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UPCOMING EVENTS:  Theodore Turley Family Organization 

Leadership Meeting 

The Theodore Turley Family Organization meets in Salt Lake twice a 

year to review business and to plan future efforts and events.  The 

next meeting will be Friday March 30th, starting at 10 a.m. at the 

Ensign Stake Center church building (located at 135 A Street, Salt 

Lake City, UT) in the high council room on the lower floor, west side 

of building. Each branch of the family should send at least one 

representative, but anyone is welcome to attend. Lunch will be 

provided.  The following discussion topics are on the agenda: 

 Non-profit status for the organization 

 Launching new www.turleyfamily.org website  

 Newsletter subscriptions 

 Research 
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GENEALOGY RESEARCH 

Are you actively researching the end of any family lines connected 

with the Turleys? TTFO would like to better understand if anyone 

is working on ancestral lines so that we can get more people 

involved where they are needed.   If you have any information on 

current research efforts, or would like to volunteer, please 

contact turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.   

 

mailto:turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
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FAMILY REPRESENTATIVE JOB DESCRIPTION by Richard Turley, Sr., President 

 

Dear Members of the TTFO family who receive this newsletter: 

We have felt it wise to prepare a job description for your family representatives.  The Job Description which is 

included in this TTFO Newsletter has resulted from reviews and feedback from current family representatives 

and TTFO leaders.  We hope that this job description will help the TTFO be for the various family branches 

what it is intended to be, an enhancement that will help the TTFO achieve its purposes.  We are always 

interested in feedback; so, let us know if you have additional ideas or expectations of your family 

representative or of the TTFO leaders. 

I am grateful for the wonderful service provided by members of the TTFO leadership.  They are diligent in their 

efforts to accomplish the purposes of the TTFO.  We hope that you had a very Merry Christmas, and we wish 

you a very Happy New Year.  Hopefully this nation will learn how to live within its means, and may we all do 

the same. 

With love and best wishes, always and forever, 

Richard E. Turley, Sr. (Richard – Edward – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

Job Description for a TTFO Family Representative: 

 Must be willing to serve their family branch as a TTFO family representative. (We recommend that each 

family branch have at least two representatives at any point in time, one acting as the lead, and one in 

training as a back-up.) If a family representative needs to be released from this responsibility, they should: 

(1) inform the TTFO leadership; (2) ask the other representative to take the lead; (3) consult the family to 

find a replacement to be trained; and (4) provide the new replacement an overview of their 

responsibilities as a family representative. 

 Must be sufficiently computer literate to communicate with the family by e-mail, as well as by phone. If 

training in this, or any other family representative responsibility is needed, other members of the family 

can help, or a request for help can be made to the TTFO. 

 Attend each semi-annual leadership meeting, or send a proxy, or participate by telephone. 

 Must be willing to keep in touch with members of the family (shortly after the spring and/or the fall TTFO 

Council meetings in SLC is suggested) to help them report news items (at least one per family branch for 

each TTFO newsletter), encourage them to become dues-paying members, update contact information, 

etc. 

 Communicate the mission of the TTFO organization to members of their family branch and encourage 

family members to attend family reunions when scheduled. 

 Work on TTFO committees and/or find members of their family branch to contribute to committee 

projects. 

 Communicate with family branch members to facilitate the submission of data updates for new versions of 

the TTFO data base, if TTFO pursues a future version of the Red Book on DVD. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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 TTFO LEADERSHIP MEETING MINUTES – September 30, 2011 

Those in attendance:  Richard Turley, Sr. and his wife, Natalie Tanner, Hilary Turley, Wayne Turley, David 

Turley, Marc Haws, Tony Turley, Janet Packham, Anne Turley, Brent Turley, Adrienne Williams, Ann Lewis, 

Susan Ethington.   

Richard Turley Sr. presided & welcomed at the meeting.  

Marie Waldvogel was excused, Natalie Tanner took 

minutes. Following the Meeting Agenda Sheet, the first 

item was a discussion of the April Meeting minutes.   

We then skipped to item #10; Legal Considerations, led by 

Marc Haws.  He had his son Gabe Haws on speaker phone 

with him as we discussed the items in the papers entitled 

“Articles of Incorporation”.  We went through each 

article, and people discussed the pros and cons of 

becoming an incorporated organization and asked Marc 

and Gabe questions.  David Turley brought up the 

question of filing tax returns and the added burden of 

those involved.  There is a preliminary draft that Gabe is 

willing to prepare pro bono for the organization.  Article 

VIII, Board of Directors was also discussed; how many and 

whom will be listed was discussed.  They will get back to 

us with the discussed amendments.  Marc was excused.   

Hilary reviewed the Treasurer’s report, including dues.  It 

was decided that we can no longer afford to send out 

paper copies of the newsletter. Since the number of 

paying members has declined in the last 3 years we’ve 

lost our bulk mailing discount and the newsletters have 

become too expensive.  We will just provide email 

versions and make sure that someone can print out copies 

for those family members who don’t do email.  Once we 

incorporate we can raise funds tax exempt.  We talked 

about one benefit of an email only newsletter is that we 

don’t need to limit page numbers for mailing purposes.   

It was decided that each family representative would 

receive a list of present and past members from Hilary 

and would contact them to switch to email delivery.  This 

effort will start in October, and all updates should be 

submitted back to Hilary by January 10, 2012. 

The group decided that each family representative would 

be responsible for submitting at least 1 major article in 

2012 for the newsletters, and 2 minor announcements or 

pictures or short stories for the other 2012 newsletters. 

This will enable each family branch to be represented in 

each newsletter. 

Hilary also presented her ideas on proposals of a family 

website.  These are listed on the “Website Options” pages 

distributed at the meeting.  We agreed with Hilary that 

option #3 seemed to make the most sense and cover our 

needs best.  We discussed finding a webmaster from our 

extended family ranks.  There were names discussed, but 

no one settled on.  Hilary will use the newsletter to find 

volunteers to help develop the website, and will work to 

have a website prototype available by the next meeting. 

Tony Turley handed out a photo copy of a page from the 

Ward in Mexico where some of the Turleys attended.   

David Turley talked about the “Red Book”.  We discussed 

the impossibility of a book form, and why discs make 

more sense.  The cost was discussed.  We decided that 

the cost should be kept low and not be used as a money 

maker for the organization.  Discs will be finalized at the 

beginning of December and made available for sale & 

delivery before Christmas.   

Susan Ethington has been working hard on a Theodore 

Turley Family tree on Ancestry.com.  She has invited all of 

us to be editors of it.  She also had some family temple 

names to do.  Richard Turley, Sr. took some, and Natalie 

Tanner took some. 

It was discussed that we need a formal letter of invitation 

to become a family representative, or serve somewhere in 

the organization.  There seems to be some confusion as to 

whether or not people feel it’s been an official invitation 

and commitment.  Richard suggested Marie draft a letter 

that would be appropriate.  Richard will find another 

representative to assist Marie Dugger with the Edward 

Franklin line, and will find another representative to 

replace Doug Turley on the Hyrum Turley line.

LEADERSHIP MEETING UPDATE 
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Leadership Role Family Member 

 
President Richard Turley, Sr.   turleyri@q.com 

 
Vice President Natalie Tanner 801-377 3565 natalie.tanner@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary Marie Waldvogel   kona0044@msn.com 

 
Treasurer, Membership & Newsletters Hilary Turley 510-457-1413 hnturley@gmail.com 

 

Contact your Family Representative with questions or submissions for the newsletter. 

Family Group Family Representative 
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Mary Ann Turley Cook Lorie Okel 360-546-1219 ljokel@comcast.net 

Priscilla Rebecca Turley Lyman     (Volunteer Needed)   

Fredrick Turley     (Volunteer Needed)   

Sarah Elizabeth Turley Franklin Donald Mitchell   dmitchell@neb.rr.com 
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Theodore Wilford Turley Natalie Tanner 801-377 3565 natalie.tanner@yahoo.com 

William Henry Turley     (Volunteer Needed)   

Alma Rubin Turley 

Annette Raley 623-412-9493 annetteraley@ajrmarketing.com 

Robert Judd 435-628-5041 rjudd@pes.washk12.org 

Wayne Turley 480-246-6505 wayneturley@gmail.com 

Joseph Hartley Turley Julie Adair 928-333-4185 jadair3@juno.com 

Hyrum Turley 
Richard Lee 480-814-8374 richardo.lee1@mac.com 

Berneil Lee 928-288-9060 iblee@cableone.net 

George Albert Turley Tami Thompson 702-476-6337 
 

Charles Dennis Turley Nancy Eldridge 505-867-5760 eldridge42@hotmail.com 

John Andrew Turley Susan Hanes 360-225-7455   
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Edward Franklin Turley Marie Dugger 480-926-8828 jim.dugger@cox.net 

 Luana Rogers  dan.luana@comcast.net 

Esther Turley McClellan 

Claudette Jones 480-969-6022 bandcjones@cox.net 

Bill Jones 480-830-5090 azbillj@cox.net 

Doug Roy 
 

ldsroy@hotmail.com 

Frances Turley Romney 
Ted Pyper 303-845-2562 tedpyper@gmail.com 

Mike Mullen 915-593-1973 mmull1625@aol.com 

Ernest Tolton Turley Tony Turley 208-356-8673 turleytt@yahoo.com 

Clara Ellen (Nellie) Turley Walser 
Bud Breillatt 847-949-7292 breillatt@juno.com 

Adrienne Williams 801-492-4110 adrienne.w1@gmail.com 

Isaac Turley, Jr. Marc Haws   marc.haws@usdoj.gov 

Anna Priscilla Turley Van Wagoner Becky Cushing   robertjcushing@hotmail.com 

Charlotte Turley Bushman Ann Lewis 801-224-9355 annlewis@byu.net 
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Susan Ethington 801-374-5103 sbethington@msn.com 

Robert Barrett   robert_barrett@comcast.net 

Jacob Omner Turley     (Volunteer Needed)   

  

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
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TTFO WELCOMES A NEW FAMILY REPRESENTATIVE, LUANA TURLEY ROGERS 

I, Luana Turley Rogers, have been asked to be a family representative for the Edward & Ida Turley line by our 

President, Richard Turley.  I was pleased to be considered.  I have a love for family history but because of 

assignments my husband has had and my own assignments, I’ve not been able to be very involved.  My desire 

is to reach out to those in this branch of the Turley family who would like to be more involved in the TTFO.  

First of all I need the family e-mails.  I have sources for Vernon and Harold, but if those from the lines of 

Clarence, Eyring, and Theresa would contact me, it would be appreciated.  My e-mail address is:  

dan.luana@comcast.net 

Just a little about me:  I was born to wonderful parents (Harold & Ireta Turley) and married a man who loved 

the Lord more than me.  We have seven children and twenty-six grandchildren.  I have loved missionary work 

as I had the opportunity to be in the mission home as a teenager and a college student while my parents 

served as mission president and companion of the West Mexican Mission, and then as a companion to my 

husband as we served as president and companion in the Missouri Independence Mission.  We are now 

serving in the Bountiful Temple: my husband, Dan, as a sealer, and I as an ordinance worker.  We have found 

great joy in serving and count our blessings every day. 

(Luana – Harold – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 
 

ALVIN HOPE TURLEY, 

youngest son of 

Theodore and Ruth, 

was born in San 

Bernardino, California 

in 1855. In 1872 at the 

age of 16 he died of 

typhoid fever in Salt 

Lake City. He is buried 

in the Salt Lake City 

Cemetery in an 

unmarked grave.  Ann 

Lewis recently found 

this photograph of Alvin 

among some Turley 

things in her 

possession.  

 

 

Dear Turley Family Contact, 

I grew up Chuichupa, Mexico 

in the 1930’s.  I am doing 

research into books available on the 

history of the Mormon Colonies.  I found 

a copy of History of the Mormon Colonies 

in Mexico: (The Juarez Stake) 1885-1980 

and would like to own a copy of my own.  

Would you be able to tell me where I 

could purchase a copy?  I would 

appreciate any information you could 

send me. 

Marilyn Turley Lee is a co-

editor/publisher of this book. 

You may contact her 

at marilynjtlee@gmail.com to find out 

more about ordering a copy.

Q: 

A: 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY LEADERSHIP 
 

ANCESTOR DETECTORS 

Alvin Hope Turley 

mailto:dan.luana@comcast.net
mailto:marilynjtlee@gmail.com
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MYSTERY PHOTO 

Does anyone know for sure or not if this is Frances, wife of Theodore 

Turley, who was born in 1801 in England and died in 1847 at Winter 

Quarters?  

No, it is not Frances Amelia Kimberley.  See the detailed answers 

received since we asked this question in the October 2011 TTFO 

Newsletter. 

 

September 28, 2011 

Hilary Turley, 

I am writing this note for my wife Anita Reheis 

(Bradshaw, McClellan, Turley). She read the Turley 

newsletter which was received today, and looked at 

the mystery photo. She got out her books and said 

the photo is like the one she has of Mary Ann 

Tomlinson married to Edward Tolton. 

Anita has a book on The Edward Tolton Family. It has 

the wedding photo of Mary Ann Tomlinson and 

Edward Tolton. Plus Anita has 2 other small photos 

of Mary Ann Tomlinson handed down from her 

family. All of them resemble the mystery photo. I 

scanned the large wedding photo from The Edward 

Tolton book and was going to send it to you, but my 

computer is not cooperating. 

We are leaving in the morning to go out of town. We 

will send the photo's at the end of next week. We 

enjoy reading the newsletters. We have asked some 

of the family to make sure they have sent in their 

information to David Turley. We appreciate the work 

you do with the newsletter. Best wishes. 

Paul and Anita Reheis, Mesa, AZ 

(Anita – Clara – Esther – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 

 

October 6, 2011 

Hello Dear Family, 

Thanks so much for the newsy Newsletters.  

The Mystery Photo is of Mary Ann Tomlinson, who is 

the mother of Clara Ann Tolton Turley, Isaac's wife.  

So this is not Frances Amelia Kimberley, Theodore's 

wife, but rather his son Isaac's mother-in-law.  As far 

as I know we have no pictures of Frances Amelia.  

My mother, Hazel McClellan (Roy) Mortensen, and 

some of my Aunts and Ralph Fuller, my cousin, all 

looked for many of the Ancestral pictures while 

compiling pictures for the original Theodore Turley 

Book years ago. 

 If any one comes up with a picture of 

Frances Amelia, I would be most grateful for a copy.  

Thanks to all of you putting out the TT Family 

Newsletter.  It's great! 

 My love to you all, 

Florene Roy Brinkerhoff  

(grandmabrinkerhoff@gmail.com)  

(Florene – Hazel – Esther – Isaac – Theodore)

 

 

Do you have a research question you would like to ask the extended family?  Send in your question to 

turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com by May 10, 2012 to be shared in the next newsletter. 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY WEBSITE: www.turleyfamily.org 

Q: 
A: 

ANCESTOR DETECTORS 

Mystery Photo Identified: 

 Mary Ann Tomlinson 

mailto:grandmabrinkerhoff@gmail.com
mailto:turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com
http://www.turleyfamily.org/
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November 10, 2011 

Hi Hilary, 

I went to visit Bob Anderson, the Charlotte family rep before I took the job.  He just turned 85.  Last week he 

was going through a box of old things from his mother, Ella Gladys Barker (Ella Isadora Bushman, Charlotte 

Turley Bushman, Theodore Turley) and he found 

some family treasures from our Charlotte branch.  

He gave me 5 portrait quality photos of my 

Charlotte's family members and also one of 

Amelia Turley, wife of Frederick Turley, 

Theodore's son.  

Here's the info I have on Amelia Louisa Council: 

b. 18 May 1836 in Chapelhatlog, Somnerset, 

London 

d. 14 July 1913 in Riverside, Humboldt, California 

m. 1 Jan 1856 in San Bernardino, California to 

Frederick Turley, son of Theodore and Frances 

Amelia Turley. 

I am looking for documentation on her life.  I've 

found her named also spelled Counsel, or 

Counsell. 

Ann Lewis (ann.lewis@mstarmetro.net) 

(Ann – Grace – Ruby – Grace – Charlotte – 

Theodore) 

 

November 19, 2011 

Dear Cousin, 

First, thank you for your good work for the Theodore Turley Family Organization. Now in my 86th year and 

having been involved in several different family organizations, I know how valuable individuals are who will 

spend time in the great work of keeping families together. 

I am the oldest grandson of Ella Bushman Barker who is the daughter of Jacob Bushman and Charlotte Turley. I 

live not far from Ann Lewis who is descended from my grandmother’s sister, Grace.  We get together 

occasionally and trade information. I recently gave her two large portraits of Jacob and Charlotte. They had 

been my grandmother’s who passed them on to her youngest son, Eugene.  After his passing, his wife, Marian, 

gave them to me.  I have large photo copies of them and felt that Ann would know how to make them 

available to more people instead of being hidden in my closet. 

Best holiday wishes and thanks again, 

Robert H. Anderson 

(Robert – Gladys – Ella – Charlotte – Theodore) 

ANCESTOR DETECTORS 

Amelia Louisa Council Turley 

mailto:ann.lewis@mstarmetro.net
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November 16, 2011 

Dear Hilary, 

Thank you for accepting our late submissions to the project. Our family was in the middle of preparations for a 

50th anniversary celebration for our parents last year when the request for photos and bios went out. The 

deadline was right in the middle of it all and I think we all just gave up and let it pass. I've felt guilty about it for 

a year and a half now. When the "Urgent Call for Pictures" came, my mom (not even the Turley descendant) 

forwarded it to us kids and got us moving, including Dad. My husband helped us out by scanning the photos 

that I sent you, which we wouldn't have even had at the deadline a year ago. I still had the email from Mike 

Mullen requesting the bio and it was very helpful in giving me ideas of length and focus as I wrote. I always 

enjoyed looking at the red Turley book as I was growing up, it will be nice to have the update you have worked 

so hard on.  

 

We are so encouraged right now to work on family history work. I know we have resources available and more 

names in databases than ever before. However, so many of my lines have so much work done that trying to 

find more distant genealogy is daunting. I think that my job right now is to teach my children of their heritage 

and reach out and strengthen family ties. The Turley organization and this project in particular really helps with 

those goals. Thanks again! 

Peggy Simpson  

(Marguerite “Peggy” – John – Marguerite – Frances – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 
 

ANCESTOR DETECTORS 

NOTEWORTHY NEWS FROM FAMILY BRANCHES 
 

Missionary Announcement 

Brent and Carol Turley have been called on an 18 month 

voluntary service mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints based in the United Kingdom where 

Brent served as a young missionary in the Central British 

Mission some 50 years ago.  They left in December, 2011.  

Brent has been asked to serve as Associate Area Legal 

Counsel – Europe, watching over the legal affairs of the 

Church in the United Kingdom, Ireland and parts of the 

Continent as tasked by the Area Legal Counsel located in 

Frankfurt, Germany.  Carol will be involved in 

humanitarian aid projects tasked and/or approved by the 

Europe Area Presidency of the Church.  They have six 

children and nineteen grandchildren.  

(Brent – Harold – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 
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NOTEWORTHY NEWS FROM FAMILY BRANCHES 
 

Missionary Announcement 

Jordan Jay Carpenter left for 

the Mississippi Jackson 

mission on December 21, 

2011. He is the son of Jay and 

Trulee Carpenter.  He is 

leaving from the Harris II Ward 

in the Mesa Arizona Central 

Stake. 

(Jordan – Trulee – Verdell – 

Charles – Alma Rubin – Isaac – 

Theodore) 

Missionary Announcement 

Mark and Phoebe Turley are serving in the Toronto Canada mission.  Here is an excerpt from their 

December 31 letter: 

“On December 28, we had the baptism for Pat Caskenette, the man we have been working with since 

we arrived in Walkerton.  It was a spiritual experience with many of his family attending. Altogether, 

there were about 24 people in attendance.  Pat was confirmed and ordained to the Aaronic Priesthood 

immediately after the baptism.  I think we have mentioned that we are teaching several members of 

his family.  Elder Turley baptized Pat and Sister Turley gave the talk on the Holy Ghost.  Because there 

is no active Branch Mission Leader and because of the distances members have to travel to get to the 

church building, we got to do all of the physical preparation including snow shoveling; filling the font 

(which takes 4 hours); setting up the chairs; and preparing and printing the program.  It was worth 

whatever it took to baptize this wonderful man, and we feel very blessed and look forward to more 

such experiences.” 

(Mark – Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

Publication Announcement 

A book honoring the 100th 

Anniversary of the birth of 

Harold Emerson Turley, youngest 

son of Edward F. Turley & Ida 

Eyring Turley, has been 

published by Family Stories 

Inc.  For more details, contact 

Harold’s daughter Lanae at 

lanaeturleytrejo@gmail.com. 

 

(Lanae – Harold – Edward – 

Isaac – Theodore) 

mailto:lanaeturleytrejo@gmail.com
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Missionary Announcement 

Sara Simpson has been serving in the Alabama Huntsville Spanish                                                              

speaking mission since the fall of 2011.  

She recently wrote: “We have been working with this lady Elida. She is                                                                      

great. She has been progressing and really loves how the gospel is helping                                                                    

her life. We took her, her husband and her two kids on a church tour on                                                                      

Saturday and committed them to come to church on Sunday. They loved                                                                        

the church tour and definitely felt the Spirit. :) So yesterday Sister Martinez and I walked over to her house 

to get her for church. We all walked to church together - her and her two kids (ages 7 and 1) and us. She 

loved it. The talks were perfect for her needs and she was nodding her head and agreeing with everything! 

She was crying during the hymns and the sacrament. Oh it was so great. The Lord answered our prayers. We 

really wanted her to have a great experience. Then after church there was the baptism and confirmation of 

a lady that the elders have been teaching so Elida came to that as well! Elida really liked it :). She said she 

would get baptized awhile ago so we are working with her to get her prepared! :) It is great. We have 

another appointment with her tonight. I am excited!” 

(Sara – Marguerite “Peggy” – John – Marguerite – Frances – Isaac – Theodore) 

NOTEWORTHY NEWS FROM FAMILY BRANCHES 
 

Missionary Announcement 

Hillary Olsen has been serving in the Italy Rome 

mission since December 2010. Her brother 

Robbie entered the MTC in June 2011 to go to 

the Russia Moscow West mission.  Hillary and 

Robbie are the 6th and 7th children of Sandy and 

Orrin Olsen, and the 4th and 5th missionaries 

from their family. 

(Hillary & Robbie – Sandy – Monita – Fred – 

Theodore Wilford – Isaac – Theodore) 

Birth Announcement 

Carter Keith Adamson was born to Lindsay & 

Regan Adamson on Nov. 27, 2011. Carter was 7 

pounds 5 ounces and 21 inches long. 

(Carter – Lindsay – Greg – Kathryn – Lucy – 

Theodore Wilford – Isaac – Theodore) 
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Douglas Marion Turley 

 
 

DOUGLAS MARION TURLEY (1943 ~ 2011) 

Douglas Marion Turley, 68, of Salt Lake City, passed away at 

home Thursday, November 10, 2011, after an eight-year battle 

with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  

Doug was born July 16, 1943, in Salt Lake City, Utah, and was 

raised in Southern California. He married Anneva B. Franz on 

May 27, 1967, in the Oakland California LDS Temple. They 

resided briefly in California’s Bay Area before settling in Utah 

and raising five children in the Salt Lake area. Doug was a life-

long member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

and served in the Swiss Mission from 1962 to 1965. 

Doug graduated from Brigham Young University in 1968 with a 

BS in Physics. He was employed by Litton Industries of 

California’s Bay Area immediately after college, working with 

wave technologies. Afterwards he entered the finance industry; 

he worked for many years as a Zions Bank Corporate Trust 

Officer in Salt Lake City until his retirement in 1998. An avid BYU 

football fan, Doug was honored as a BYU Football Thursday 

Hero in September 2011. 

Doug was preceded in death by his parents, Marion and June Clark Turley, and a sister, DeAnne Hill. Doug is 

survived by his wife, Ann, their five children: David (Rachael) Turley, West Valley City; Deborah Turley, Salt 

Lake City; Carolee (Ryan) Wittwer, Granite Bay, California; Brent (Erin) Turley, Eagle, Idaho; and Mary Ann 

(Scott) Clements, Aurora, Colorado; and sixteen grandchildren. Doug is also survived by five siblings: Carolyn 

Jaquith, American Fork; Steven (Jane) Turley, West Jordan; Clifton (Debi) Turley, Las Vegas, Nevada; Kristine 

(Brent) Gardner, St. George; and Marilyn (Steve) Smartt, Gilbert, Arizona. Funeral services were held Thursday, 

November 17, 2011, at 11:00 a.m. in the Millcreek Canyon Ward LDS Meetinghouse, 3640 East Millstream Lane 

(3510 S.), Salt Lake City, Utah. Burial was in the Salt Lake City Cemetery.  

(Douglas – Marion – Hyrum – Isaac – Theodore)

 

MARY JO BENNETT RASBAND (1935 ~ 2011) 

Mary Bennett Rasband, age 75, passed away in Provo, Utah on January 23, 2011 surrounded by family.  Mary 

was born in Provo, Utah on December 14, 1935 to Stanley Bell and Reva Hatch Bennett.  She attended schools 

in Provo, Orem, and Pleasant Grove.  She graduated from Pleasant Grove High School after which she enrolled 

in school at Brigham Young University.  She graduated from BYU with a degree in Elementary Education.  Mary 

taught school for a few years during which time she met and married Boyd Rasband on November 15, 1961 in 

the Salt Lake LDS Temple.  Their marriage was blessed with seven children, Cary (Sheri) Rasband of American  

RELATIVES REMEMBERED 
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Fork, Craig (Michelle) Rasband of Farmington, Melanie (Jeff) Fario of Sandy, Stephanie (Steve) Kearl of Parker, 

Colorado, Eric (Jennifer) Rasband of Sandy, Kimberly (Richard) Leseberg of Provo, and Kyle (Kisha) Rasband of 

Monahans, Texas.  Mary has twenty-four grandchildren.  

Mary was an expert genealogist.  She spent much time 

keeping and tracking genealogical records and doing 

scrapbooking.  She did an extensive book for all of her 

children and grandchildren.  Mary was a genius at 

remembering birthdays and other important dates.  Her 

family including nieces, nephews and cousins, could 

always depend on a birthday call from Mary.  She had a 

genuine love of being around family.  Mary is a member 

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and 

had a great love and understanding of the Gospel.  She 

has served faithfully in many different callings 

throughout her life. 

Mary is survived by her husband, children and 

grandchildren, her sister Lynne (Bob) Smith of Spring 

City, Utah, brother Gary (Linda) Bennett of Orem, 

brother-in-law Verl (Fern) Rasband of Provo, brother-in-

law Lynn (Marilyn) Rasband of Midway and brother-in-

law Noel (Lori) Rasband of Salt Lake City.  

(Mary – Reva – Josephine – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

NINA MCLAWS TURLEY ADAIR (1916 ~ 2011) 

Nina McLaws Turley Adair, 95, passed away Nov. 22, 2011 in Eagar, Arizona. She was preceded in death by her 

parents and all of her siblings and was likely one of the last living great-grandchildren of Theodore Turley. 

Following is a brief story of her life. 

Nina McLaws Turley was born Feb. 21, 1916 in Woodruff, Arizona. Her parents were Joseph Hartley Turley and 

Joanna McLaws. Both sides of her family were early day pioneers who were called to settle the Little Colorado 

River Valley of northeastern Arizona. 

Her father, who went by Joe, came out of Mexico in 1912 because of the Mexican Revolution. He came to 

northern Arizona having left his wife, Abbie Nina Cluff, and baby daughter buried in Colonial Moroles, which is 

south of Douglas, Arizona, in Sonora, Mexico. With him were four young children: Goldie, who later married 

John Webb and lived in the Snowflake/Taylor area; Harvey, who raised his family with his wife, Dora, in the Joe 

City/Holbrook area; Sarah, who died as a teenager; and Hart, who married Ora and lived in Tucson.  
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After coming to Arizona, Joe Turley married Joanna (Josie) McLaws and they had four children of their own, 

including twins Nina, who was named after her father’s first wife, and Walter; Mary, who married Jack Pickett 

and raised a family in Joe City; and Georgia, who married Pyron Williams and lived in the Houston, Texas area 

the rest of her life.  

Nina’s twin, Walter, was killed in a rabbit hunting 

accident with the Boy Scouts when he was 13 

years old. She told the story: “One of the boy’s 

supposedly unloaded gun went off and killed him. 

They put him on a train in Winslow to go to Gallup 

to the hospital and he passed away before they 

got to Holbrook. They stopped the train in 

Holbrook and took him off and then they brought 

him back down to Joe City and my Grandfather 

McLaws made the casket and Mother lined it and 

fixed it so pretty for him. That was a very sad time. 

And it wasn't but a few months after that, that my 

folks took us all and we went to the temple in Mesa and were sealed in the temple. And a young man had to 

stand in for Walter. I can remember we were all in white and it was such a nice time for all of us. We were all 

happy to think that we were all sealed together.” 

Nina was baptized with other children at friend Letty Richards’ home, in the bathtub. Again, she tells the story: 

“When I was baptized, it was in the wintertime in February, and the font at the church had frozen up. So we 

had to go to a Brother and Sister Richards’ house and be baptized in their bathtub. There must have been six 

or seven of us that were baptized all at the same time. And Brother John Bushman baptized all of us. Some of 

them had to be dunked the second time cause their feet would stick out or something. Poor Sister Richards, 

she had water all over her house. She was very patient with us, I'm sure. She sure had a job after we left 

there.” 

She said she had the “ideal childhood” with brothers and sisters, cousins, aunts and uncles, and many friends 

to associate and play with. Some of her fondest childhood memories included going with her dad to hunt for 

petrified wood and pretty rocks. They would take a horse and wagon and go north of Joe City to the 

“Badlands,” as she called it. Her father built a beautiful rock fence around the house in Joe City. When the 

interstate came through Joe City in the late 1960s or early ‘70s the family home was taken. Some of the family 

salvaged many of these rocks. Nina lined her flower beds and made walkways and was always very proud of 

these rocks.  

Nina was raised in Joe City and attended Joe City and Holbrook schools. She loved sports and to play ball and 

told stories about playing softball. Her sister, Mary, was the short stop and Nina played first base. They made a 

good combination, but for the rest of her life she suffered from a bum knee that was hurt playing ball.  
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Nina served in the WAAC in WWII 

Nina, Rocky, Preston and Scott             

(from left) in early 1960s, in Eagar, AZ 

 
Nina graduated from Holbrook High School in 1934 and then went to work in Holbrook for Mr. and Mrs. 

Macavoy. He was the bank president. She babysat their children and when an opening came she went to work 

at the bank. This was something she did off and on until she was married. She even bought a car and she didn’t 

even know how to drive. Her brother-in-law, Jack Pickett, taught her.  

Nina joined the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps or the WAAC in 1943 

and served until 1946. She was stationed at Fort Benjamin Harrison, 

Ind. She was a postal clerk and there was lots of mail. While in the 

service she and her girlfriends traveled to Chicago and New York seeing 

the sights. Nina loved to dance and there was no shortage of partners 

and wonderful big band music during the war years.  

A few years later Nina was working at the bank in Mesa when she was 

set up on a blind date with William Preston Adair. After a short 

courtship, they were married July 17, 1951.  

The first year and a half they lived in Lupton, Ariz. but after the port of 

entry was opened in Springerville, Preston transferred and they spent 

the rest of their lives in Eagar. They had two children – Rocky was born 

in 1954 and Scott in 1957. Nina loved being a housewife and because of 

her frugal nature, she was able to stay home. 

“Mom used to drive us crazy because she wouldn’t waste 

anything,” said son Rocky. “We couldn’t throw anything 

away. Even an old wormy windfall apple was trimmed up 

and turned into applesauce. Then the peel and core was 

fed to the chickens, pig, horses or even a cow.”  

Nina was a wonderful cook and loved staying home and 

spending time with her family. She loved flowers and spent 

many enjoyable hours working in her flower beds. She also 

created beautiful quilts for family members and many 

memorable hours were spent visiting with friends across a 

quilt. She also enjoyed feeding and watching birds. She 

loved sports and followed the local high school teams as 

well as some of the professional teams and could talk 

“sports” with her grandchildren. Nina was never one much 

for traveling. She liked to be home by dark and would 

always say “nothing is so comfortable as my own bed.” 

As far as her church service, Nina always wanted to be in 

the background as she never liked attention. She served in 
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Nina Turley Adair, about 2010 
Nina & Preston, early 1990s 

 
the primary and worked in the library for 20 plus years. She was a 

lady of great faith and her testimony of the gospel was expressed by 

how she conducted herself and lived her life.  

Preston died in 1994 and 

Nina lived alone for many 

years until she moved in to 

live with Rocky and his wife, 

Julie, – just a short distance 

from her own home in 

Eagar. Nina’s mind remained 

sharp until the end and she 

was ready to go on to be 

with loved ones who had 

passed on before.  

She is survived by her son 

Rocky (Julie) and their 

children Kacey (Eric) Nield and their sons Hunter, Ridge and Stone; Robin (Jesse) DeWitt and their children 

Shelby and Dylan; and Nathan (Krystina) Adair and their son Cason. She is also survived by her son Scott (Jill) 

and their children Clint Adair; Krystal (Devin) Hon; and Justin Adair. 

(Nina – Joseph Hartley – Isaac – Theodore) 

 
MEMORIES OF ESTHER TURLEY McCLELLAN by Claudette Jones 

I have very fond memories of 

my grandmother, Esther Turley 

McClellan, the daughter of 

Isaac Turley, son of Theodore 

Turley.  

One of my first memories was 

when I was very young, us kids 

were visiting grandpa and 

grandma’s house and were 

playing in the vacant lot next to 

their house. There was a stack 

of bricks nearby that we kids 

enjoyed climbing and playing on.  I remember finding a bug and holding 

by the tail and going into grandma’s house, so she could put it in a bottle 

for me.  It turned out, I was 

holding onto a scorpion by the 

tail.  She sure moved fast to get 

that bottle for me. 

My sister, Florene and brothers 

Merrill and Ted always had fun 

over at grandma’s.  They always 

had lots of company visiting with 

them.  We always had lots of 

cousins to play with.  At one time, our grandpa had a baseball team and  
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Grandpa’s baseball team, about 1944-

1946.  Front (L to R) Florene Roy, Day 

Ellsworth, Clifford Fuller holding the bat, 

Ted Roy, Claudette Roy holding her dog 

PeeWee, Glen Ellsworth leaning on bat. 

Back (L to R) Eddie Bradshaw, Lynn 

Ellsworth, Grandpa David, Merrill Roy, 

Helen Fuller, Tony Bradshaw. 

Florene and Claudette Roy watch 

as Esther knits something 

 
he would pay us a dime to chase the balls he would hit to us.  Grandpa 

loved to play ball and enjoyed batting the balls to us.  

Grandma was always 

busy.  Her house smelled 

like fresh baked bread or 

fruit being canned.  

There were always 

sweet smells coming 

from her small kitchen.  

In later years I enjoyed 

eating some of those 

bottled fruits when I 

would eat lunch with 

her. 

She was always busy 

with her large hands.  

She enjoyed crocheting 

and embroidery and 

many forms of 

handwork.  I remember 

at one time she was 

crocheting a bedspread 

using the pineapple 

pattern.  She made 

tablecloths and doilies 

with the pineapple 

pattern.  They were so 

beautiful.  All of her pillow cases had decorations of crochet or 

embroidery on the edges and I’m sure she must have made hundreds 

of sets of them to give as gifts.  I received a set of bath towels for a 

wedding gift that had a two inch border of crochet on the edges.  I 

cherished those, because I watched her make so many of them as I 

grew up. 

Grandma laughed a lot.  She enjoyed the relatives that would come to 

visit on their way to the Temple or coming into town from far away 

places.  She loved visiting and hearing the stories they would tell.  She 

loved her family.  She enjoyed the visits from her daughters, Vessa, 

Hortense, Hazel, Stella, and Ivis.  Uncle Bill was very fun to be around 

too.  He always had interesting stories to tell. 

Uncle David would come for visits 

from Farmington, New Mexico 

with boxes of apples to share with 

family.  I’m sure that’s where 

grandma got her apples to make 

her delicious applesauce. 

We always had such great get 

togethers at grandma and 

grandpa’s house and later at Aunt 

Stella’s.  Us cousins really enjoyed 

those times and while the adults 

visited we would play hide and 

seek, kick the can, and all sorts of 

games.  We played baseball and 

other games as we got older. 

Our cousin Marvin McClellan and 

his family came several times to 

do baptisms for the dead, before 

the Los Angeles Temple was built.  

I remember some of us teenagers 

going to the hot pumps to show 

Dick McClellan and a couple of his 

friends who had flown over to do 

baptisms.  What fun!  

Aunt Beth, from Orem, would 

come and visit with Uncle Irvin 

and she often brought some of the 

kids.  Karen was more my age and 
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Esther & David McClellan Sr. 

 

Tom was Ted’s age.  It was fun 

having new cousins to get 

acquainted with.  Aunt Beth 

often brought cherries down 

for us to enjoy.  She always was 

laughing and very pleasant. 

We got acquainted with Some 

of the cousins from El Paso 

when they came to visit the 

Temple here.  I remember 

Harold and Ireta Turley.  

Grandma always enjoyed her 

Turley relatives. 

In grandma’s house she had an 

old bathtub with claw feet on 

it.  Oh, how I dreamed of 

having a tub like that.  Course I 

didn’t get one, but it fascinated 

me at how old it was with the 

porcelain handles on it!  Her 

house was always clean and 

smelled nice.  She had wicker 

rocking chairs in the front room 

and had doilies on her 

furniture.  I loved being at 

grandma’s house. 

When I was a senior at Mesa High, I would walk over to grandma’s and 

have lunch with her. Often she would have her hair washed and I would 

put it up in pin-curls while there.  We would eat at her table, I would 

enjoy her fresh baked bread, a small bowl of applesauce or pears and 

maybe a meat patty.  Always we listened to Paul Harvey and the news 

on the radio.  She often chuckled or laughed out loud at the things he 

would say.  She surely did enjoy listening to him.  I would enjoy the 

stories she told of the old days in Mexico and how proud she was of her 

family and their accomplishments. 

She and grandpa had twelve children and at a time when times were 

very hard.  They 

made a living the 

best they could with 

grandpa away a lot 

doing freighting, 

carpentry work, 

brick making, 

masonry, and any 

odd job he could 

get.  Grandma did 

what was needed to 

help the family 

when grandpa was away.  

They were of sturdy pioneer stock that loved the Lord and went through 

many trials to raise a strong family in the gospel.  I am eternally grateful 

to be numbered in their posterity. 

(Claudette – Hazel – Esther – Isaac – Theodore)

NEWSLETTERS & MEMBERSHIP UPDATE by Hilary Turley 

The expansion into email delivery of newsletters is progressing really well.  This saves our organization money 

and time and effort.  The more we move to electronic delivery, the easier it will be to increase the content and 

quality of the news and stories we share with you.  Thank you for spreading the word to your family members 

who may not be hearing from us today.  If you would like to switch to email delivery, please let me know at 

turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.  

 TTFO Membership Stats as of Jan. 15, 2012: 

 160 Current Paid-Up Members 

 150 Members Receiving February 2012 Newsletters by Mail  (October 2010 was 392) 

 768 Members Receiving February 2012 Newsletters by Email  (October 2010 was 705)  
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ABBY HAWS by Marc Haws 

This is a brief story about a little girl who sets high goals.  Abby Haws of Boise, Idaho (Abby Haws, Gabe Haws, 

Marc Haws, Viola Turley Haws, Isaac Turley Jr., Isaac Turley Sr./Clara Tolton, Theodore Turley) is a nine year old 

girl seriously devoted to a difficult sport—gymnastics.  Abby is a fierce competitor, but she is also very modest 

about her accomplishments.  She doesn’t like to talk about her success, 

and doesn’t like her family to talk about her either.  She will probably 

be upset with me for writing this...but I’ll reassure her. 

When Abby began her gymnastics training four years ago, her aptitude 

and dedication got noticed right away.  In her first year of competition, 

she competed at Level IV and won the Idaho All-Around Championship. 

At age six, Abby was placed to compete above her age, in the 7-10 age 

bracket.  Abby was moved up to Level V the following year, 2009-2010.  

At the Idaho State Championship at Level V, she was leading going into 

the last rotation—her favorite event, the uneven bars. Rather than play 

it safe on the uneven bars, Abby went “all out” and fell—her only fall all 

year on the high bars!  She was the youngest competitor at this level; 

and by taking the risk and “going big,” she fell to second All-Around.  

Following that State Championship Meet in 2010, Abby underwent 

several operations (not related to gymnastics) that required surgeons to cut through her abdominal muscles. 

She was restless being out of gymnastics for almost three months; but she returned with even greater energy 

and determination.  In recognition of her talent, Abby was skipped up one level last year (the 2010-2011 

season).  Competing at Level VII, she again won the Idaho State All-Around Championship scoring the highest 

in the State Championship Meet for all girls Level VII—not only for her age group but also the older girls.  Then 

Abby won her age group and level (among nearly 50 

competitors) at the Northwest Regional meet in Seattle, 

Washington.  At that same Regional Meet, she placed fourth 

overall among 150 girls of all ages at Level VII. 

In January 2011, she began extra training (in conditioning 

and flexibility) every morning with her coaches—in addition 

to her regular four-hour skills training each afternoon.  

Abby’s goal was to make the USA Gymnastics TOP program.  

“TOP” stands for Talented Opportunity Program.  This “by-

invitation-only” program is a stepping stone to help talented 

young gymnasts attempt to reach the USA Gymnastics team.  

Many college coaches attend and coach at the TOP camp, so it provides great name recognition and exposure. 

So to help her compete for the TOP Program, Abby attended the USA Gymnastics training center in May in 

Texas.  At that national camp, she scored second highest of all the girls, even though some of the girls were 
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two years older and had been in the program for two years already.  She was invited back for the official TOP 

try-out in October 2011. 

When she returned in October, she succeeded in her goal by making the USA Gymnastics TOP Team.  Abby was 

then invited back for a special camp only for TOP Team members.  Nationally, hundreds of girls tried out for 

the program; but fewer than 100 made it.   

The first week of December, 2011, Abby made her third return trip to Texas.  She was ranked in the highest 

echelon of skills for her age.  Her skills are beyond the expected Level VII and Level VIII skills.  Abby can do all of 

the skills for those levels, as well as most of the skills for Level IX.  Her strength and conditioning is at the most 

proficient grade nationally.  She is now working on, and can perform, many Elite Level skills.  The Elite Level is 

the highest one recognized and it qualifies a gymnast to compete internationally.  There’s just one problem for 

Abby: a gymnast is not allowed to compete internationally until she is 13 years old, which is more than three 

years away!  

Aside from her national training, Abby’s goal is to compete in state and regional meets at Level IX in 2012. 

Level IX skills are basically college-level skills, like: “back- handspring-back-layouts” and “standing-back-tucks” 

on the 4-inch balance beam; and “release-moves” on the parallel bars with “double-back” dismounts; and 

“double-fulls” and “double-back-tucks” on floor.   

All in all, her family and her coaches are amazed at Abby’s hard work and dedication.  Except on Sundays when 

she takes the day off to go to church with her family, she trains seven hours each day and loves it.  By the way, 

she was just baptized last year.  Mostly, we are all thrilled to see her set and attain her goals.  What is most 

remarkable about Abby is her humility, and her understanding that each goal is a small step in climbing her 

mountain.  She has truly earned the friendship as well as the respect of her teammates; they have voted her 

Team Captain each of the past two years.   

Nope ...Abby may not like for me to write this, but I think it’s fine for her grandparents to share this brief note 

about her achievements with other family members.  I have assured Abby that her whole, far-flung, extended 

family of distant relatives would wish her well! 

(Abby – Gabe – Marc – Viola – Isaac Jr. – Isaac – Theodore) 

  

HEADSTONE PICTURE PROJECT 

In anticipation of a new feature on the www.turleyfamily.org website coming later this spring, we 

would like to start a project to gather headstone pictures for all of Theodore Turley descendants and 

spouses.  If you would like to volunteer to take part in the management of this project, please contact 

Hilary Turley (hnturley@gmail.com or 510-457-1413). If you would like to submit a picture for the 

collection, send it in by email to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.  Pictures should be in tiff or bmp format, 

and should be at least 300 dpi resolution.  Watch your email in the coming weeks for more information 

and to see a list of the pictures submitted so far.   
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ANTHON HOMER TURLEY AND RHODA RIGGS TURLEY IN PERU by (Katey) Mary Katherine Turley Clark 

In 1956 my father, Anthon Homer Turley, decided to 

accept an exciting employment opportunity as a 

Human Resource director for a new mining company 

called Southern Peru Copper Corporation.  My father 

had a way with people so it is not a surprise that this 

was a good fit for him. 

As the youngest child I was finishing up my senior 

year of high school in Denair, California. My siblings, 

Tony and Pat were no longer living at home so my 

parents took the opportunity for a new adventure.   

Leaving behind good friends and a legacy of Church 

service in the Turlock Ward in California, my parents 

packed up their home and began a ten year 

adventure. 

Southern Peru 

Copper 

Corporation was 

scheduled to open 

what would 

become the largest 

open-pit copper 

mine in South 

America. It was situated in the southern Andes at an 

altitude of 10,500 feet and was very dry desert.  

During the ten years that my parents lived there it 

rained only once.  That’s all it took to get the wild 

flowers to bloom profusely.   

Quite a number of Mormon returned missionaries 

were hired to oversee the opening of the copper 

mine. As a result, when they all arrived with their 

families and children there were enough members 

for a branch of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.  The only other branch was in Lima 

hundreds of miles away.  The members of the new 

branch immediately began to proselyte until they 

were told it was against company policy. Being raised 

in the Mormon Colonies of Mexico gave them an 

advantage; they were fluent in Spanish so they were 

still able to convert some of their native coworkers to 

the Gospel.  Some of these natives have since gone 

on to become the great modern church leaders in 

Peru today.  

Homes were built and water was piped hundreds of 

miles down from the top of the Andes to the new 

town of Toquepala.  It eventually became clear that 

the small Mormon branch needed a place to meet, so 

they set about doing the impossible.  How timely it 

was that Anthon Turley was there.  A few years 

before, my father had served as the Bishop of the 

Turlock Ward in California.  The Turlock ward had  
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built a new chapel and he got to know the Church 

Director of Building.  So, now in the mountains of 

Peru, Anthon contacted these familiar officials in Salt 

Lake City, Utah. They sent out personnel to look over 

the site which had been donated by the copper 

company.  It took mighty prayers and sincere fasting 

but finally the chapel was built in Toquepala.  I 

 

believe it was the first chapel to be built in Peru. It 

certainly was the highest chapel, built at an elevation 

of 10,500 feet. It served as a blessing to the members 

but also as a beacon to those who came to 

investigate the gospel.  There were many blessings 

received from that small group of faithful saints who 

were there when the first missionaries were sent 

from Uruguay to open up Peru for missionary work.  

In a very short time the saints from Toquepala were 

called to assist the new mission president in Lima.  

They helped with their youth programs and other 

programs that were new to the converts.  Some of 

these faithful Toquepala saints were eventually called 

as mission presidents and church authorities in other 

parts of South America and Mexico. 

 

Many lives were touched by the gospel and it all 

started when Anthon Homer Turley answered the call 

to leave a comfortable home, friends and family and 

go to a place in the world that was isolated and lonely 

but ready for the gospel. It proved to be a time of 

great growth and spiritual development for our 

family. 

(Katey – Anthon – Ernest – Isaac – Theodore) 

Toquepala Chapel 
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How to Archive Pictures Digitally 

The Library of Congress has some hints on how to effectively save digital copies of pictures. Digital materials are 

actually more fragile than physical ones. Machines and software used to read digital files can break or become 

obsolete.  If you have any old floppy disks and no computer to read them, you’ve experienced this.  Photo files 

should be saved or backed up in two places, on another computer hard drive and on a cd/dvd disc.  You should 

check your digital picture files once a year to make sure you can still read them. Your digital pictures may need to 

be archived in a new technology format about every five years. 

JPG and TIF are the most common picture file formats, but they have slight differences. JPG uses a compression 

format to remove some pixels that the compression algorithm deems unimportant, thereby saving some storage 

space. TIF is a compression format that does not lose any information about the photo's data. TIF files are larger in 

data size than JPG files. For everyday photos, a high quality JPG would probably meet your needs, but for key 

pictures where the original is hard to locate or deteriorating, a TIF picture may be the best way to preserve it. 
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LIFE SKETCH OF SARAH GREENWOOD TURLEY by Wanda Turley Smith (submitted by Natalie Tanner)

Sarah Greenwood was born in Burnley, England to 

William Greenwood, Jr. and Ann Hartley on 

November 14, 1844.  Her parents and Greenwood 

grandparents were baptized into the church in 

England and emigrated to America in 1841.   Sarah’s 

mother Ann became so homesick for her parents and 

for England, that they sent money for Ann, William 

and their baby Martha to return in 1843.   Little 

Martha died in 1844.  Sarah and a brother, Foster, 

were born in England, but Foster died as an infant.  

William and Ann decided to return to America in 

1848.  They crossed the plains in 1852, when Sarah 

would have been eight years old.  She likely walked 

most of the way.  Her little brother, William III, was 

born in their wagon some place along the trail. 

The Greenwood family was called to live in Cedar 

City, and her father worked in the iron mines.  When 

Sarah was 12 years old the family moved to Beaver.  

Sarah was 16 when she married Isaac Turley on 

March 11, 1861, and they moved to Minersville.  Two 

sons, Isaac Marion and Theodore Wilford, were born 

in Minersville, Utah.  Then moving to Beaver, Isaac 

built Sarah a nice brick house and she enjoyed living 

near her parents and siblings and their families.  Six 

more sons were born to Sarah while living in Beaver. 

In October 1867 they took a trip to Salt Lake City, 

where Isaac married Clara Ann Tolton in the 

Endowment House on October 4, 1867 and both 

wives were sealed to him by George Q. Cannon.  

Clara’s family was also from Beaver. 

At the October 1876 General Conference, President 

Young called Isaac to join the Daniel W. Jones 

Company in establishing the Arizona church 

settlements.  Isaac was named Wagon Master of the 

Company.  Isaac, Sarah and their six living children 

made the long, difficult trip, leaving Clara and her 

children in Beaver.   

They arrived at the Salt River, Arizona Territory on 

March 6, 1877, and pitched their tents at the location 

where the Lehi School now stands. The pioneer 

company immediately began clearing the land, 

digging canals for irrigation, and planting crops. 

Teenagers like the Turley’s sons Theodore (14) and 

William (12) would have been put right to work. 

Due to the heat of the desert at Jonesville (Lehi) and 

Sarah’s poor health, Isaac returned to Salt Lake that 

summer and explained his circumstances to President 

John Taylor. Isaac was released from the Jones 

Company and called to join the United Order in the 

St. Joseph area on the Little Colorado River.   

At this time they sold their homes in Beaver and with 

Clara and her family headed back to Arizona.  They 

put all their earthly possessions into the United 

Order, except one sack of flour, which Isaac divided 

between his two families.  The United Order in 

Joseph City was dissolved several years later and 

Isaac left with only part of what he had originally 

contributed, but it was enough to make a new start in 

Snowflake, where he moved with his families in 1881.  

After giving birth to ten sons, Sarah finally had a 

daughter in 1883 whom they named Sarah Ann; sadly 

she died that same year.  While living in Snowflake 

Isaac served as Deputy Sheriff and Mayor of the 

town.   Sarah’s last son, John Andrew, was born there 

on April 12, 1885. 

During this time period, persecution was growing for 

those members living plural marriage and Isaac 

decided to take his families to Mexico to avoid the 

possibility of imprisonment.  In the spring of 1885, 

Isaac left with his wife Sarah and sons and they 

became some of the first Mormon settlers in Mexico. 

Son Theodore Wilford had married Mary Agnes Flake 

in 1882 and remained in Snowflake.
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After moving from a couple of temporary sites, their 

group became the first settlers of Colonia Juarez and 

Isaac built a small adobe dwelling for Sarah and her 

family.  During the winter of 1886-87, Isaac returned 

to Snowflake to bring Clara Ann and her children to 

Mexico.   

Sarah died January 13, 1887.  The exact cause of her 

death is uncertain, but apparently she had a large 

tumor or infection on one side of her face.  As Isaac, 

Clara and her family neared Colonia Juarez on their 

journey, he felt uneasy about Sarah and rode on 

ahead of the family.  He arrived to find the settlers 

returning from the cemetery following Sarah’s burial.  

Sarah was just 42 years old.  She had eight surviving 

sons, the youngest, John, was just 21 months old.  

The other sons were Charles (5), George (8), Hyrum 

(11), Joseph (14), Alma (17) and William (21), who 

would soon marry.  The oldest, Theodore (24), lived 

in Snowflake.  

Isaac had been in Mexico less than two years and 

living conditions were extremely difficult.  Clothing 

was nearly impossible to obtain.  Clara had six young 

children of her own.  After a few months, the best 

solution seemed to be sending Sarah’s youngest boys 

back to Snowflake to Theodore and Mary.  All but the 

baby and Charles were ready for school.  Having lived 

in Snowflake for four years, Isaac and Sarah had many 

good friends there who would also take an interest in 

their boys. 

Theodore’s daughter Lucy recorded, “Five of father’s 

brothers came to him for help.  The youngest being 

two years old.  They were all barefooted and in very 

destitute condition, but they were given a home and 

help.  He also helped to finance two brother’s 

wedding trips by team to Utah. He and mother were 

always ready to share with others.” 

Theodore and Mary’s son, Fred Turley, had great 

affection and respect for his uncles who lived in  

Northern Arizona: Alma, Joe, Hy, Charlie and John. 

From a copy of a badly deteriorated letter to Sarah’s 

parents in Beaver, Utah, is the following in Isaac’s 

handwriting (you see why Isaac was eager for his 

children to have education that he never had the 

opportunity for): 

“Feb 20th 1887 Casas grandas, Mexico 

William Greenwood and Ann or Father and Mother 

Greenwood I have written and I suppose you did not 

get it   the mail is so unSerton   Sarah your Dauter and 

my Wife departed this Life on the 13 of January 

I and Alma and Edward went*****[Snowf]lake to get 

the rest of our Property and Started *****as soon as 

Cl[ara Tolton, his wife and her family that he went to 

Arizona to get] and I got back on the 14 of 

Jan****day after her death    that Tumer burst and it 

caused her death   She Sufferd  She took Sick at 8 

oclock on Evening  She died at 3 the next day  She 

Suffered a great deal  Still at the last She passed off 

Easy and without a Strugle   Sarah was a True Wife to 

me and has left Some good children  there is 7 here. 

William Alma Joseph Hyrum George Charles and John 

is 2 years in next April 12th    he the Baby is as large as 

aney child Sarah Ever had   it Seames that the children 

Sensed all about their Mothers death   Johney Is 

young Still he has never cried for his Mother he is So 

atached to Hyrum as nurce and Sleeps with him   this 

is a hard Cuntrey for to get clothing and we all Send 

our love to you all   the Boyes Send their love to you 

all from Isaac Turley.” 

Sources: 

Church News article “Garden for Greatness” on May 5, 1985. 

Isaac Turley life sketch by his son Isaac Turley, Jr., Mar. 28, 1967. 

Journal of Hyrum Turley, son of Sarah Greenwood Turley. 

Reminiscences of Roberta Clayton, from Snowflake Herald, July 

22, 1938. 

(Wanda – Fred – Theodore – Isaac – Theodore) 
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LIFE SKETCH OF HYRUM & PEARL TURLEY by Mary Ann Clements 

Hyrum and Pearl Sevey Turley were both born in 

Southern Utah, the children of Mormon polygamists. 

In the late nineteenth century, mounting political 

pressure and persecution of polygamists forced many 

of these families to find places of refuge. It was in the 

Mormon settlement of Colonia Juarez, Mexico, that 

Hyrum and Pearl met and began their married lives 

together. 

HYRUM TURLEY 

Hyrum Turley was born 1 March 1876 in Beaver, 

Utah. He was the eighth of twelve children born to 

Isaac Turley and his first wife, Sarah Greenwood 

Turley. While Hyrum was still a baby, Isaac was called 

by President Brigham Young to help establish 

settlements in Arizona. He took his family first to the 

Salt River in Arizona in 1877 and then moved in 1878 

to St. Joseph (now Joseph City), Arizona. In 1881, 

Isaac moved his families to Snowflake, Arizona, 

where they lived for several years. Hyrum was 

baptized in Snowflake on 5 January 1884. 

Conditions became very difficult for polygamous 

families, and Isaac decided to move his families south 

to Mexico. In the spring of 1885, Isaac moved Sarah 

and all her children, except oldest son Theodore and 

his family, to Corralitos. Conditions were unfavorable, 

so the group moved to a place called Turley’s Camp 

(now San Jose). Isaac was called to be the Presiding 

Elder of Turley’s Camp which was composed of more 

than twenty-five families. Land was bought a few 

miles away and the Mormon settlement of Colonia 

Juarez was formed. 

Hyrum’s father, Isaac, built an adobe house for Sarah 

and their children and prepared for the planting of 

crops. Isaac then left the family and went back to 

Snowflake, Arizona, to bring his second wife, Clara 

Ann Tolton Turley, and their children down to 

Mexico. While Isaac was gone, Hyrum’s mother, 

Sarah Greenwood Turley passed away 13 January 

1887 at the age of forty-three.  

Ten-year-old Hyrum was asked by his father to 

assume primary responsibility of his youngest 

brother, John. Isaac explained that the care of such a 

large family at that time was too much without 

Sarah’s help and so he and his children would each 

have to make adjustments to survive. Hyrum felt 

completely overwhelmed. At one point, Hyrum threw 

himself on his bed and wept while pleading with the 

Lord, “Please help me; I feel so lost.” As he was 

crying, he noticed someone come into his room. He 

looked up and saw his mother, Sarah, with several 

other individuals dressed in white. “She came to my 

side and reached down and hugged and kissed me, 

telling me that she was fine, and not to cry,” said 

Hyrum, “She then asked me to take care of little John 

Andrew.” Hyrum felt relieved that his mother had 

confidence in him, and knowing that she was “alive 

and happy” helped him have the courage to face life 

without her. Hyrum looked after John for the next ten 

months. John was then sent up to live with their 

oldest brother, Theodore, and his family in 

Snowflake. Hyrum continued to live in Colonia Juarez 

for many years. He attended school there and 

worked for two years in the Juarez tannery learning 

how to tan leather. He was ordained a deacon by 

Bishop George W. Sevey on 17 May 1887 and made 

second counselor in the deacon’s quorum. Hyrum 

later became acquainted with one of the daughters 

of Bishop Sevey, Pearl Sevey, and they began a 

courtship. 

PEARL SEVEY TURLEY 

Pearl Sevey was born 17 October 1878 in Panguitch, 

Utah. She was the fourteenth and last child born to 

George Washington Sevey and his first wife, Phoebe 

Melinda Butler Sevey. When persecutions hit for 

polygamists, George Washington Sevey wanted to
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move his three wives and their families to Mexico. 

George’s first wife, Phoebe, decided she would stay 

in Utah to look after the family’s interests in 

Panguitch and be close to her grown children who 

had married and settled in the area. 

Pearl was only six years old in 1885 when her father 

moved south to Mexico with his second and third 

wives. Pearl lived with her mother, Phoebe, and older 

sisters, Sarah Adeline (Addie) and Martha Jane. She 

helped her mom with the family property which 

included a farm, livestock (cattle, horses and sheep), 

and a ranch at Panguitch Lake. During the summers, 

Phoebe would take her daughters to their ranch at 

Panguitch Lake and they would make cheese.  It is 

recorded that Pearl learned to make very good 

cheese and the rest of her life she was an excellent 

cheese maker. 

Pearl’s family situation changed over the next 

decade. Pearl’s sister, Addie, died in 1889 from 

meningitis at the age of eighteen. Her sister, Martha 

Jane, moved out when she married in 1890. Another 

married sister, Georganna Cameron, died during 

childbirth in April 1892. Pearl’s mother, Phoebe, 

cared for the newborn baby girl in the following 

months, but then Phoebe fell ill in August 1892 and 

passed away after just a few days. The baby died 

from the same illness and a joint funeral was held for 

both Phoebe and the baby girl. Pearl Sevey was 

thirteen years old when her mother died 14 August 

1892. 

George Washington Sevey brought Pearl down to live 

with his second and third wives in Colonia Juarez, 

Mexico. While living there, she became acquainted 

with Hyrum Turley. 

HYRUM AND PEARL’S JOINT HISTORY 

Hyrum Turley and Pearl Sevey were married 21 

February 1896 in Colonia Juarez, Mexico. After the 

birth of their first two children, Hyrum Venus (30 

November 1896) and Ivan (16 March 1898), Hyrum 

and Pearl traveled north to the Manti Temple in 

Utah. There the family was sealed together 16 

November 1898. Hyrum Turley was also ordained an 

Elder at that time. 

The growing family continued to live in Colonia Juarez 

until January 1904 when they moved to Colonia 

Chuichupa. In Colonia Juarez, Hyrum helped plaster 

the Juarez Academy, the school house, and other 

buildings. In Colonia Chuichupa, they milked cows, 

made cheese, and farmed over a hundred acres of 

land. In the winter, they turned the cows out to graze 

and plastered buildings.  

During their time in Mexico, Hyrum and Pearl 

welcomed six more children: Thelka Pearl (14 January 

1900), Lela Melinda (16 February 1902), Blanche 

Sophia (28 July 1905), Floyd (30 December 1907), 

George Washington (18 January 1910), and Marion (6 

January 1912). In July of 1912, political disturbances 

forced the Mormons to leave the Mexican colonies. 

Pearl and the six younger children traveled north by 

train to El Paso, Texas. Hyrum and his two oldest 

children, Hyrum Venus and Ivan, remained in the hills 

close to their Chuichupa homestead hoping to 

protect their home. Hyrum and the boys eventually 

left Chuichupa and rode on horseback to join their 

family in El Paso, arriving there about two weeks 

after Pearl and the younger children. The family then 

went to Thatcher, Arizona, and stayed for about 

three months until they received a letter from one of 

Hyrum’s brothers, Alma, asking them to come to 

Woodruff, Arizona. 

A significant experience happened on their journey 

from Mexico to their new home in Woodruff, 

Arizona. Hyrum Turley went ahead of his wife and 

children to find a job and a place to live in Woodruff. 

Back with the family, six-month-old Marion became 

very ill from exposure and was inconsolable. When a 

Salvation Army woman asked Pearl, Marion’s mother, 

why Marion was so fussy, Pearl explained that the 
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Temple Outing in Mesa and Salt Lake/Provo 

Is anyone interested in attending the temple together? It is proposed that we pick a session to do together as a 

family activity a few times a year.  Would you like to participate in this event?  More details will be shared soon.  

 

 
baby was sick. The woman asked, “Why don’t you 

take him to the doctor?” Pearl explained that they 

didn’t have any money. The woman from the 

Salvation Army left and came back with a physician. 

He saw Marion and said that the baby would die if 

the family continued their journey to their new home 

in Woodruff. Pearl began to cry and explained she 

couldn’t stay there because she didn’t have the 

money. The Salvation Army took over, putting up 

Pearl and baby Marion in the hospital until he was 

well enough to continue traveling. The other children 

were taken in by Salvation Army members. Pearl and 

her children never forgot that tremendous act of 

kindness, and they were more tolerant of people in 

other religions as a result. 

Hyrum and Pearl Turley lived in Woodruff, Arizona, 

for over two decades. They welcomed their last four 

children in that small town: Melvin Sevey (7 

November 1913), Edgar Wayne (20 May 1916), Nedra 

(22 September 1918), and Phoebe (17 December 

1920). They also buried their oldest son, Hyrum 

Venus, after he died in an explosion while working on 

a road crew in 1922. Hyrum Venus was only twenty-

five years old. Their ninth child, Melvin Sevey, also 

died at an early age. He passed away from 

pneumonia in 1934, leaving a young wife and son. 

Hyrum Turley was a building contractor and farmer. 

He freighted from Holbrook to White River, Fort 

Apache, and other localities in Northern Arizona with 

wagon and team. He helped build some of the dams 

in Woodruff. He also laid up adobe houses and 

plastered as well as farming and dairying. He had a 

contract to haul mail from Holbrook to Woodruff for 

several years.  

Hyrum and Pearl were both active in their church 

callings. Hyrum was called to be the second counselor 

in the bishopric of the Woodruff Ward in 1918. He 

held that position, assisting Bishop James Brinkerhoff, 

until May 1934. Pearl taught in the Primary and was 

also a visiting teacher in the Relief Society for many 

years. She was the Primary President in Woodruff for 

quite some time. It is noted that the Stake Primary 

President complimented Pearl for her dependable 

and conscientious work in that organization.  

In the late 1930s, Hyrum and his sons began building 

a new home for Pearl to replace the hastily-made 

home they had lived in for the last twenty years. 

Unfortunately, Pearl passed away before her family 

finished the new home. She died 6 April 1938 from a 

rheumatic heart and was buried the next day in the 

Woodruff Cemetery. 

Hyrum Turley informed his children after his wife’s 

death that he intended to remarry. He fulfilled that 

promise and married a widow, Lottie Stockett Kutch, 

on 14 October 1938. Hyrum and Lottie lived in 

Woodruff for a few more years in the new Turley 

home, and then moved to Mesa, Arizona. They 

purchased a home close to the Mesa Temple so that 

they could do temple work. Hyrum’s health began to 

fail soon after, however, so he was not able to work 

in the temple as long as he had hoped. Hyrum 

received an operation and was under a doctor’s care, 

but he didn’t improve. Lottie took the best of care for 

Hyrum during these years of failing health. After 

being bedridden for quite some time, Hyrum passed 

away from bladder cancer 25 November 1946 in 

Mesa, Arizona. He was buried 29 November in the 

Woodruff Cemetery.  

(Mary Ann – Douglas – Marion – Hyrum – Isaac – 

Theodore) 
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LIFE SKETCH OF CHARLES NEIL DeWITT by Charles Neil DeWitt 

Charles “Neil” DeWitt was born on November 7, 

1949, as the youngest, and seventh, child of Malcolm 

Reeves and Martha Turley DeWitt.  He was the first of 

the siblings born in the hospital and in Holbrook, 

Arizona.  His arrival in the family was somewhat a 

surprise as his closest sibling was nine years older.  

There were so many cousins by the name of Charles, 

that this new family member soon began being called 

Neil, which was the case the remainder of his life. 

 

 

 

Neil attended school in Holbrook where he excelled 

in both sports and academics.  He was one of the top 

players in all of Arizona in football, wrestling, and 

track when he graduated from high school in 1967.  

He was also the school’s student body president, the 

top drama student, and he graduated near the top of 

his class.  He was offered college scholarships all over 

the nation, including an appointment to the Naval 

Academy and an academic offer to various Ivy League 

institutions.  Neil however chose a full-ride football 

scholarship to Eastern New Mexico University.  

Before ending his college undergraduate days, Neil 

also attended Eastern Arizona College and Northern 

Arizona University.  He was a three sport athlete, 

playing football, wrestling, and throwing the weights 

in track.  He graduated from NAU in 1971 with full 

academic honors after only three and one-half years.  

Neil’s degrees included Bachelor, Master, and a 

Doctorate degree.   

 

Neil married his high school sweetheart, Barbara Jean 

Pender in the Mesa Arizona Temple on July 25, 1969.  

Neil and Barbara started dating at ages 15 and 13 

respectively.   They married as soon as Barbara 

graduated from high school.  Barbara was the eldest 

of two children.  Her family moved to Holbrook when 

she was ten.  Her parents, William Arthur Pender and 

Norma Lee Montierth moved there to operate a large 

commercial laundry that serviced a full one-quarter 

of the state of Arizona.  The Pender family came from 

Tucson, where Barbara was born on September 29, 

1951.  Barbara’s father and Grandfather Kenneth 

Pender were both Tucson firemen, with her Dad 

being one of two Captains in the entire Department 

when he left to move to Holbrook. 

 

When Neil and Barbara married they purchased a 

small used trailer that they pulled to Flagstaff to live 

in for two years while Neil finished school.  In 1971, 

they moved to Safford, Arizona, when Neil accepted 

his first teaching and coaching job at Thatcher High 

School.  This was the first of many moves as Neil and 

Barb followed their careers in education over some 

35-40 years.  Neil was a teacher for a total of 7 years 

and either a principal of superintendent of schools for 

28 years.  At the time of this writing, Barb was 

teaching in her 38th year, with plans to work another 

three years.  Neil taught social studies and P.E. while 

earning “Teacher of the Year” honors in his first three 

years as a high school teacher.  He always thought it 

was what he was the very best at, however the low 

pay prompted him to become a school administrator,  
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becoming the youngest principal in all of Arizona at 

age 25.  While serving as a school principal, Neil 

continued to coach and to teach at a couple of 

different colleges. Barb taught everything from 

elementary school to high school, teaching 3rd and 6th 

grades, junior high home etc., and spending over 25 

years as a special education teacher from 

kindergarten through 12th grade.  She was always 

recognized in her teaching at all of these various 

positions, as being an awesome teacher who always 

was respected as such by her students, the parents, 

and her colleagues.   All the years that Neil coached, 

Barb served as the cheerleader sponsor to enable the 

entire family to be involved together in these after-

school activities.  They always made sure that every 

activity was a “DeWitt Family” activity! 

 

Besides his teaching, Neil also coached and was very 

successful in each coaching assignment that he was 

given.  He coached football, wrestling, and track.  He 

won multiple State Championships in both football 

and wrestling.  He was honored by his selection as 

the Head Coach for the USA Jr. Olympic Wrestling 

Team in 1979, and he enjoyed touring Asia with this 

team.  He was also selected as the Arizona All-Star 

Coach for wrestling three times, and in 1996, the All 

Arizona All-Star Wresting Meet was dedicated in his 

name.  In 1996, Neil was inducted into the Arizona 

Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame.  This was followed 

by his induction into the National Wrestling Hall of 

Fame in Stillwater. OK, in 2011. An additional honor 

was bestowed on Neil in 1996, when he was selected 

as USA Wrestling’s “Man of the Year” for his many 

contributions to the sport.  During his career, Neil 

served on several Boards of Directors in the field of 

education, including the Arizona Interscholastic 

Association that governs all school activities in the 

state of Arizona, where Neil served in many 

leadership positions including being the Board 

President at the time of his retirement in 1999.  He 

also was invited to speak at the National 

Accreditation Conference for High Schools and 

Colleges in Chicago, presenting on the status of the 

Education of Native American students in the United 

States. 

 

Over the period of their careers, Neil and Barb lived 

and worked in the following communities: Holbrook, 

Flagstaff, Safford, Show Low, Joseph City, Winslow, 

Whiteriver, Pima, and Thatcher, all in Arizona, and 

also Zuni, NM.  At the time of this writing, Neil and 

Barb live on the original Montierth family homestead 

which was settled in 1886 by Eugene Montierth and 

Sarah Jane Smith as they came from Utah, through 

Lees Ferry, after a brief stay in Woodruff, AZ, in 1884.  

Although the Gila Valley is their primary residence, 

they also enjoy spending the hotter months of the 

year on some mountain acreage they have in 

Blanding, UT. 

 

The union of Neil and Barbara brought three children.  

Charles Lynn (Chas) on April 23, 1971, in Holbrook, 

AZ; Brandi Jo on June 24, 1973, in Safford, AZ; and 

Cody Wayne on 

September 16, 

1978, in 

Holbrook, AZ.  

All three of 

their children 

were excelling 

athletes in 

multiple sports 

as well as being 

highly involved 

in the student 

government at 

their respective 

schools.  All 

three of their  
Barbara Pender DeWitt 
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children earned college scholarships that paid for all 

of their college educations. 

 

Chas was an excellent athlete, earning State honors in 

football, wrestling, and track.  He represented the 

USA in wrestling in Europe.  Like his father, he too 

served as Student Body President at Holbrook High 

School.  He also was a top performer in music and 

drama.  Chas served a mission in Chile.  He married 

Cristi Sue John from Safford, and they have had six 

children.  They presently live in Blanding, UT, where 

Chas is a school principal.  Chas has earned Bachelors 

and Masters degrees from Northern Arizona 

University. 

 

Brandi was a top athlete as well, earning top State 

honors in volleyball and track.  She too 

was active in music, drama, and student 

government.  Brandi married Erik Wayne 

Hanchett from Flagstaff.  They both are 

educators in Safford, with both earning 

their Bachelors and Masters degrees 

from NAU.  Brandi’s husband, Erik, was 

recently honored as Arizona’s Science 

Teacher of the Year.  Brandi and Erik 

have been blessed with three children.  

They live next door to Neil and Barb on 

the family farm where the kids help Neil 

with the pecan harvest. 

 

Cody was the top athlete of the bunch.  

He excelled, earning State honors in 

football, wrestling and track.  He 

represented the USA in Europe in track.  Having 

scholarship offers in all these sports, he chose to 

attend university on a full-ride scholarship for the 

Decathlon in track.  While living in Safford, Cody met 

his wife, Angela Renae Urrea Angie where she 

worked many years as a Sherriff Deputy while Cody 

was working as a wild-land firefighter.  After Cody 

received a severe career ending injury in firefighting, 

they relocated to San Diego where Angie continues to 

work in law enforcement and Cody is now employed 

as a professional Photographer.  They have four 

children, with Angie having brought two sons to the 

union, and then she and Cody had a daughter and 

another son together.  

 

 Neil and Barbara are active in the Church.  Neil has 

served in various ward and stake callings, including 

working in several Bishoprics and serving in the 

Safford Stake High Council.  He recently wrote a 

“Master Gardener” newsletter for the Church.  Neil 

enjoys writing.  At one time he had his own 

educational publishing business.  He has authored a 

total of eleven 

published works, all 

being in the field of 

education.  He has 

written training 

materials for teachers, 

coaches, school 

administrators, and for 

parents.  His favorite 

pastime is to babysit 

grandkids each day as 

they tag-along with 

him on the farm and to 

tend to his renowned 

“raised bed” garden.  

Besides enjoying their 

grandkids, Neil and 

Barbara enjoy taking rides on their horses, their four-

wheelers, motor scooters, and their “restored” 1956 

Willys Jeep. 

 

(Neil – Martha – Alma Rubin – Isaac – Theodore) 

  

Neil DeWitt 
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1840 U.S. CENSUS     

from ILLINOIS 

This page from the 

1840 Illinois Census 

shows Theodore 

Turley and his family 

living right next to 

Joseph Smith and 

his relatives.  It is 

fun to think of them 

being neighbors. 

Do you recognize 

any other names? 

  

FAMILY HISTORY ACTIVITY 
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REDBOOK UPDATE “PUBLISHING” STATUS by David Turley 

It is published & we are sold out of our 400 disc order. We hope people enjoy the information.  Ann Lewis is 

collecting any updates to the data or additional photos.  We discovered some discs that do not work due to a 

mistake by the publisher.  If you discover you have a blank or non-functioning disc, please contact me to work 

out a way to get you a new copy. 

 

What Does the Future Hold? 

Future activities will involve: 

1) Research to extend ancestral lines, and 

2) Creation of an interactive Theodore Turley website. 

Do you want to be involved? 

 

David, 801-521-0495, davidturley@byu.net  

(David – Lawrence – Edward – Isaac – Theodore) 

 

 

THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY TREE ON ANCESTRY.COM by Susan Ethington 

Hi Everyone.  There is a Theodore Turley Family Organization Tree on Ancestry.com.  The whole Turley family is 

invited to be on and view this tree.  It is free.  To see and be a part of this tree please send an email to me, 

Susan Ethington, at sbethington@msn.com and I will send you an invitation by email where you can accept  to 

view this tree and obtain a log in and password to be able to return to it anytime.   You will be added as a 

"contributor" to this tree and can add or take any Turley information you want.  There are a lot of pictures and 

records.  All living people on this tree are shown as "Living" without dates and places to keep their privacy.  If 

you find yourself on this tree listed as "Living" and want to be removed, send me an email and I will remove 

your name.  Also, if you find any mistakes, please let me know so that the tree will be as accurate as possible. 

This tree has been online for about six months now and already we have had success in finding "lost" cousins.  

Descendants of Sarah Elizabeth Turley and Joseph Orson Turley have contacted us and even a distant cousin 

living in New Zealand-- connected by way of our Turley ancestors in England-- found us and gave us 

information on Theodore's ancestry.  We also have found more information on the descendants of Eliza Clift, 

Theodore's wife, and his daughter Emma who did not come west but stayed in Iowa.  It has been very fun 

getting to know more Turleys.  

The tree was started as a way to collect and verify current family information using the great records found on 

Ancestry.com.  Other sites have been used too and added to the tree.  We have found plenty of 

documentation and pictures however the tree isn't complete and we can use your additions too.  I hope you 

will find it useful.  

Sincerely, Susan Ethington  

(Susan – Melvin – William – Elsie – Joseph Orson – Ruth Jane Giles, wife of Theodore) 
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Has your mail subscription expired?  Please switch to email delivery for free! Email delivery saves us time and 

expense.  You can still pay for mail delivery if that is what you want, but please be aware that at some point in 

the next few years, the number of paper newsletter subscriptions may drop so low that we will not receive any 

discounts on bulk mailing orders and we will no longer be able to afford to send them out.   

Check the renewal date next to your mailing address to find out when your subscription expires.  A $10 

donation pays for a 12-month membership and three newsletters a year.  Membership renewals can be paid 

by check, made payable to “Theodore Turley Family Organization”, and mailed c/o Hilary Turley, 1122 40th 

Street, #408, Emeryville, CA 94608.  Include your email address to receive a confirmation of your payment.  Or 

dues can be paid securely online by balance transfer, using Paypal to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com.  

  

 
To have your news included in the next newsletter, please contact your family representative or send an email 

directly to turleyfamilyorg@gmail.com with your name, address and family line from Theodore Turley.  The 

submission deadline for the June newsletter is May 10, 2012.  Your news could include: 

 Family research 

 Life sketches 

 Mission announcements 

 Births, weddings, deaths 

 Trivia 

 Projects for kids 

  

 

 

 

 

Theodore Turley Family Organization 

www.turleyfamily.org  
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Emeryville, CA 94608 
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