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Experience Beaver and Minersville with 

the extended Turley Family! 
Don’t miss this opportunity travel together Friday-

Saturday September 23-24th to see where our 

ancestors lived.  Full details for the trip start on 

page 2. Make your reservations today! 

 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS 
All donations are tax-deductible. We now accept 

electronic payments through PayPal to the 

turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com 

account. Or pay by mail by 

sending a check made out to the “Theodore Turley 

Family Organization” to our Treasurer.   

Carolee Pyper, Treasurer 

595 Wilford Ave, Murray, UT 84107 

801-265-3811 pyperfamily@gmail.com 
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ORGANIZATION PLANNING MEETING 

The Theodore Turley Family Organization is 

meeting Friday Sept. 30th from 10 a.m. to 12 

p.m. at the Ensign Stake Center church building 

(located at 135 A Street, Salt Lake City, UT) 

on the lower floor, west side of building.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

******************************** 

Do you have a research question you would like 

to ask the extended family?  Send in your 

question to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com by Nov. 

10, 2016 to be shared in the next newsletter. 

 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY WEBSITE: 

www.turleyfamily.org  

 

Please send newsletter contributions 

 to Hilary Turley at hnturley@gmail.com. 

mailto:turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
mailto:pyperfamily@gmail.com
mailto:turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
http://www.turleyfamily.org/
mailto:hnturley@gmail.com
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

Greetings Turley Family, 
Please join us for a great opportunity to experience Beaver and Minersville Utah like you’ve (probably) never 
done before!  We are so excited to have you join us in what promises to be a wonderful weekend.  Find the 
preliminary itinerary below: 
 

Theodore Turley Family Beaver Utah Field Trip 
 
Date:    Friday & Saturday, September 23-24 
Time:    Meet Friday at Noon for Lunch at Maria’s Cocina Restaurant                                                   
Place:    Beaver and Minersville, Utah 
Objective: Learn more about and see the places our pioneer ancestors lived 
 

Friday: 
Noon:  Meet at Maria’s Cocina Mexican Restaurant for lunch, it will just be our group.  The address is Maria’s 
Cocina, 1419 E. Canyon Dr, Beaver.  You can take either the first or second Beaver Exit and follow the signs east 
as if you’re going up the Canyon to the Tushar Mountains (and the ski resort).  It is a small restaurant on your 
left before you get to the horse race track.   
 
1:30 pm: Beaver Territorial Courthouse DUP 
Museum, built in 1876.  This is a fascinating 
building filled with amazing photos and artifacts, 
some of them from our ancestors.  The director 
of the Museum, Bonnie Ames, will give us a 
private tour of the museum/courthouse and a 
welcome lecture upstairs in the court room 
introducing Beaver County and its history.  
 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: We will cross the street and visit the 
Beaver County Offices and see where the county 
records are kept, with stops in the land office 
and marriage record office.  This is a great hands-
on opportunity.  Come prepared to look up some 
relative’s information.  Sadly a fire destroyed all 
County records before 1870 so there is very little 
about Theodore Turley to be found here, but lots 
of other relatives.   
 
 
 
 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
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5:00 pm: Check into hotel or camp ground.  We have a block of rooms at the Beaver Comfort Inn and Suites. 
www.choicehotels.com/utah/beaver/comfort-inn-hotels/ut073 We have 10 suites with a group rate of $79 per 
room.  These rooms each have 2 queen size beds, with a hideaway sleeper couch.  Please call (435)438-6283 if 
you want one of these rooms, and say you are with the Theodore Turley Family Group for September 23.  1540 
South Main Street.  (It is possible to get this same rate if you choose to come early or stay late, just let them 
know.) There is a KOA campground and other RV parks in Beaver, or free camping up in the beautiful nearby 
Tushar Mountains.  
 
6:30 pm: Meet for a delicious group dinner at the Timberline Restaurant very near the Comfort Inn.   
www.timberline-restaurant.net  We have a banquet room reserved and will just be ordering off the menu 
listed on their website.  The Timberline is the best restaurant in town with their own Executive Chef.   
 
7:30 pm: We will be crossing our fingers that Richard Turley Jr. will be with us and be speaking to us in the 
banquet room following our dinner.  Rick has recently been asked to serve as the PR representative for the LDS 
Church and in his own words, “my time is no longer my own!”  He and his wife are planning on attending and 
we all hope he’ll be with us!   
 

Saturday: 
8:00 am: Enjoy a free hot breakfast at the Hotel, or on your own. 
 
9:00 am: Meet at Beaver Cemetery (Mountain View 
Cemetery) to view a number of family graves and 
memorials.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 am: Visit Historic family homes in Beaver (the 
outside only), as well as the last remaining building 
of Fort Cameron.  (We will provide maps to view 
these beautiful homes on a driving tour.) Discover 
what family members these beautiful homes belong 
to! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 

http://www.choicehotels.com/utah/beaver/comfort-inn-hotels/ut073
http://www.timberline-restaurant.net/
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11:30 am: Check out of Hotel, and meet for lunch TBA, or lunch on your own in Beaver. 
 
1:00 pm: Arrive at Minersville 18 Miles to the west of Beaver.  We will meet up with a DUP representative and 
resident of Minersville for a short tour and history of Minersville, ending at the Cemetery where four Turleys 
are buried (one is unmarked).  We will hope for another discussion from Rick if he is with us, and also Susan 
Ethington who will tell us about a Turley ancestor who lived in Frisco.   
 
From here, people can either start for home, or continue on to the Northwest to Milford and the infamous 
mining ghost town of Frisco.  Both are fairly close and very interesting. 
 
This trip will just “get our feet wet” as far as things to do and see in the Beaver area.  Besides those things 
listed above, here are a few things that are well worth spending a few hours or days seeing and doing.  Some 
of these things could also be of interest to spouses or family members who want to come on the trip but 
would maybe like to experience some of the outdoor adventures Beaver has to offer. 

 Tushar Mountains, home of Delano Peak the third tallest peak in Utah! They are incredibly beautiful 
and unique mountains that are very uncrowded! 

 Nine Hole Canyon Breeze Golf Course 
 Paiute ATV Trail www.beaverutah.net/uploads/fb/atv-trails.pdf  
 Rock hounding 
 Hunting and Fishing in the nearby Tushar Mountains.  (There are guides available in Beaver if desired.)  
 Antique shops and a very large Pawn Shop in Beaver 

Find out more about Beaver, not only the city of many of our relatives, but also Philo Farnsworth and Butch 
Cassidy! www.beaverutah.net  
 
Hopefully you will be able to join us for an amazing time in Beaver.  The weather should be pleasant and the 
Mountains beautiful.  Please contact me so I can get a count of who is coming and send me your contact info 
so I can update you with additional information.  Also, please feel free to ask any questions or offer 
suggestions.  Let me know if you have information you’d like to share with the group on any research you’ve 
done about the area or our relatives who lived there. 
 
Natalie Tanner, natalie.tanner@yahoo.com  
(Natalie – Monita – Frederick – Theodore Wilford – Isaac – Theodore)  

 

 
Leadership Role  

 President Natalie Tanner 801-377-3565 natalie.tanner@yahoo.com 

 Vice President Mary Ann Clements   maryannclements@hotmail.com 

 Secretary Kent Turley 602-254-1444  

 Treasurer Carolee Pyper 801-265-3811 pyperfamily@gmail.com 

 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
 

http://www.beaverutah.net/uploads/fb/atv-trails.pdf
http://www.beaverutah.net/
mailto:natalie.tanner@yahoo.com
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Leadership Roles (continued)  

 Ancestry.com Family Tree Manager Susan Ethington 801-374-5103 sbethington@msn.com 

 Membership Coordinator Wayne Turley 480-246-6505 wayneturley@gmail.com 

 Newsletter Editor Hilary Turley 510-851-2877 hnturley@gmail.com 

 Research Coordinator Susan Ethington 801-374-5103 sbethington@msn.com 

 "Red Book" Database Coordinator Mary Ann Clements   maryannclements@hotmail.com 

 Special Projects Coordinator Kay Lovell 801-785-3924 klovell7@comcast.net 

 Temple Trip Coordinator Doug Roy   dougroymagician@gmail.com  

 Webmaster Kim Haws   khaws@bridgeportwv.com 

Family Group Family Representative (contact with questions or newsletter submissions) 
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Mary Ann Turley Cook   (Volunteer Needed)   

Priscilla Rebecca Turley Lyman   (Volunteer Needed)     

Fredrick Turley Carolee Pyper 801-265-3811 pyperfamily@gmail.com 

Sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin Donald Mitchell   dmitchell9@neb.rr.com 
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Theodore Wilford Turley Natalie Tanner 801-377 3565 natalie.tanner@yahoo.com 

William Henry Turley   (Volunteer Needed)     

Alma Rubin Turley 

whole family Wayne Turley 480-246-6505 wayneturley@gmail.com 

Wes Paul Turley  pezheadpaul@msn.com 

Holly Thomas 801-731-1867 addicted2football@msn.com 

Hazel   (Volunteer Needed)   

Rhoda Carma King 480-694-7135 clking9@juno.com 

Josephine Cathy Lloyd 801-943-8389 goodnezzi@gmail.com  

Charles Frank Turley 928-241-1351 fjturley@gmail.com 

Leora Erlene Plumb  eplumb1109@gmail.com 

Tillman Tony Turley 480-388-1030 a2294turley@yahoo.com 

Wallace Annette Raley 623-412-9493 annetteraley@ajrmarketing.com 

Martha Neil DeWitt 928-428-3298 cneildewitt@cableone.net 

Joseph Hartley Turley Julie Adair 928-333-4185 jadair3@juno.com 

Hyrum Turley 
Richard Lee 480-216-4535 richardo.lee1@mac.com 

Berneil Lee 928-288-9060 iblee@cableone.net 

George Albert Turley 
Kay Lovell 801-785-3924 klovell7@comcast.net 

Tami Thompson 702-476-6337 hassell_1963@yahoo.com 

Charles Dennis Turley Nancy Eldridge 505-350-3282 eldridge42@hotmail.com 

John Andrew Turley Susan Hanes 360-225-7455 shanes3388@gmail.com 
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Edward 
Franklin 
Turley 

Annie Martineau (wife) Marie Dugger 480-926-8828 jim.dugger@cox.net 

Ida Eyring (wife) 
Luana Rogers 801-451-8348 dan.luana@comcast.net 

Richard Turley, Sr. 801-532-2809 turleyri@q.com 

Esther Turley McClellan 

Bill Jones 480-830-5090 azbillj@cox.net 

Claudette Jones 480-969-6022 bandcjones@cox.net 

Doug Roy 801-834-1371 dougroymagician@gmail.com  

Frances Turley Romney 
“Ted” Edward Pyper 303-845-2562 tedpyper@gmail.com 

Mike Mullen 915-593-1973 mmull1625@aol.com 

Ernest Tolton Turley 

Tony Turley 208-351-9681 treva.turley@yahoo.com 

Gordon Turley 208-206-2782 intelligentbydesign@yahoo.com 

Kent Turley 602-254-1444  

Clara Ellen (Nellie) Turley Walser 
Julian “Bud” Breillatt 847-949-7292 breillatt@juno.com 

Adrienne Williams 801-492-4110 adrienne.w1@gmail.com 

Isaac Turley, Jr. Marc Haws 208-484-7816 marchaws46@gmail.com 

Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner Becky Cushing   robertjcushing@hotmail.com 

Charlotte Turley Bushman Ann Lewis 801-224-9355 annlewis@byu.net 
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s Joseph Orson Turley 
Susan Ethington 801-374-5103 sbethington@msn.com 

Robert Barrett   robert_barrett@comcast.net 

Jacob Omner Turley   (Volunteer Needed)     

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
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GRACE MAXINE VANWAGONER POWELL (1918 ~ 2015) 

Maxine was born November 6, 1918 in Midway, Utah to Anna Priscilla Turley and Albert VanWagoner. Her 

mother died when Maxine was only 16 years old, leaving her to care for her 3 younger sisters Anita and 

Alberta (twins - 10 years old) and Shirley - 6 years old.  

 

Mom was very intelligent, skipping the 6th grade. She could 

say the alphabet backwards and was very good at math. She 

married Keith Schow Powell in the Salt Lake Temple on 

December 13, 1937. Mom and dad raised their 8 children in 

Lehi. They were very frugal and lived within their means. 

They supported 5 sons on missions for The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints and were able to serve themselves 

for 18 months in Guam. 

 

Maxine died on December 29, 2015. She is survived by a 

sister Anna Loye (Ron) Vance, Sandy; children: Tony 

(Monna), Kamas; daughter-in-law Claudia, West Jordan; 

Gordon (Stephanie), Provo (currently serving an LDS mission 

in Texas; Max (Margaret), Lehi; Codele (Dave) Cutler, 

Taylorsville; Reed (Kim), Lehi. Also survived by: 44 grandchildren, 111 great-grandchildren, and 4 great-great 

grandchildren. Preceded in death by her husband Keith, daughter Patricia, and 2 sons Gary and Darrel. 

(Maxine – Anna Priscilla – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

SONCERAE LYNETTE NIELSEN (1971 ~ 2016) 

Soncerae Lynette Nielson was born August 8, 1971 in Mesa, Arizona to Raymond Alvin Nielsen, Jr.  and Venla 

Kartchner. She married June 15, 1999 in Mesa, Arizona to Mark Chesley born November 22, 1974 in Jackson, 

Missouri to Kenneth Emery Chelsey and Sandra Sue Sammons. Soncerae died April 22, 2016 in Farmington, 

New Mexico. 

 

Some of Sonnie’s cherished memories were of her Mother Venla. Times like going to Queen Creek and picking 

citrus, picking cactus flowers to make “prickly pear” jelly; making popcorn balls, valentine cookies and taking 

them to the neighbors for a surprise. Venla grew sunflowers and peas in the back yard and they ate the 

sunflower seeds and popped the peas and ate them. 

 

Venla was Sonnie’s favorite Primary Teacher.  She taught Sonnie the songs “Jesus Once was a Little Child”, 

“Little Purple Pansies”, “Rejoice! The Lord is King”, “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”. They practiced spelling words 

out of the dictionary together. Venla read bedtime stories, “Little Red Riding Hood”, “Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears”, “Snow White and Red Rose” and sang together the playful song “Five Little Monkeys jumping on the 

bed, one fell off and broke his head, mama called the doctor and doctor said, ‘No more monkeys jumping on 

the bed’.” 

 

RELATIVES REMEMBERED 
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Other memories were making hot pads out of stretch cloth band and a hook for weaving,  dresses sewn for 

first grade, Venla being cabin mom for fifth grade, making available private violin lessons, birthday parties and 

making a cake with yellow daisies and pink roses and playing games, decorating simple wire hangers with yarn, 

early morning singing “In the Leafy Tree Tops the Birds Sing Good Morning, Good Morning, Good Morning…”, 

fresh veggies from Venla’s garden, dressing the girls as pretty princesses for Halloween with construction 

paper crowns and wands with glue and glitter, singing Christmas carols, tether ball, pogo sticks, ping pong, 

dolls, hopscotch, Chinese checker, Chinese jacks, and swings. 

 

Soncerae was schooled to be a substitute teacher and was very proud of her certificate. Soncerae was the 

mother of five children: Kayla Marie, Ethan Elijah, Kelsea Lynette, Claudia Michelle, and Kendall Justus. 

(Soncerae – Venla – Leora – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

ALMA TURLEY HEATON (1922 ~ 2016) 

Alma Turley Heaton passed away on April 30, 2016 in Cedar City, Utah 

at the age of 93. She was born in Woodruff, Arizona on September 3, 

1922, the first of six children born to Charles Herman Turley and 

Elizabeth Ann Hunt.  

 

Alma married Loyd Webster Heaton on May 17, 1944 in the St. 

George LDS Temple. They raised their seven children in Alton, Utah. 

Their children include Linda (Terry) Thatcher, Orderville, UT; Charlene 

(DeLynn) Barton, Cedar City, UT; Marilyn (David) Pickard, Santaquin, 

UT; Dianne (Mark) Whipple, Logandale, NV; Anita (Ron) Dayton, 

Woodinville, WA; Charles Loyd (Paula) Heaton, Saratoga Springs, UT; 

and Vickie (Joseph) Farnsworth, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

Alma graduated from Union High School on May 17, 1940, in 

Snowflake, Arizona. She served with her husband, Loyd, as temple 

ordinance workers in the St. George Temple from 1984 - 1989. 

Together they served a temple mission to Atlanta, Georgia from April 1989 - May 1990. As an active member 

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Alma served in many church positions. Alma loved to garden 

and care for her chickens. She planted a garden every year and took care of her chickens until the age of 91. 

Many have been the recipients of fresh vegetables and eggs. Alma was a champion bread maker, candy maker 

and loved to can and bottle the produce from her garden and fruit trees. 

 

She is survived by her children, 30 grandchildren, 58 great-grandchildren, 1 great great-grandchild, one sister 

Verdell (Roger) Button, Mesa, AZ and one brother, Frank LaVerle (Jeanne) Turley, Holbrook, AZ, one brother-in-

law, Orson William Rogers, Joseph City, AZ, and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her 

husband Loyd Webster Heaton, her parents, two brothers Charles Merle Turley and Norman Hunt Turley, one 

sister Elaine Rogers, and one grandson Charles Monte Barton. 

(Alma – Charles – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

RELATIVES REMEMBERED 
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THOMAS GERALD BETTRIDGE (1930 ~ 2016) 

Thomas Gerald Bettridge, 86, was reunited with his loving wife on June 15, 2016 with his family by his side. 

Gerald was born March 29, 1930 in Milford, Utah, to Thomas and Leola Turley Bettridge. He grew up in 

Caliente, Nevada and attended Lincoln High School. He enjoyed a relationship with many of his High School 

friends throughout his life. Gerald went on to receive a Bachelor's Degree in 

Accounting from the University of Utah.  

 

Gerry was drafted into the Army during the Korean War. He served for 2 

years in the military. He then served an LDS mission to the Central Atlantic 

Mission which included the Virginia states and North Carolina. Gerry 

married Elaine Farnsworth on February 19, 1960 in the Salt Lake LDS 

temple. They enjoyed 49 years of marriage before her death in 2009. They 

have five children. Gerry worked for the Internal Revenue Service for 30 

years. Gerry was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, and received many blessings through his service as a Ward 

Clerk, Stake Clerk, Bishop, and teacher. 

 

Gerry is survived by his children; Steve (Michele), Darin (Ingrid), Kristine (Scott) Howes, Rick (Tricia), and Ron, 

as well as eighteen grandchildren, and fourteen great-grandchildren. Preceding him in death are his wife, 

parents, and sister, Barbara Wickham Coleman.  

(Gerald – Frances – Frederick – Frederick – Theodore) 

 

 
Mar 19, 2016 

Dear Theodore Turley Organization: 

Thank you, as always, for the wonderful newsletter. For the next newsletter, we have a new missionary, Trevor 

Richard James serving in the Adriatic North Mission. 

Thanks! 

Byron James, byorlis@frontiernet.net  

(Byron – Mary – Viola – Isaac – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

Mar 19, 2016 

Hello, 

This is Serena Williams. I have a daughter Alise Williams who is currently serving in the Portugal, Lisbon 

Mission. I would like to add her to the missionaries out serving in the newsletter. 

Thank you! 

Serena Williams, ryanandserena@gmail.com  

(Serena – Mary – Anthon – Ernest – Isaac – Theodore)  

RELATIVES REMEMBERED 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

mailto:byorlis@frontiernet.net
mailto:ryanandserena@gmail.com
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Mar 19, 2016 

Dear Hilary, 

I loved reading the newsletter. I always enjoy learning more about the extended family. I can't tell how often 

the newsletter is published but looking at the archives section of the web site it looks like the last one was in 

September.  If the September issues is the last one prior to this one then we failed to provide you information 

about the passing of my mother, Maxine Powell, Dec 29, 2015. If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Thanks, Elder Gordon Powell, Texas Fort Worth Mission, gs3powell@gmail.com  

(Gordon – Maxine – Anna Priscilla – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

Mar 22, 2016 

Thank you for your attention .... I am compiling a Turley book along with Pyper and Romney and Hill.... Having 

fun getting acquainted through photos... 

Fran Hamblin, franpyper@yahoo.com 

(Fran – Marguerite – Frances – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

July 31, 2016 

Dear Turley Family Members, 

For years, Richard E. Turley Jr. has been researching and writing about Theodore Turley. He has shared parts of 

his book with us through the family newsletter while collecting records and documents related to the life of 

Theodore Turley. While he continues to write the biography, our cousin Ann Laemmlen Lewis and I have joined 

him on another project, producing what is to be a two-volume set of documents, The Theodore Turley Papers. 
 

Through our joint efforts, we have discovered many new and exciting records relating to Theodore Turley and 

his family. We are now asking for your help. As we all know, Theodore Turley has a large posterity. There are 

undoubtedly unknown records, letters, documents, and artifacts from his life that have remained in the 

collections of various descendants. If you or a family member have any of these items, we would greatly 

appreciate your sharing them with us. 
 

Though we would love to have the original items donated to the Church History Library in Salt Lake City, we 

understand individuals sometimes like to keeps these heirlooms in their own immediate families. This being 

said, if you have anything from his life, please contact us! We are seeking high-quality scans and photographs 

of these items to be included in The Theodore Turley Papers, as well as a digital record to be included with 

other Turley family materials at the Church History Library. By sharing these items with us, you can make them 

available to all the family via the books that will be available digitally and in print. 
 

We can also provide counsel on how best to preserve these items for future generations. Family treasures 

often deteriorate more quickly because of the way in which they are stored or handled. We’d be happy to 

share information and techniques to help make them as stable as possible. If you have items you would like to 

share or any questions, please contact me via my email, davidrturley@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing 

from you! Thank you!  

David Turley  

(David – David – Richard – Edward – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

mailto:gs3powell@gmail.com
mailto:franpyper@yahoo.com
mailto:davidrturley@gmail.com
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TTFO SPECIAL PROJECT - HEADSTONES 

 

Dear Family Members, 

As some of you may remember we have been hoping that as an extended Turley family we could raise the 

funds necessary to place permanent headstones on the graves of Theodore's wife, Mary Clift Turley, and his 

son Alvin, both of whom died shortly after arriving in the Salt Lake Valley.  Their graves are in the Salt Lake City 

Cemetery, and their location is known, but again, no permanent headstones.  Alvin is the nephew of Mary, not 

her son, but they are buried side by side.   

 

The following are short biographies about what is known about them, prepared by Mary Ann Turley Clements. 

 

MARY CLIFT TURLEY 

Mary Clift (sometimes listed as Mary Ann Clift) was the daughter of Robert Clift and Elizabeth Cantle. 

She was born June 16, 1815 in Clifton, Gloucestershire, England. The Clift family converted to the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints while living in Dymock, Worcestershire. 

 

At the age of 25, Mary Clift traveled with a group of 200 British Saints in 1840 to Nauvoo, Illinois. The 

group was led by Theodore Turley. Family records indicate Theodore married Mary Clift as his first 

plural wife on January 2, 1842 in Nauvoo, Illinois. (In 1844, Theodore married Mary’s other two sisters 

as additional plural wives: Eliza Clift and Sarah Ellen Clift Selwyn.) 

 

When the Saints left Nauvoo in 1846, the Turley family moved with the others to Winter Quarters, 

Nebraska. Mary’s sister, Eliza Clift, divorced Theodore and moved with her daughter to Davenport, 

Iowa. Theodore’s other two wives died at Winter Quarters, Frances Amelia Kimberley (his first wife) 

and Sarah Ellen Clift Selwyn. By 1848, Mary was left as Theodore’s sole wife to care for the children 

and her sister’s son from a previous marriage, George Augustus Clift Selwyn. Mary bore three children 

between their time in Nauvoo and Winter Quarters. All three boys died in infancy: 14-month-old Jason 

(b. 1842), 5-month-old Ephraim (b. 1845), and 7-month-old Theodoreus (b. 1848). 

 

In 1849, the Turley family traveled to Salt Lake City in the Silas Richards Company. Five months after 

arriving, Mary gave birth to a baby girl on March 22, 1850. She named her Frances Kimberley Turley, 

after Theodore’s first wife who died at Winter Quarters. Mary Clift Turley passed away eight days after 

giving birth. She was 34 years old. Her daughter, Frances, survived to adulthood, married, and had 

many children. 

 

ALVIN HOPE TURLEY 

Alvin Hope Turley was born November 13, 1855 in San Bernardino, California. He was the youngest of 

Theodore Turley's children, born to Theodore's fifth wife, Ruth Jane Giles. Theodore and Ruth were 

married in Salt Lake City in June 1850, shortly after the death of Mary Clift Turley. Ruth had a son from 

a previous relationship, Joseph Orson Turley, who was adopted by Theodore. Ruth and Theodore went 

on to have two more sons together, Jacob Omner and Alvin Hope. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
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As a young child, Alvin was part of the evacuation of the San Bernardino Mormon colonists in late 1857 

and early 1858. Theodore and Ruth thereafter settled permanently in the Southern Utah town of 

Beaver, where Alvin was raised. Theodore Turley passed away from mouth cancer in August 1871. Less 

than a year later, on May 29, 1872, Alvin was in the Salt Lake Valley when he succumbed to Typhoid 

Fever at the age of 16. He is recorded in Salt Lake death registers as belonging to the Beaver Ward, 

indicating it was a temporary visit away from home. Alvin was buried in the Turley family plot at the 

Salt Lake Cemetery next to one of Theodore’s earlier wives, Mary Clift Turley. 

 

Here is an illustration of what the headstone would look like: 

 
 

We only have about $400 of the total estimate of $1200 left to raise for the headstone. As family organization 

board members we felt like it would be a great goal to see if we can get his relatively small amount donated 

and the headstone ordered and installed before Labor Day on September 5th.  We have a family member who 

is willing to facilitate a "matching funds" sort of arrangement up to $1000.  That way we would have money 

left over to fund other family projects, that could be ear-marked by you as the donor.   

 

To make it easier to contribute to this project and future projects and dues, we have set up a Pay-Pal account 

so you can do it online to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com, or if you prefer you can send a check addressed to the 

Theodore Turley Family Organization to Carolee Pyper at 595 Wilford Ave, Murray, UT 84107.  All contributions 

to the family organization are tax-deductible!   

 

Contributing towards this project seems like a great way to be involved in a beautiful and permanent memorial 

to our family members.  Even small donations will help, and you'll 

have the satisfaction of being part of the project.  We plan on having 

some sort of graveside meeting that anyone who's interested can 

attend, once the stone is in place.   

 

Thank you cousins! 

Natalie Tanner (President) 

Mary Ann Clements (President Elect) 

Carolee Pyper (Treasurer) 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Donations are tax-deductible, 

will be matched if paid by Labor 

Day, and can be paid 

electronically via PayPal! 
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NORTH AMERICA 

Kriesten Lind, Anchorage, 

 Alaska Mission, presently  

serving (Kriesten – Rhoda – Mary 

– Anthon – Ernest – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Brandon H. Turley, Yakima, 

Washington Mission, presently 

serving (Brandon – Barry – 

Norman – Charles – Alma Rubin – 

Isaac – Theodore) 
 

John and Ann Lewis, Yakima, 

Washington Mission President, 

July 2015 – July 2018 (Ann – 

Grace – Ruby – Grace – Charlotte 

– Theodore) 
 

Jordon Armond, Bakersfield, 

California Mission, presently 

serving (descendant of Ernest – 

Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Danielle Larsen, California Los 

Angeles Mission, Mandarin 

Speaking, June 2015 – December 

2016 (Danielle – Kristin – Luana – 

Harold – Edward – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

R. Bryce England, Long Beach, 

California Mission, May 2015 – 

May 2017 (Bryce – Cindy – Kay – 

Louise – Mae – George Albert – 

Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Jim Heap & wife, Salt Lake Family 

History Center, presently serving 

(descendant of Ernest – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Kathryn Hess Williams, Seminary 

& Church Institute Service 

Mission, presently serving 

(Kathryn – Louise – Lawrence – 

Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Mark & Phoebe Turley, BYU-

Idaho Pathway Program Church 

Service Mission, presently serving 

in Vancouver, Washington (Mark 

– Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Carlyle Dowd, Fort Worth Texas 

Mission, September 2015 – March 

2017 (Carlyle – Stephanie – 

Richard – Edward – Edward – 

Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Gordon & Stephaney Powell, Fort 

Worth, Texas Mission as Military 

Relations Specialists assigned to 

Fort Hood in Killeen, Texas, March 

2015 – September 2016 (Gordon 

– Maxine – Anna Priscilla – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Bryan Larson, Air Force, Stationed 

in Texas (Bryan – Rod – Marilyn – 

Fred – Theodore Wilford – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Eli Hess, Oklahoma, Tulsa 

Mission, March 2015 – March 

2017 (Eli – Bob – Louise – 

Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Caitlin Turley, Toronto Canada 

Mission, presently serving 

(Caitlin – Mark – Anthon Jr. – 

Anthon Sr. – Ernest – Isaac – 

Theodore) 

Ben Tanner, Michigan Detroit 

Mission, August 2015 – August 

2017 (Ben – Natalie – Monita – 

Frederick – Theodore Wilford – 

Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Seth Carroll, Cleveland, Ohio 

Mission, June 2015 – June 2017 

(Seth – Shelley – Alan – Wallace – 

Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Britton Bettridge, Kentucky 

Louisville Mission, July 2016 – July 

2018 (Britton – Richard – Gerald – 

Frances – Frederick – Frederick – 

Theodore) 
 

Mellonie & Larry Grohman, 

Randolph Training Center, 

presently serving (Mellonie – 

Barbara – Ernest – Ernest – Isaac 

– Theodore) 
 

Dallin Ashcroft, Charlotte, North 

Carolina Mission, December 2014 

– December 2016 (Dallin – 

Katherine – Melodee – Clarence – 

Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

K.C. and Marilyn Abney, North 

Carolina U.S. military base, 

presently serving (K.C. – Tenna – 

Ernest – Ernest – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

Natalie Pyper, Florida Tallahassee 

Mission, April 2016 – October 

2017 (Natalie – Carolee – Barbara 

– Frances – Frederick – Frederick – 

Theodore) 

MISSIONARY & MILITARY TRACKER – CURRENTLY SERVING 
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CENTRAL &  

SOUTH AMERICA 

Preston Skinner, Mexico  

Reynosa Mission, January 2015 - 

January 2017 (Preston – Jennifer – 

Melodee – Clarence – Edward – 

Isaac – Theodore) 

AFRICA 

Cody Carl Turley, Ghana 

Accra Mission, presently serving 

(Cody – Ernest – Ernest – Ernest – 

Ernest – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

David and Janis Heap, Durban 

South Africa Mission, presently 

serving (David – Tenna – Ernest – 

Ernest – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

Susan and Vernon Moon, Kenya 

Nairobi Mission, 2012 – present 

(Susan – Velma – Josephine – 

Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Lisa & Kerry Johnson, South 

Africa Johannesburg Temple 

Mission, March 2015 – 

September 2016 (Lisa – Jay – 

Josephine – Alma Rubin – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

EUROPE & ASIA 

Trevor Richard James, 

Adriatic North Mission, 

June 2016 – June 2018 (Trevor – 

Byron – Mary – Viola – Isaac – 

Isaac – Theodore) 

 

Derek S. Wardle,  

Spain Barcelona Mission, August 

2015 – August 2017 (Derek – 

Jackee – Sylvan – Louise – Mae – 

George Albert – Isaac – Theodore) 
 

Alise Williams, Portugal Lisbon 

Mission, January 2016 – July 2017 

(Alise – Serena – Mary – Anthon – 

Ernest – Isaac – Theodore) and 

(Alise – Ryan – Kathryn – Louise – 

Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
 

 

 

Welcome home to missionaries who finished their service since the last newsletter! (sorted alphabetically) 

Becky and Bob Cushing, Philippines Iloilo Mission, through February 2016  

(Becky – Alberta – Anna – Isaac – Theodore) 

Kyle Byron James, Germany Frankfurt Mission, June 2014 – June 2016  

(Kyle – Byron – Mary – Viola – Isaac – Isaac – Theodore) 

Gabe Smith, Korea Seoul Mission, July 2014 – July 2016  

(Gabe – Brian – Wanda – Fred – Theodore – Isaac – Theodore) 

Wyatt Smith, Washington D.C. North Mission, (Spanish speaking) April 2014 – April 2016  

(Wyatt – Norman – Wanda – Fred – Theodore – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 

THEODORE TURLEY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION ON SATURDAY APRIL 9th!   
 

We had such an enjoyable time meeting for a family temple day in 2015 that we thought we’d do it again in 

hopes that we could make it accessible to more of us.  We met on Saturday, April 9 in the following locations: 

Salt Lake City, Payson (UT), Los Angeles, and Mesa.  Huge thanks to those who made this event possible:  

Luana Rogers, Brent Turley, Candi Davis, Carrie Smith and others.  And thank you to all who attended! 

 

 

MISSIONARY & MILITARY TRACKER – CURRENTLY SERVING 
 

EVENT – THEODORE TURLEY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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PAYSON UTAH GATHERING, by Natalie Tanner 

The Payson gathering met in Woodland Hills, Utah for brunch at 10:00 a.m.  We enjoyed meeting new cousins 

as well as getting to visit with those we already knew.  Those in attendance at the brunch were Jessie and 

Celeste Fisher, Chris and Erin Mecklenburg and babies, Hal and Christy Smith, Carolee Pyper and her husband 

along with daughter Natalie and her friend Nick, Conrad and Patricia Bryner, Monita Robison, and Natalie and 

David Tanner.  Lesile Shepherd and the Smith's daughter and her husband, the Cleggs, met us at the Payson 

Temple.  We had the largest group working on family names and filling a sealing room, with others doing an 

endowment session and baptisms.  Our sealer was Dennis Flake, a William Jordan Flake descendant which 

made it extra special for those Theodore W. and Mary Agnes Flake Turley descendants!   

 

I think everyone in attendance had a good time and felt like their efforts were very well spent.  Happy Birthday 

Theodore, I felt a very happy feeling about the day, and others thought it a worthwhile annual birthday 

tradition! 

 

PAYSON UTAH GATHERING, by Carolee Pyper 

We had a wonderful family brunch at the Summit Creek Community Center in Woodland Hills, Utah. We had 

17 who attended the brunch. We then attended the Payson Utah Temple. We had 17 also attending the 

temple doing baptisms, endowments and sealings. What a wonderful way of celebrating Theodore Turley's 

birthday. We hope more of his posterity can join us next year. 

 
 

 

EVENT – THEODORE TURLEY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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SALT LAKE CITY TEMPLE GATHERING, by Luana Rogers 

We had a sweet experience with our group.  There were 12 of us—5 of us from Edward, 2 from Hyrum, and 5 

from Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner.  It was especially nice that Richard Turley Sr. could be our sealer.  We 

did names from Mary Ann Clements and David Turley.  Initiatories and endowments were also done. 

 

Unfortunately, I forgot to take a picture.  We had plenty of food and drink, but one of the best parts was 

listening to ancestor’s stories from all who were there.  It warmed our hearts. 

 

Suggestions for next year:   

1.That we start talking about it in the Fall Newsletter    

2. That we contact each of the family representatives to find out how each feels about being a rep.   

3. That we find leaders of each Temple group from that list for next year.  We found that most of our 

attendees were our own family and the organization leadership.  

 

Listed are the attendees: 

David and Alice Turley (Edward) 

Richard and Ana Maria Turley (Edward) 

Antoine and Monna Powell and Jonathan (Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner) 

Nick and Irene Eastmond (Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner) 

Mary Ann Clements and Ann Turley (Hyrum) 

Luana Turley Rogers (Edward) 

EVENT – THEODORE TURLEY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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LOS ANGELES TEMPLE GATHERING, by Brentnall Turley  

We had a choice day with our small group of cousins.  I received a total of 21 responses from my 3 e-mail 

blasts inviting all to come to the Theodore Turley Family Los Angeles Temple Day Gathering on Saturday, April 

9th.  Six indicated that they would attend and 15 responded that they were unable to attend for different 

reasons.  Those that did attend were all from the Isaac Turley line and all but 1 were direct descendants of 

Edward Turley.  Those attending were 11 comprised of the following: 

    >  Anne (Turley) & Wally Anderson of La Crescenta (descendant of Edward) 

    >  Mar Lou (Turley) & Doug Myers of Mission Viejo (descendant of Edward) 

    >  Doug & Victoria Turley of La Canada (descendant of Edward) 

    >  Melissa Turley (Dutch or Douglas II's wife) & baby (descendant of Edward) 

    >  Brentnall Turley & son, Kurt of West Los Angeles (descendant of Edward) 

    >  Walt Pyper of Oceanside (descendant of Francis Turley Romney) 

 

We had plenty of food and drink at the gathering as well as great conversation ruminating on stories of our 

parents and ancestors.  We discussed elements of a Theodore Turley & Progeny History that I had prepared 

some years ago - a 43 page history that my brother subsequently scanned and e-mail to all on the e-mail list 

that I used in promoting the event.  It was a wonderful opportunity to re-connect and bond as cousins and 

descendants of Theodore which I hope he was able to observe from the other side of the veil.  Following the 

gathering, 7 of us participated in and endowment session or initiatories. 

 

 
MISSION REPORT, by Brent and Margaret Strong 

Humanitarian Volunteers in Jordan, November 2012 – July 2014, Nov 2014 – May 2015 

 

Our mission started with a meeting, in Jerusalem, between Elder Jeffrey Holland and Patriarch Fuoad Twal, the 

head of the Catholic Church for the Middle East. Throughout the world the LDS Church and the Catholic Church 

have found common ground on many issues and the relationship between the churches is friendly. In the 

Middle East, however, some of the local priests viewed the Mormons as “sheep stealers” and they were quite 

antagonistic. This tension was proving to be an impediment to advancing the legal and humanitarian status of 

the LDS Church in Jordan. Therefore, to improve relationships, Elder Holland was anxious to cultivate a 

friendship with Patriarch Twal in hopes that the good feeling might permeate downward to the local clergy. 

Elder Holland asked what the LDS Church could do to help the Catholics in the Middle East. Without a 

moment’s hesitation, Patriarch Twal suggested that Elder Holland might find someone to help the American 

University of Madaba (AUM), a university recently founded by the Catholic Church in Jordan.  

 

A call was issued and Margaret and I were given the assignment of helping AUM and, simultaneously, 

improving relationships with the Catholic Church in Jordan plus work on other, more traditional, LDS Charities 

projects. Most weeks we spent 3 days at AUM meeting repeatedly with the president, vice presidents, and 

EVENT – THEODORE TURLEY’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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deans to get their ideas about the direction of AUM, the methods that should be used to advance AUM, and 

other details needed for the accreditation work. We have taken their ideas, plus some of our own, and written 

the strategic plan, the vision, mission and values of the university, and documents indicating why AUM is 

eligible to begin the formal (5-year) accreditation process. We have also trained the faculty and staff on their 

responsibilities to achieve accreditation. 

One of the major areas where we worked is with 

refugees. We arrived in Jordan the 1st of November 

and were told about a shipment (winter clothing) 

coming from SLC due to arrive before December. In 

January, we finally got the desperately needed 

shipment (6 ocean containers) of 20,000 winter coats 

+ hats, boots and gloves for Zaatari Camp (1st 

refugee camp for Syrians). The coats needed to be 

sorted by size so that they could be distributed. We 

worked very hard for 3 long days on cold cement 

floors. When another missionary couple serving in 

North Jordan visited Zataari a few weeks later, they were thrilled to see several young men with Deer Valley 

coats. It was a very cold winter and we were glad to provide some warmth for these families living in tents. 

 

Our Lady of Peace Center is a school (owned by the Catholic church) for children with disabilities. The center is 

available, for free, to anyone who needs help and many people from rural, poor areas bring their children 

there for school and therapy. At Our Lady of Peace LDS Charities sponsored (over several months) training 

sessions on cerebral palsy, autism, early intervention, and mother training for refugees who have been 

traumatized. As a result, the Catholic clergy in Jordan have become very close friends. 

 

Eye care is the major initiative that we have worked on specifically in Jordan. In the past 3 years LDS Charities 

has given basic equipment to 6 Ministry of Health vision clinics and hospitals. Because of the refugee situation 

(about 1/3 of the population) the Ministry of Health is bankrupt. Not all refugees live in camps; many have 

integrated into the communities and seek healthcare from regular government clinics. With the new 

equipment provided by LDS Charities, clinics have increased their ability to treat patients from 10% to 90% and 

have increased their opening days from 3/week to 6/week. We also conducted campaigns to test people for 

diabetes and, when found, conduct additional tests for associated retinopathy. Over 8600 people were tested 

in these campaigns and, surprisingly, about ⅓ of those tested had diabetes and about ⅓ of those with diabetes 

had some retinopathy. We are grateful that we could assist these people in discovering a condition that, 

untreated, could lead to blindness. 

 

We feel we have done what the Savior would have asked: We went about Jordan relieving suffering and just 

doing good. What a wonderful work we are all involved in. We are grateful to have had an extension of our 

mission. Jordan is now and has always been a place of refuge and peace. It is an oasis in the midst of a boiling 

cauldron of countries. This is the work of God and he is the guide in what we do. 

(Brent – Nedra – Hazel – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT from ALMA RUBIN TURLEY FAMILY 
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LIFE SKETCH OF WALLACE MAR TURLEY, edited by Wayne Turley 

 

Wallace Mar Turley was born April 10, 1909 in his parents' home in Woodruff, AZ.  He was the 11th child and 

5th son to be born to Alma Rubin and Delilah Jane Willis Turley, a grandson of Isaac and Sarah Greenwood 

Turley and a great grandson of Theodore and Francis Amelia Kimberly Turley.  Two years before his birth, his 

parents had lost twins, Alma and Delilah, who died soon after birth. Wallace had a younger sister, Martha, and 

a younger brother, Chester. Chester also died as a baby, leaving Wallace as the youngest son in the family. He 

grew up in Woodruff on the small family farm.  When he was old enough for high school, he went to stay with 

his Grandma Willis in Snowflake, graduating in 1927.  He helped his Grandma with firewood and chores.  To 

earn a little extra money Wallace hunted and trapped for fur pelts that he could sell to earn some spending 

money.  Sometimes he came to school with the smell of skunk on him if he had been out checking his traps 

that morning.  He did not have a car in high school so he 

walked home on weekends if he could not get a ride.  His 

mother would send fruit and vegetables back with him and 

sometimes some meat to help with his and his Grandma 

Willis' food. 

  

Wallace played basketball for the Snowflake High School 

Lobos. He was 6' 2", tall and strong.  At a tournament in 

Flagstaff, he was selected for the all-northern Arizona 

team and given a small gold basketball.  He met his wife, 

Margaret Wimmer, going to high school in Snowflake.  

Margaret was from Joseph City but came to Snowflake to 

attend high school too.  After high school Wallace wanted 

to go on to college and was admitted to BYU.  He attended 

there, living with his sister, Josephine, and her family part 

of the time and "batching" with some other young men 

the rest of the time.  Money was tight and Wallace 

returned home to Woodruff after two quarters to help his 

family with their dry farm and to help build a new house 

for them.  Wallace would have liked to have gotten more 

education, as would Margaret.  Wallace and Margaret 

always encouraged their children to get as much education 

as possible and helped them as much as they could 

financially to be able to go to school.  

  

Wallace married Margaret October 27, 1929, the day 

Margaret turned 21, in the new Mesa, Arizona Temple, 

dedicated two years earlier.  Wallace was 20.  They came 

to Mesa with friends George and Pearl Gardner Turley, 

who were also sealed that day.  Neither of their parents  
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were able to come for the sealing, but they wanted to be married in the Temple.  Wallace and Margaret 

remained faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout their lives.  For the first years of their marriage they 

lived in Woodruff, first in an upstairs room in Wallace's parents' home and then in their own small home.  Later 

in the 1930s Wallace built a home on the southwest corner of Woodruff, with the help of family and friends.  It 

was a home they were proud of.  

  

In the 1940s, after Margaret's mother passed away, they decided to move to Mesa to give their children more 

opportunities.  They had three daughters at that time, Ella Mae, Donna Lee and Loreine.  They made the move 

in 1943, buying two acres on South Stapley Drive (then Powerhouse Road) in east Mesa. Wallace brought 2000 

laying hens with them but the chickens soon died due to the heat.  Wallace began looking for work in 

construction in the growing World War II era in Mesa.  He did not have formal training but he learned quickly 

and soon was plastering, laying block, pouring and finishing concrete and framing.  He was willing to take on 

any project, and was able to support his family by his hard work.  A son, Wallace Alan, was born in 1946.  In 

1948 Wallace and Margaret decided to move to Provo, Utah to be closer to Ella Mae and Donna who were 

both attending BYU that year.  Wallace continued to do construction projects and worked sometimes for BYU, 

working on the Eyring Science Center when it was under construction and other campus buildings.  In the 

Eyring Science Center he laid the circular masonry track for the revolving telescope in the Planetarium, which 

had to be 

perfectly flat, due 

to his skill at 

masonry work. 

  

 In 1951, their 

second son was 

born in Provo, 

James Wayne.  In 

1953 at a stake 

conference, a 

visiting general 

authority 

announced that 

the Church was in 

need of older 

missionaries 

because of the 

Korean War.  

Wallace and 

Margaret and 

their older 

daughters 

discussed it and  

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT from ALMA RUBIN TURLEY FAMILY 
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prayed about it, and decided he would offer his name for consideration.  Ella Mae was just married and no 

longer at home. Donna was just graduating from BYU and had taken a teaching job at Snowflake High School.  

Loreine was a junior in high school at 17, Alan was 7 and Wayne was 2.  Wallace was called to serve a full-time 

mission to the California Mission in 1953-55.  The family moved back to Mesa where they had a home and 

some small apartments.  Donna and Ella Mae helped financially, as did Wallace's Seventies' quorum in the 

Provo 5th Ward and other friends in Mesa.  As it turned out, the apartments were in terrible condition but 

Wallace never saw them before leaving for his mission.  Margaret cleaned them up, repaired them one by one 

and tried to maintain them while Wallace was gone.   

 

The family was tested while Wallace was gone and blessed 

as well.  Loreine was in a car accident which demolished 

their only car and almost took her life.  Wallace was 

permitted to return home for a short time while she was in 

critical condition, but then chose to return to his mission 

when Loreine improved.  The day prior to returning to 

California, Wallace was able to baptize and confirm Alan a 

member of the Church, after gaining approval from 

Priesthood authorities, even though it was the day before 

Alan turned 8 years old.  Wallace completed his two-year 

mission honorably and faithfully, leaving his family and 

trusting in the Lord, as did early missionaries in Church.   

In later years Wallace was a salesman for real 

estate, insurance, Neo-Life (vitamins and 

health food products), Amway and other 

products.  

  

When Alan was on a mission, Wallace 

suffered a herniated disk in his back which 

incapacitated him for a lengthy time.  

Margaret went to work in a bakery and then 

cleaning and sewing in the Temple to help 

support Alan on his mission.  As soon as he 

was able, with the help of a friend, Owen 

Rogers, Wallace took a job as the custodian 

for the Inter-Stake Center in Mesa, on the 

corner of Horne and Second Avenue.   

 

He worked there until he retired at age 74, 

faithfully supervising basketball and volleyball 
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many nights and taking care of Temple excursions from Mexico and Central America as the Church added a 

large dormitory to the Inter-Stake Center.  

 

Wallace loved his children and grandchildren.  He loved all people and looked for opportunities to serve others 

and share the gospel all of his life.  He and Margaret were never wealthy but they were prudent and good 

stewards with what they were blessed with.  He and Margaret tried to stay out of debt.  They provided for 

their family and they shared with others.  Wallace and Margaret were faithful tithe payers and set that 

example for their family.   

 

Wallace had a strong testimony of the gospel which he frequently shared with his family and friends and 

neighbors.  He was always a missionary.  He led his family in family prayer every day.  He loved to read and 

study the scriptures and other good books.  He served in whatever calling was extended to him, frequently as a 

missionary.  He was a Seventy and later a High Priest and served faithfully in those quorums. Wallace passed 

away in 1992 at his home.  We miss his cheerful optimism and unselfishness.  His family loved Wallace and 

Margaret dearly. 

(Wallace – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 
EARLY DAYS ON SUNDOWN RANCH 

“I remember Ormus and Ita Hunt Turley”, by Wilma F. Turley 

[This letter was written January 9, 1982 at the request of the children of Ormus and Ita for an unknown occasion after 

their parents were dead. Submitted by Wilma’s granddaughter, Natalie Robison Tanner.] 

 

To me, it is never Ita without Ormus.  This is my tribute to a beloved brother and sister-in-law.  What 

memories, just to mention their names brings a flood of fondest memories of my first years at the Ranch, 

Sundown Ranch, Aripine, Arizona.  I could write a book about it (and likely will) because it is such a precious 

time of my life. 

 

Fred and I were married June 1, 1920 and made our home at the Turley Ranch after a three week Honeymoon 

trip to Salt Lake City, Utah to have our marriage sealed in the Temple.  It took five long, dusty days to get there 

and six days to get back in an old Overland car.  Fred had never driven a car before, so it really was an ordeal 

and much learning all along the way.  Bern and Grace Gibson accompanied us which was a nice experience for 

all of us.  The only pavement we had on the whole trip was fifty miles from Provo to Salt Lake City, and we had 

four tires blow out.  They couldn’t take it! 

 

It was heaven to get settled at the Ranch and meet my new family, Ormus (Boost) and Ita married five years 

and had two adorable kids, Sheldon and Clair with big brown eyes; Barr and Grace with Lavon, a big, fine boy 

of seven years, and cute, little blonde Corrine; Harvey and Harry, the handsome, husky fifteen year old twins,  
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living with [their] father [Theodore W.] Turley and 

Aunt Saline [their stepmother] in the log house with 

the big wonderful fireplace.  What nice folks to start 

ranching with. 

 

The boys and father Turley had formed a company 

to feed out old cows on silage, butcher them, and 

sell to the meat market at the new lumber mill at 

Cooley (now McNary).  After the war [WWI] this 

kind of beef had good sale, and they had the 

prospect of “gettin’ rich.”  The corn was planted and 

doing well, but we had to build the silos to put it 

into, and that we did with such a will, you never saw 

the like of those Turley Brothers [Ormus, Barr, Fred, 

Harvey and Harry] working together.  They built two 

huge silos, a monument to them and still standing 

the test of excellent workmanship. 

 

Ita, Aunt Saline, Grace and I cooked lots of beans 

and steamed pudding that first summer, along with 

bread and our freshly churned butter, it was feasting 

every day for the Turley brothers. 

 

Another thing we three girls had in common; we 

were all expecting babies!  What joy.  Ita’s was to 

come in January and be Keith, mine was to come in 

March, but he fooled us and came the 27th of February, our Stan; Grace’s to come in June, to be Jay.  Keith 

turned out to be a “red head” with big soulful brown eyes, Stan a “black head” with big brown eyes, and Jay a 

“white head” with big blue eyes.  They have always 

been a special treat to me, those three cute kids. 

 

The rains were good that summer and our crops 

were most excellent.  We filled the silos with 

wonderful corn, bought old cows (heretofore, no 

sale for old cows and bulls, they just died on the 

range.)  The neighbors round about were glad to let 

us have them.  

 

We laid in several tons of cotton seed meal to go 

with the silage to fatten the cows and were all set for the winter, going gaily into debt for the whole thing, we 

didn’t have a cent, any of us, but our credit was good and so was our idea and prospects. (We thought.)  The  

Wilma Fillerup and Fred Turley before they were married 
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winter was mild, the cows took to the feed, “Lickin’ themselves in the sun” and putting on weight and doing 

real well.  We could start moving them out after Christmas.  The market started dropping about the last of 

November, we were not too worried, but by the time we were ready to butcher, the bottom fell “plumb out of 

the beef market” and we couldn’t sell a hoof.  Nobody wanted to take them at any price.  After a time we 

dissolved the company.  Fred and Barr bought Father’s place, Al Frost’s place and assumed the big debt of 

several thousand dollars that took us sixteen years to pay off.  Father Turley and Aunt Saline left the ranch and 

made their year-round home in Snowflake, Harvey and Harry went on to High School, Ormus and Ita lived at 

the Ranch for a few years while Ormus worked for the Forest Service, and different jobs to keep the family 

going.  The older kids, Lavon, Sheldon, Clair, Corrine, the Flake kids, the Dutch and Henry Reidhead boys, June 

and Helen and one winter of 1924, the Walker family.  Mr. Walker was the County Trapper at that time.  It was 

a very happy, thriving community and we all enjoyed it.   

 

The Theodore W. Turley family, celebrating his 60th birthday at Sundown Ranch. August 17, 1923.  

First row, L to R, small children: Bill Flake, Clair, Corinne, Sheldon and Keith Turley, Thelma and Minnie Frost, 

Fontella and Genevieve Tanner, Myrtle Bates, Margie Frost, Stan Turley, Melba Flake, Jay Turley. 

Second row, older children: Chet Frost, Lavon Turley, Burton Flake, Zona Flake, Theodore Bates and sister 

Lucille, Dixie and Amelia Frost, holding baby sister Alla Pearl. 

Third row: Fred and Wilma Turley holding baby Grant, Ormus and Ita Turley, Pearl Turley and husband Al Frost, 

Roberta (Turley) Tanner, Lucy Turley Bates holding baby Dorothy, Grace F. Turley, Harry Turley (twin), 

grandfather William Jordan Flake, Laron Bates, Harvey Turley (twin), Theodore W. Turley, Arthur Tanner, Aunt 

Saline, Barr Turley. (The Flakes belong to Uncle John T. Flake) 
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November of 1925 Adelene was born at the Ranch; Aunt Elsie Flake was the kind and very efficient mid-wife 

who took care of Ita.  She had delivered my Grant, June 18, 1922, Beulah and Adelene in 1924, my Wanda May 

14, 1926, and her own Lorenzo.  It was pretty nice for us girls to have Aunt Elsie living so close to come down 

and take care of us, and I shall always especially love her for that.  Gerald was born at Snowflake after they left 

the Ranch.  Ormus and Ita moved to Snowflake soon after Adelene was born so Ormus could get better work.  

Later they moved to Chino Valley and we didn’t see much of them from then on, as we didn’t travel much in 

those days.  But life on the Ranch was a pretty wonderful place for all our kids to grow up roaming the hills 

without worry, helping make molasses in the fall as well as doing other harvest-time jobs and helping with the 

cattle and horses, playing on the piles of corn and helping butcher the pigs and a beef.  Every day had its 

delight. 

 
The few years we had together are memorable.  I enjoyed taking Stan and Grant over to play with the “3 

Musketeers” as we called Sheldon, Clair and Keith while Ita and I darned stockings and patched overalls.  The 

kids wore long cotton stockings and long-john underwear in the winter in those days, stocking caps on their 

heads and nice warm coats.  Real comfy.  Ita was well-read, and a Bible student.  We enjoyed hashing over 

these things and our hours together were uplifting as well as getting our tedious mending done.  We were all 

thrifty and got along very well.  It seemed the Ranch supplied most of our need as far as good was concerned 

and we were happy and satisfied. 

 

We met on Sundays, usually at Barr and Grace’s house in the winter and down at Deckers in the summer. Ita 

was the Secretary most of that time, and very faithful, for our little home Sunday School.  We had built a 

comfortable adobe school house late in 1923 where all the kids attended school.  We used that old school 

house until 1943 when there was no need for a school at Aripine.  All the kids had grown up. 
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In the early fall we three wives with our babies and little kids would husk great piles of corn down at the silo at 

harvest time each afternoon.  The boys (our husbands) pulled the ripened mature ears of corn as the stalks 

went into the gutter, then into the silo.  Our little kids like to “tromp” the silage as it fell.  We always had 

plenty of good corn for our pigs and chickens, as well as rich silage for the cattle.  The horses had oats and hay.  

We also raised cane to make molasses and that was a great time for the kids.  We also picked wild grapes in 

Park Wash for grape jelly. 

 

Fred got the wise notion of 

making our little boys have 

better thicker hair as their little 

heads always seemed lacking in 

luster and thickness.  Convincing 

Ita it was the thing to do (of 

course I went along with Fred) 

he got out the old clippers and 

clipped to the pink skin, all five 

of those heads, Sheldon, Clair, 

Keith, Stan and Grant.  I have a 

cute little picture of them to 

prove it.  Their hair came back 

slowly, but not thick and lustrous 

as promised, just the same thin, 

fine hair.  Oh yes, the clipping 

was supposed to “stiffen” the 

hair. 

 

This has been fun to reminisce 

for you four boys, Sheldon, Clair, 

Keith and Gerald and your 

children and their children, and I 

hope it can be worth your time 

to read.  I am proud of you and 

your families and your 

accomplishments and pray the 

Lord to bless you and keep you.  

I dearly love Ormus and Ita. 

 

My love to you, 

[signed] Aunt Wilma 

 

(Natalie – Monita – Frederick – Theodore Wilford – Isaac – Theodore)  

L to R: Grant, Sheldon, Keith and Clair Turley, and Grant’s brother, Stan Turley 

Children of Theodore W. and Mary Agnes Flake Turley  

(L to R): Lucy, Pearl, Roberta, Fred, Barr and Harvey Turley.   

Not pictured: Ormus and Harry Turley. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MORMONS, by Elise Mackey 

High school. A necessary evil, I guess. Well, it’s not really evil, but the homework is. Especially in history. In my 

U.S. history class we’d learned about the Pilgrims and Puritans, the Founding Fathers, and the expansion from 

the original colonies. It all sounded familiar.  

 

But when we got to the part about Manifest Destiny and the role Mormons played in the settlement of the 

West, I couldn’t believe what I was reading. I knew that there were some controversial events and even 

controversial figures in Church history, but it seemed like the authors of my textbook were presenting the 

most negative interpretation possible rather than a factual overview. 

 

“Mom, is this really true?” I asked. 

 

I pointed to the page I was on, and my mom read the first paragraph and then stopped. “Wow,” she said. 

“Where did they come up with that information?” 

 

The book had no footnotes, so we started checking some of the statements. It took hours, but we checked in 

the Doctrine and Covenants, cross-checked manuals online at LDS.org, and found original documents at 

JosephSmithPapers.org. It was so cool to see the handwritten petition for redress, which Joseph Smith 

personally delivered to President Martin Van Buren (President of the United States) and to learn more about 

what really forced the Saints to leave Missouri and settle in Nauvoo. We also searched for a few of the quotes 

and found more original documents online at the Illinois and Missouri State Historical Societies. They showed 

what the textbook had taken out of context. 
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My high school has over 1,600 students, and I’m one of only two Mormons. I didn’t want what we were 

reading to be the only thing the kids in my class ever learned about the Church. (I also checked and found out 

that this U.S. history book was first published in 1981, which means thousands of high school students had 

been taught false information.) 

 

I’m not the type to draw attention to myself, but because I’d found out that so much of what was in our 

textbook was wrong, I decided to ask my teacher if he would let me make a presentation to my class. My mom 

helped me type up the corrections, but when I showed my teacher the pages of information, he just glanced at 

them and said, “When authors have to cover 80 years of history in a couple of paragraphs, they aren’t going to 

be able to include all the details.” 

 

I was really disappointed. I knew I could talk with my 

friends and point out specific errors, but there was no way 

for me to help the 25 other kids in my class—not to 

mention the kids in my teacher’s other classes—

understand the truth about Mormons. I didn’t know what 

to do. 

 

A week later my teacher changed his mind. He’d actually read the information I’d given him and realized that 

the authors hadn’t just skipped parts of Church history or shown one side of it; they’d actually made up things 

that weren’t even based on the truth. He wanted our class to know what was real, and he even wanted to 

publish what I’d given him so all the teachers in our school district could use it as a resource!  

 

Like the scriptures say, even a little candle, when set on a hill, can give a lot of light (see Matthew 5:14–16). 

(Elise – Jennifer – David – Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 
LIFE STORY OF JOHN TOLTON, submitted by Tony Turley 

John Tolton was the father of Edward Tolton, who was the father of Clara Ann Tolton Turley (wife of Isaac Turley) 

 

John Tolton, son of John Tolton and Ann Malin, was born in Churchover, Warwickshire, England on December 

21, 1787. He married Ann Smith in 1811 and they had four daughters and two sons.  

 

John was a Baptist minister on Sunday and other special occasions, but during the week, he was overseeing the 

“brick-making” plant. Tall, serene, deeply enthused with his work and calling, he devoted himself to the 

interests, both spiritual and temporal, of his little flock. When the restored gospel of Jesus Christ was brought 

to him and his family by the British missionaries, they made the decision to sacrifice home, business interests, 

and family traditions to gather with the Mormon saints in America. 

The textbook said some things about the 

Church that seemed wrong, but I had to 

find out for myself—and my classmates. 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT from EDWARD FRANKLIN TURLEY FAMILY 
 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT from TOLTON FAMILY 
 



Page 28  August 2016 TTFO Newsletter 

On the 15th of September 1842, the Toltons set sail in the sailing vessel “Medford” from Liverpool England, for 

a new home in America. For six weeks the journey continued, until the ship cast anchor at New Orleans on 

November 1, 1842. Shortly after arriving in New Orleans, they embarked on a river steamer for St. Louis and 

John began to cast about for a farm to purchase where he could rear his large family. He purchased a farm at 

Monticello, Illinois. 

 

In 1853 most of the Saints were organizing a company to come west to Utah. John and Ann and three of their 

daughters and one son came west. This became known as the “St. Louis Company” and consisted of 14 

wagons. It was commanded by John Tolton until reaching Council Bluff, where they joined the main company 

bound for Utah, under Moses Clawson. The company began the journey westward with 57 wagons, and 

arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on September 18, 1853. 

 

The Tolton family accepted various calls from the Prophet Brigham Young to settle different parts of the 

Territory of Utah. At the General Conference of the Church on October 6, 185, John Tolton and family were 

called to settle Tooele. The family stayed in Tooele until March 1857. In the fall of 1857, a call came from 

President Young for the Tolton family to vacate Grantsville and settle Willard in Box Elder County. In response 

to this call, John spent the fall and winter of 1857-1858 in building a log house at Willard, and in clearing ten 

acres of land preparatory to spring planting. 

 

Returning home to Grantsville in early March, 1858, he disposed of his small holding, and the family began the 

trek to the new home. Upon reaching Salt Lake City in time for the annual April Conference they learned they 

were to disregard the call to Willard and proceed at the close of conference to San Pete County and help 

colonize that area of the territory. The spirit of obedience to authority had at all times characterized the lives 

of Father Tolton and his son, Edward. Though disappointed over having to forego their desire to go to Willard, 

they sacrificed their home there, and proceeded to Ephraim, San Pete County. 

 

Indian depredations were frequent. Chief Walker and his tribes were on the rampage. Undaunted, this little 

band of people braved the danger, trusting in a divine providence to protect them. A fort was built at Ephraim 

as a protection against Indian tribes. Matters progressed favorably in their Ephraim home not withstanding 

their many hardships, until the winter of 1863-1864, when a call came from President Young to settle 

Circleville, Piute County. Early spring found them in their new location. 

 

A fort was created and crops planted and a thriving community founded. The town of Circleville grew and 

prospered for a period of two years when Indian hostilities began. Later, troubles with the Indians caused the 

settlers to vacate the valley. They hurriedly left Circleville, leaving behind personal belongings, household 

goods, a few head of sheep, growing crops, etc., and took only their wagons, oxen and cows. At that time, 

eleven Toltons left Circleville in much the same manner and went over the mountains into Beaver. 

 

It was in Circleville that John Tolton passed the age of seventy-five years and passed away in 1865. He was 

buried in Circleville. He was a man of high ideals, honest, upright in all of his dealings, full of integrity, and 

devoted to the Gospel he had espoused. 
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THEODORE TURLEY’S GRAVESITE, by Kay Lovell 

August 8, 2016 

I thought I would pass alone some information I discovered relative to Theodore Turley’s grave site in Beaver.  

  

At a recent TTFO meeting, I heard a story of the Beaver City cemetery being destroyed and the grave site of 

Theodore Turley was unknown. A family member had visited the cemetery and through inspiration, had 

located where he thought Theodore Turley was buried. There the family erected a current headstone. 

  

I wanted to get more information on how the cemetery had been destroyed since it was indicated that a 

disgruntled bishop had done the deed. 

  

I contacted Leonard Foster who has been a resident of Beaver for some 35 years. He had been the postmaster 

in the town for most of those years until he retired. He had also been a bishop and the mayor there. He was 

unaware of that story. He went to the city office and spoke to the city recorder. Her report is: 

  

There had been a fire in the cemetery which had burned the wood grave markers. There had also been 

a fire in the courthouse that destroyed the records of where people were buried. The city made an 

extensive effort to recreate the burial plots and determine who was buried there and where. They had 

even driven rods into the ground to ascertain where grave sites were and to establish the cemetery 

grid. The city personnel are confident that they have been successful in identifying most grave sites 

and who is buried there. (There are still some unknown graves). 

  

The recorder indicated that they know where the grave site of Theodore Turley is. 

 

Since I had not heard the story before, I just wanted to verify or discredit it. I guess that is part of the family 

lore. 

Kay Lovell, klovell7@comcast.net 

(Kay – Louise – Ida – George – Isaac – Theodore) 

 
 

 
CALLING FOR FAMILY INFORMATION 

We want to share your news!  Please contribute important experiences, announcements and pictures to be 

included in this newsletter.  You may contact your family representative (page 5) or send an email directly to 

turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com with your name, address and Turley family line.  

 

 

 

ANCESTOR DETECTORS 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

mailto:klovell7@comcast.net
mailto:turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
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Have you donated to the Theodore Turley Family Organization lately? 

 

What do you get if you donate to the Theodore Turley Family Organization? 

 The honor of being one of the select few to support our organization. We only have 27 paying 

members in an organization of over 1600. 

 Tax deductions.  The Theodore Turley Family Organization is a registered non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization. All donations are tax-deductible. 

 The option to support special projects that are of interest to you. Current projects include the Salt Lake 

City Cemetery headstones and setting up a website for the organization.  Future projects can be 

anything you can imagine… online libraries, photo preservation, family history research… the sky is the 

limit! 

 Paper copies of the newsletter mailed to you if you desire.  There are currently 25 mail subscriptions 

and 1168 email subscriptions. 

 Benefiting from field trips and family gatherings across the country to meet extended family members 

in person.  Are you ready to find a new friend? 

 

So what can you spare today to help us advance our organization and reach our goals of sharing information 

and bringing the extended family together? Please donate whatever amount you are able.  Everything helps!  

And any donations made between now and Labor Day will be matched by one of our family members… so your 

dollar will have twice the impact if you make a donation now. 

   

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION BY MAIL  

Please send a check made out to the “Theodore Turley Family Organization” to our Treasurer.   

Carolee Pyper, Treasurer 

595 Wilford Ave, Murray, UT 84107 

801-265-3811, pyperfamily@gmail.com  

   

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION ELECTRONICALLY ONLINE 

Send a payment via PayPal to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.  

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
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