignment. Visiting the Saints, he wrote, I find great confusion amongst them. On 
the positive side, when he preached that night, a good congregation showed up to 
hear him. I ask [that] the Lord will give me a meek & quiet Spirit & wisdom to regu
late this Church, he wrote in his journal. 

Theodore did not waste any time in putting the confused branch of the church 
in order. Saturday morning at the home of George Naylor in Bolton, Theodore had a 
conversation and bore testimony to a Class leader. That same day, he met in council 
with the officers of the church in Bolton, giving them some instruction of the nature 
of the Priesthood and their rel[a]tive dut[ie]s. The council members appeared to lis
ten to him and made confessions of their errors. 

Sunday proved to be a busy day. In the morning, he preached at the room in 
Bolton that was used by the Saints for worship. He then Laid hands on a number of 
the Sick. After dining with a Church member, he Broke Bread with the saints in the 
afternoon & Preached at 2 past 6 to a Large comp[an]y. 
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The next day, Theodore wrote, I Feel to thank God for the Health that I enjoy 

after a hard days labour. I pray God to give me wisdom to do all things in righteou[s] 
ness and Truth. I want the spirit of D[iscern]ment. God grant me meekeness of spirit. 

That afternoon, he visited with people who were interested in his message and who 
seemed to be bel[i]eving. In the evening, he preached outdoors in the streets of Bolton 
to a congregation of the Saints and the world. His preaching engendered both opposi
tion and success. After he finished addressing the crowd, a preacher came to op[p ]ose 
him. He resisted my test[i]mony, Theodore recorded. Despite the preacher's efforts, 
Theodore baptized one of the investigators, traveling two miles to reach the water. Sat
isfied at his day's work, Theodore vvrote, I Trust that there will a number receive the 
tiuth. 

On Tuesday, July 14, Theodore moved on eleven miles to Chorley, his way paid 

for him by a generous Church member. He arrived in his new location feeling very fa
tigued. But there was no time for extended rest. Instead, he accepted the opportunity 
that day to preach in a Unitarian meeting house that one of the members had obtained 

for him. He was made to feel very comfortable while in that village. 

The next morning he spent with some of the Saints in Chorley. Sister Mary Stoc
ton gave me a pair of Stocldngs to comfort my feet, Theodore wrote gratefully. The new 
stockings came at a convenient time since he had to travel on to Preston. Theodore 
reached the home of the Moon family in Penworthen at 1:00 p.m. and spent the eve

ning helping the family in the hay field. In his journal, Theodore noted, I saw a number 
of the Saints, including, for the first time, Ruth Moon Clayton, wife of William Clayton .. 
William would become a close associate over the ensuing months. 

Theodore started the morning of Thursday, July 16, in good health. He soon left 
for Preston, where he arrived at the home of Joseph Fielding. Found all well, he wrote. 

He dined at midday ·with Willard Richards at Br Standings. Theodore spent the after
noon ,,vith Heber C. Kimball and Joseph Fielding at the home of a Sister Nightinggirl. 
They spent their time laboring with Ann Fielding Matthews, sister of Joseph Fielding 
and ,Nife of Timothy Matthews, a well-known Primitive Methodist minister. Timothy 
had allowed the Mormon missionaries to use his pulpit, only to have them persuade his 
flock of the need for baptism. In an effort to compete with the missionaries and retain 
his followers, Timothy began also to preach the need of baptism and even baptized 

himself. He also began actively spealdng against the Latter-day 
Saint elders and distributing anti-Mormon ti·acts. Ultimately, he 

gave up on his Bedford congregation and in the summer of 1840 
moved to Northampton to raise up a new one. 
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Having this opportunity to preach to Ann Fielding Matthews, Heber C. 
Kimball bore Testimony to her, Theodore wrote. We had a long conversation with 
her. She told the missionaries that her husband had become convinced of the 
need for baptism and, having been ordained under the hands of the Bishop of the 
Church of England, he decided to baptize himself. Politely objecting to what he 
had done, Elder Kimball bore testimony to her in v.rriting. Elders Fielding and 
Turley added their testimonies by countersigning the document. Joseph Fielding 
recorded, Bro Turley spoke awhile much to the point. He also noted that Brother 
K[imball], at parting proposed to have Prayer. They sang a hymn, and Theodore 
prayed. They then left her on the best of t[ e ]rms . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 8, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 9, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 10, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 11, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 12, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 13, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 14, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 15, 1840 . 

. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 16, 1840. 

• Theodore Turley Mission Journal, July 16, 1840; Joseph Fielding Journal, vol. 3, p.

40, Church History Library, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt

Lake City, Utah; Peter Crawley, A Descriptive Bibliography of the Mormon Church,

Volume One 1830-1847 (Provo: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young Univer

sity, 1997), 168; Richard L. Evans, A Century of AMormonism in Great Britain

(Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1984), 41, 97-100; http://www.lds.org.uk/

content/view /15/ 47 /; http:/ /wwv.,.saintswithouthalos.com/ dirs/ d_england. phtml.

• [Next issue: Preparing to Leave England (cont.)]

• 
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Theodore Turley was on his mission in 1840. Did you ever wonder what 

Christmas trees looked like in 1840? Most Americans did not have their own trees 

in the 1840's, but enjoyed trees decorated by and for the community. Trees of this 

time were decorated with apples, gilded and natural.fruits and nuts, cook

ies, popcorn and cranbemes, as well as homemade paper items, can

dles, co1•nucopias, and presents. In 1848 the first glass ornament appeared in 

Germany. These were not sold in America until 1880. 

Here is a tree you can decorate as ifit were Christmas in 1840. 

How different will it look? 
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Tibet July 2006 

Traveling to Tibet in July 2006 was a dream come true. I have always loved mountains 

and far away exotic places so Tibet was the ultimate experience. I joined a group of 12 
BYU teachers just finishing their spring semes
ter teaching in China. The two-hour flight from 
Chengdu to Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, would 
have taken two days by auto on the rough Chi
nese highways. Lhasa is at an elevation of al
most 13,000 ft and everything else is uphill 
from there. 

The Potala Palace is the very striking symbol of ,.,
Tibet. Built in 7th Century A.D. it has been the 
home of the Dalai Lamas for 1300 years. Tibet 
was an independent country until 1959, when China invaded and replaced the Buddhist 
theocracy with a communist administration. 

The 14th Dalai Lama fled to India and set up the Tibetan government in exile. 

Tibet is roughly the size of France. It is called the "rooftop of the world' ·vvith the aver
-- age elevation at 16,000 ft. Seven 

�=

major rivers (Yangtze, Yellow, Me
kong, Indus, Ganges, Sutlej & Bra
hamaputra) have their headwaters 
in Tibet. (Half the world's popula
tion lives downstream) 

Population is 2.7 million. The 
majority are ethnic Tibetans plus 
other minorities and 4% Han Chi
nese. Most people live in the 
lower river valleys . 

.--... After spending a day in Lhasa to 
adjust to the altitude we then traveled 100 miles to Shagatze reaching 16,500 ft in a 
mountain pass. 

13 



China is officially godless but the Tibetan Buddhists are very devout and attempting 
to keep their ancient traditions alive and looking for the return of the Dalai Lama 
some day. 

There are thousands of Tibetan monks in many monasteries. Some resembled the 
Deacons, the Priests and the Elders Quorums plus the proverbial aged High Priests. 
We even witnessed a very serious "Scripture Chase" conducted by the young male 
adults. It is an obligation for every Tibetan family to produce a monk to keep the tra
dition going. 

I wanted a glimpse of Mt Everest onlyl00 miles away but we were in deep valleys 
with a couple of large mountain ranges separating us from the Himalayas. 

China has poured millions $ into the Tibetan infrastructure (roads, airports, railways) 
to improve the economy and entrench their economic system. 

The new 710-mile railway from Golmud to Lhasa launched on July 1, 2006 will bring 
4000 people each day into Lhasa. The railway cost $ 4.2 billion and crosses a mountain 
pass at 17,000 ft. with oxygen-pressurized cars. 

Tibet as the "Shangri la" of the world Vlr
i

ll never be the same again. 

After riding a Yak and enjoying a Tibetan feast with Yak steaks and Yak butter tea it 
was time to return to the rat race in china. 
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Theoclo1•e's 1840 1\'Iission to �ngland and Live1·pool 

Kathy Williams (Louise Turley 
Hess-Law,·ence Edward-Edward
Isaac) visited England in summer 
2006 and walks the footsteps of 
Theodore with impressions and pic
tures as they visit Live1pool. 

In June my husband Clyde & I had 
the opportunity to visit some of the 
sites that Theodore and those early 
brethren walked, taught and bap
tized in. It was wonderful to 
glimpse the things they might have 
seen, and to try to empathize with 
the feelings they might have experi- �

'1enced. It was an exercise in appre- �� 
ciation both for their sacrifices and ·

for our circumstances. 

The city that provided an entrance 
to Theodore Turley's mission in England was Liverpool. Though much has changed in 
166 years, the same docks that he walked in 1840 are still there today. He left Nau
voo on August 8, 1839 and arrived in England with Wilford Woodruff and John Taylor 
on January 11, 1840 after 5 months of travel. We left Salt Lake City on a Monday and 
were in England on Tuesday morning - he couldn't even fathom such a trip! 

As with all missionaries, he must have arrived full of dreams and hopes about sharing 
the gospel with family and others in his homeland. His family that had remained in 
England, though happy to see him after his time away in Canada and the United 
States, were not so willing to hear or embrace the gospel. That must have been dis
appointing to have those closest to you reject the important things you were trying to 
share. 
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Theodore's mission was difficult. He spent 6 weeks in prison on a charge trumped up 
by a local minister who did not appreciate the young missionary's effect on his flock. 
It was during this prison time, that Wilford Woodruff, Theodore's original mission com
panion had such amazing success in Herefordshire, baptizing at Benbow Farm. How 
frustrating it must have been for Theodore to want to assist in the burgeoning work, 
and to be unjustly confined. He must have learned to trust in the Lord and patiently 
wait - lessons we are all still learning to
day. 

We had the opportunity to worship in the 
Gadfield Elm chapel, which is the first 
chapel that the church ever owned. It 
was given to the church by the converts 
from the United Brethern Church there in 
Herefordshire during the time that Theo
dore was there. Though it cannot be 
proved that he also worshipped there, it 
felt like a link to my ancestor to sit in a 
building he also could have sat in. 

Shortly after Theodore's release from prison, he was asked by the brethren to lead a 
group of immigrants back to Nauvoo. It is interesting to note that John Benbow and 
his wife Jane, and also Thomas Kington and his wife were a part of that group of 80 
immigrants under Theodore's care. Brother Benbow, who helped provide the link to 
the United Brethern congregation and also the pond in which Wilford Woodruff bap
tized so many, also donated the money which provided the passage for 40 of those 
immigrants to be able to go. 

I am sure that as Theodore approached Liverpool again, he wondered if his mission 
had been successful. Had the year away from his wife and children been worth the 
sacrifice? It would be an interesting study to see how this legacy of serving missions 
has come down to effect future generations. I believe that Theodore's legacy to each 
of us includes keeping a positive attitude through trials, loving and respecting family 

unconditionally, and being willing to sacrifice 
whatever is necessary when called to do so 
by men who are called of God. 

When I sat in Liverpool, overlooking those 
same docks, I felt pride in my heritage. 

· Theodore Turley was one of those early
brethren who gave his all despite the chal
lenges, to bring the gospel to a land where
many of my other great-great-grandparents
were waiting for truth. He was truly a pio
neer and an instrument in the Lords' hand.
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They Came in Ships 

By Wally Gray 

As we search for our ancestors for the purpose of providing temple ordinances, some
thing else wonderful happens. We get to know about some of our ancestors-more than 
names, places and dates. We get to know them for what they accomplished by reading 
journals, historical documents or using Internet tools. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley spoke of family history: "Perhaps there has never been 
time when a sense of family, of identity and self-worth has been more important in our 
world." He was referring to the recent improvements in the FamilySearch site. Of 
course, even greater ways are coming when we are able to take advantage of investigat
ing the 2.4 million rolls of microfilm that are being scanned and indexed at this mo
ment. Think of what more we will learn of our ancestors! 

Our ancestors came to North America on ships. In my research this year and earlier I 
have been able to identify the dates that some of my forebears arrived, but also the 
name of the ships and some of the conditions they put up with. 

I believe we are missing the boat (excuse the pun!) if we overlook the chance to find 
out when and how our ancestors got to this continent. 

I v�rill mention just two examples of what I have found out. 

The 1752 Immigrants to Canada 

The Sally and the Gale at Halifax Harbour 
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The first case is when my paternal fourth great-grandparents took sailing vessels in 
1752. Peter Publicover and Sabrina Himmelman came in separate ships, the Sally and 
the Gale, leaving at different times but arriving at the same day. Both of them came 
from southwest Germany and arrived in Halifax, Canada, on September 6, 1752. They 
were married four months later. I don't know whether they met in Germany or in Can
ada. 

In those days it took a long time to cross the Atlantic. First they made a six-week raft or 
boat trip from their homeland down the Rhine to Rotterdam, Holland, where they 
boarded their ships. 

Follm,ving the 3-month ordeal on the high seas, Peter and Sabina and their fellow pas
sengers were hampered by the storms and cursed by the high mortality and sickness 
under adverse sanitary and eating conditions. The tired passengers, upon docking, 
found they were under a-3-week quarantine due to illness on board. They were bedrag
gled, exhausted, and ill. Some of the children arrived as orphans, their parents having 
died at sea. 

There were over 200 passengers in each ship, and the Sally lost 40 of them in the 
crossing including the captain. The Gale lost 29. 

The 1885 Immigrants 

The S.S. Hekla 
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The second migration I ,,vi.11 mention is that of my maternal grandmother Bertha 
Madsen who came from Denmark to New York, and then on to Minnesota. She and 
herfamily came on the steamship Hekla 2 (the first Hekla had sunk), arriving on June 
27, 1885. Bertha came with her parents and five siblings. What is so touching about 
this journey is who financed them. A few years before, her oldest brother Mads 
Madsen, had migrated to Hutchinson, Minnesota, and became an extremely successful 
man. He eventually was a contractor and builder in all lines of brick-work, having put 
up nearly all the brick buildings in Hutchinson, including the two school houses. Over 
the years he had dozens of employees. It was he ,,vho was responsible for bringing the 
rest of his family to America. 

The youngest brother, Einar, ·was under a year old at the time. Years later he wrote a 
letter of gratitude to his older brother who was then over 80: 

"I just want to say a few things to you Matt as a brother. When I think of your past re
cord I think of you as a pioneer in every sense. Even tho I don't remember the occasion, 
I often think of the pioneer instinct you must have had when you decided it was your 
duty to lead your family m,vay from poverty in Denmark to better living conditions here. 
I know when you came to this country you had just one thing in mind and, and I have 
often heard you say that, and that was to bring the rest of the family over here to better 
their condition. And after you have accomplished that then you began thinking of the 
relatives, like the cousins and others, and whether they realize that or not some of them 
certainly owe their financial success to the fact that you laid the foundation for their 
future." 

The ship Hekla existed at a time when the ships were combination sail-steam engine. 
The sails were used to conserve on fuel and were also a backup in the event of an en
gine failure. The use of both sails and steam was something I did not know about be
fore. The journey only took a few weeks. 

Mormon Immigration 

We should not leave this subject vvithout mentioning the immigration of the Latter-day 
Saints during the early days of the Church. A new compact disk has come out which 
documents 94,000 LDS Church conve1ts ,,vho crossed the Atlantic or Pacific oceans to 
gather in Nauvoo, Illinois, or other frontier outposts, and later in the Great Salt Lake 
Valley between 1840 and 1890. 

Among leaders of these immigration ships was our O\Nll Theodore Turley who in Sep
tember 1840, led the first company of 209 Saints from Liverpool to New York aboard 
the ship North America. Joseph Smith welcomed about 100 of them in Nauvoo. The 
others either came later or settled in other places. 

We salute our ancestors who sacrificed much to make the journey to the New World 
and then to become faithful and successful naturalized citizens in their nevv countries! 
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Code Familv Line 

Theodore Wilford Turley 

2 William Henry Turley 

3 Alma Ruben Turley 

4 Joseph Harley Turley 

5 Hyrum Turley 

6 George Albeit Turley 

7 John Andrew Turley 

8 Edward Franklin Turley 

9 Esther Turley McClellan 

IO Francis Turley Romney 

11 Ernest Turley 

12 Clara Ellen Turley Walser 

13 Isaac Turley Jr. 

14 Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner 

15 Charlotte Turley Bushman 

16 Charles Dennis Turley 

17 Mary Ann Turley Cook 

18 Priscilla Rebecca Turley Lyman 

19 Sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin 

20 Francis Kimberley Turley McIntosh 

21 Jacob Omner Turley 

70. Other (from other wives)

Check the address label, if you are a paid 
subscriber, after the word renew there is a 
date indicating when you should renew 
your $10 annual dues. If there is a blank 
after renew or if the date of renewal has 
expired, the newsletter is being sent as a 
courtesy to reach out to as many people as 
possible. The name at the end of the renew 
line indicates your family line. If there is 
no name we do not know your line. Select 
one of the family lines listed above and let 
us know which one you belong to. 

met.mark@gmail.com 

Mark Turley 

703 Santa Fe Dr. 

Vancouver, WA 98661 

More Family News: 

NACHO LIBRE has been in theaters and is 

out on DVD. This is Jared Hess's (Jared 

Hess-Lawrence Hess-Louise Hess- Lawrence 

Turley- Edward- Isaac-Theodore) latest 

movie. It is a must see! 

Renew: 10/2006 Hyrum 

DOUGLAS M. TURLEY 

3550 Suniland Cir 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84109-3233 
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