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Editorial

In 1997 we united as a Turley family and reached our goal. Itisa
wonderful accomplishment to now have a beautiful marker on the grave of
Theodore Turley in the Beaver, Utah Cemetery. Now all who desire, as
they go through Beaver, can go to the cemetery and in the South central part,
near the bridge over the canal, pause and pay tribute. How appropriate we
accomplished this goal during the Sesquicentennial Year of 1997.

Our next goal as a family is to have a log cabin on the site of the first
home built in Nauvoo by Theodore Turley.

May all of you set goals that will enrich your lives and make life better
in 1998. My prayer is thatall of you who helped in any way to make life
better for someone in 1997 will enter 1998 with God's choice blessings.

Sincerely,

lay Turley
Business Manager

Message from the Editor
In this edition of the Theodore Turley Family Newsletter we "':'.'
are pleased to present another installment of Richard E. Turley
Jr."s biography of Grandfather Turley. We honor recent cousins
who have passed away and solicit your helpin finding the precise IN THIS ISSUE
relationship of Turley cousins recently born. Also in this
newsletter are a number of statements written about Theodore || Theodore Turley biography installment
Turley by his contemporaries. 1 sincerely hope you find the f| WO A We? oot 6
information provided here informative and inspirational, Please SRl Misacles
share with us your news.

Contemporaneous Accounts of
Theodore Turley
Obimuaries

Rick Pyper

824 E. Hampton Ave.

(602) 813-7142
royper@azleg. state.az, us




Theodore Turley: A Biography

Richard E. Turley, Jr.

{Continued )

[ This is another in a continuing series of newsletter articles that together will make up the first rough draft of a biography of Theodore
Turley, The draft will undergo considerable revision before being published in book form. I invite all family members to read it

critically, make suggestions, and offer additional information for possible inclusion. Please send comments and information to me at
74335 South 2405 West, West Jordan, Utah B4084.

Theodore Turley and Heber C.
Kimball arrived in Far West, Missouri,
on 5 April 1839 with orders from Joseph
Smith 10 move the remaining Latter-day
Saints from the town as quickly as
possible.' By the spring of 1839, the
sainis who remained in Far West were
primarily refupees ton poor lo move
further and members of the Commitiee on
Removal, the group charged with helping
the poor reach safety. Theodore and
Heber were among the latter group. The
day they arrived back in Far West afier
visiting the Prophet, conditions for the
saints in northwestern Missouri grew
EVEN mors serious,

According to the published Hisrory of
the Church, "This day a company of
about fifty men in Daviess county swore
that they would never eat or drink, until
they had murdered "Joe Smith,' Their
captain, William Bowman, swore, in the
presence of Theodore Turley, that he
would ‘never eal or drink, after he had
seen Joe Smith, until he had murdered
him,'"?

Theodore and the other saints who
remained in Far West faced persecution
and the threat of death if they did not
leave. One matter used to taunt them was
a revelation Joseph Smith had received on
B July 1838. The revelation, now know as
section 118 of the Docrrine and
Covenants, was direcied to the members
of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles,

The last three verses of the revelation
read as follows:

4 And next spring let them depart 1o
go over the great waters, and there
promulgate my gospel, the fulness
thereof, and bear record of my name.

5 Let them take leave of my sainls in
the city of Far West, on the twenty-sixth
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8 Fleeing Far West, 5-18 April 1839

day of April next, on the building-spot of
my house, saith the Lord.

6 Let my servant John Taylor, and
also my servamt John E. Page, and also
my servant Wilford Woodruff, and also
my servant Willard Richards, be
appointed to fill the places of those who
have fallen, and be officially notified of
their appointment.

The day Theodore Turley arrived
back in town from his visit to Joseph
Smith, eight men confronted him in the
office used by the Committee on
Removal. Among the eight antagonisis
were Samuel Bogari, one of the saints'
chief persecutors, and John Whitmer, one
of eight witnesses who had testified that
Joseph Smith had shown him the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was
translated. In the difficulties of 1838,
Whitmer had become separated from the
main body of the Church and was
considered an apostate.

When the eight men confronied
Theodore, they showed him the revelation
with its instructions for the members of
the Twelve to depart on their trans-
oceanic missions from the temple lot in
Far West on 26 April 1839, When
confronted with the revelation, Theodore
responded, “Gentlemen, | am well
acquainted with it."

The eight replied, "Then you, asa
rational man, will give up Joseph Smith's
being a prophet and an inspired man? He
and the Twelve are now scattered all over
creation; let them come here if they dare;
if they do, they will be murdered. As tha
revelation cannot be fulfilled, you will
now give up your faith.”

Unwilling to accede to their request,
Theodore leaped to his et and declared,
"In the name of God that revelation will

be fulfilled.”

Some in the room laughed at his
declaration. John Whitmer, apparently
shamed by Theodore's courage, hung his
head. The more defiant in the group
threatened, "If they (the Twelve) come,
they will get murdered, they dare not
come 1o take their leave here; that is like
all the rest of Joe Smith's defendant—n
prophecies.” The antagonists kept up
their taunting, trying to persuade
Theodore to renounce his faith, They
pointed out that John Corrill, a trusted
Church official who had recently been
excommunicated, planned to wrile an
exposé about the Church under the title”
Mormonism Fairly Delinaated. "[H]e is a
sensible man,” they goaded, "and you hal
better assist him,™

Theodore refused 1o budge.
"Gentlemen,” he said, °1 presume there
are men here who have heard Corrill say,
that 'Mormonism' was true, that Joseph
Smith was a prophet, and inspired of
God. | now call upon you, John Whitmer:
you say Corrill is a moral and a good
man; do you believe him when he says
the Book of Mormon is true, or when he
says it is not true? There are many things
published that they say are true, and again
wrn around and say they are false.”

Pricked by this comment, Whitmer
asked, "Do you hint at me?"

Theodore answered, "If the cap fits
you, wear it; all 1 know is that you have
published to the world that an angel did
present those plates to Joseph Smith.”

Whitmer affirmed his published
testimony: "l now say, 1 handled those
plates; there were fine engravings on both
sides. | handled them.” He described the

plates further and acknowledged that W&

"they were shown to me by a
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supernatural power.”

Hearing this lestimony, Theodore

asked, "Why is not the translation now
we?*

e Whitmer could answer only that
since he could not read the engravings on
the gold plates, he couldn’t be sure the
translation was correct.*

The same eventful day, the
Committee on Removal. of which
Theodore was a member, met (0 continue
its work. Concerned not only about the
poor who remained in Far West but also
the Church leaders mprisoned in Liberty
and Richmond, Missouri, the commitiee
took steps to relieve their wants. The
History of the Church describes the work
of the committee on this day as follows:

The commitiee [on removal of the
Saints from Missouri] met, and Brother
William Huntington made report of his
journey 1o Liberty on business of the
committee,

The subject of providing some clothing
for the prisopers at Richmond was
discussed, and the propriety of sending
two brethren 1o Liberty, 1o make sales of
“gme lands, was mken op, and Elders H.

. Sherwood and Theodore Turley
were appointed.

A bill of clothing for the Richmond
prisoncrs having been made up, was
presented and given to those appointed to
go o Liberty, that they might procur the
goods on the sales of land.*

The next day, Samrday, 6 April, two
events occurred that would prevent the
intended relief from being given. First,
the judge oversecing Joseph Smith and
the others held at Liberty Jail elected to
send them north into Daviess County
under a guard of ten men. Second, the
saints in Caldwell County, of which Far
West was the county seal, received an
ulimaium from a Daviess County mob 1o
leave before the following Friday.

The latter emergency prompled the
Committee on Removal 1o meet again.
The commitiee decided to defer sending
Elders Sherwood and Turley to Liberty.
Instead, Elder Sherwood was senmt to
Mlinois to borrow leams from the saints
P Meanwhile, Theodore and the
others would try to hure all the teams they
could to move the remaining saints from
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Far West 1o Tenney's Grove, a seitlemen
about twenty-five miles outside of Far
West.*

On Sunday, 7 April, the commitiee
met al Theodore Turley's. Emstus Snow,
who had been sent 10 Jefferson City to
visit judges there, reported 1o the
committee on his efforts. The committee
also listened to the contents of a letter
sent by Joseph Smith and his fellow
prisoners. Two members of the
commitiee, Daniel Shearer and Heber C.
Kimball, were appointed to find legal aid
for the prisoners when they were tned in
Daviess County. Concerned about the
welfare of the prisoners, who were still
being guarded across the prairie, the
committee offered a man thirty dollars if
he would convey a letier to the prisoners
and bring back a response '

The next day, the guards transporting
Joseph Smith and his fellow prisoners
finally arrived at their destination in
Daviess County roughly a mile from
Gallatin, the place where anti-Mormons
had sought 10 keep the Laner-day Saints
from voting a few months earlier. The
guard defivered the prisoners mio the
keeping of the coumy sheriff and his
guoard, which included William Bowman,
the man who just three days earlier had
bragged 1o Theodore Turley that he
would neither eat nor drink afier seeing
Joseph Smith until he had murdered him *

As the guard from Liberty made its
way back to Clay County that night, part
of the group got separaied from the rest
and arrived in Far West. They pot caught
in a fence but were helped out of their
predicament by one of the Latter-day
Sainis, Stephen Markham, who obtained
from them a copy of a letier Joseph Smith
had written to the Commitiee on
Removal. With the delivery of this letter,
the commifiee members knew Joseph and
the others had arrived at their destination
in Daviess County.*

The comminee dispaiched Brother
Markham to Daviess County with means
to help relieve the prisoners from their
destitute condition. Meanwhile, a grand
jury, described in the History of the
Church as being drunken, began meeting
at Elisha B. Creekmore's house near
Gallatin. The grand jury would indict five
of the prisoners for riot, arson, burglary,

3

a journey that required him to swim
several streams, Markham reached the
prisoners Tuesday afiernoon, bringing
with him a copy of a statute passed by the
Missouri legislature that would make
possible a change of venue for them
based on their own affidavits,"”

On Wednesday, 10 April, Markham
sought to provide evidence to counter the
one-sided testimony that the grand jury
was hearing, but he was not allowed to do
g0. The next day, Thursday, he was
finally allowed to testify. but after he did
so, the captain of the new guard, who
was a nolorious mobber, and several
others threatened his life. That evening
back in Far West, the Commiltee on
Remowval met and assigned Heber C.
Kimball to travel to Daviess County to
seck government protection from the
mobs that threatened to attack Far Wiest
from that county the following day "

During the night, Joseph Smith had a
vision in which he saw thai he would
soon escape from captivity and that
Stephen Markham was in grave physical
danger. Early Friday moming, as
counseled by the Prophet, Markham fled
from Daviess County eluding pursuers
who wished to shoot him. By 9:00 a.m.,
he had arrived in Far West carrying the
prophetic warning of Joseph Smith to be
cheerful but get out of the country as
quickly as possible.”

Satwrday, Markham left for
Independence 1o wrap up the Church’'s
affairs there. The next day, the
Commitiee on Removal met to figure out
how 1o get the remaining destitule sainis
from Far West. That day, they managed
to move thirty-six families w0 Tenney's
Grove. Because these families were poor
and unable to fend for themselves, the
commitiee appoinied a few men to furnish
wood for them, and Theodore Turley was
assigned the onerous responsibility of
providing food for them until they could
cross the state and the Mississippi River
1o Quincy, Illinois, where the Later-day
Saint refugees had gradually been
gathering. Meanwhile, Heber C.
Kimball, being a member of the Quorum
of the Twelve, had become a target of the
mob. He had to hide in the cornfields
during the day and meet with the other
commitice members at night. "

By Monday, 15 April, only a few
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Laner-day Saint families remained in Far
West. The Committee on Removal met 1o
make final arrangements for moving
those families. Meanwhile, Joseph Smith
and the other prisoners had managed 1o
obtain a change of venue to Boone
County because of the extreme anti-
Mormon prejudice in Daviess County. On
this Monday, they began their journey to
Boone County under a strong guard'*

The following evening, as the
prisoners and their guards camped for the
night, it became apparent the guards had
no intent to carry the prisoners any
further. Acecording to a later affidavit of
Hyrum Smith, Joseph's brother, while
there the sheriff . . . said [the] Judge . .
. told him never to carry us 1o Boone
county . . . ; and, said he, | shall ke a
good drink of grog, and go 1o bed, and
you may do as you have a mind o, Thre
others of the guards drank pretty freely of
the whisky, sweetened with honey. They
also went to bed, and were soon asleep
and the other guard went along with us,
and belped o saddle the horses. Two of
us mounted the horses [for which the
prisoners had already paid with their
clothing), and the other three started on
foot, and we took our change of venue
for the State of lllinois; and in the course
of nine or ten days arrived safely at
Quincy."

As the prisoners fled toward Quincy.,
the situation of Theodore Turley and the
other members of the Committee on
Removal who remained in Far West went
from serious to critical, perhaps because
word of Joseph Smith’s escape had begun
to spread. On Thursday morning, 18
April, Heber C. Kimball came out of
hiding 10 wam the members of the

Notes

commitiee 1o conclude their business and
flee for their lives. As he crossed the
public square 1o deliver this warning, a
group of ruffians on horseback
encountered him, and with Theodore
Turley and others looking on, challenged
Heber. They asked with an oath if Heber
were a Mormon. “1 am a Mormon,™ he
acknowledged.

"Well, — you, we'll blow vour brains
out, you — Mormon.” They then tried to
trample him with their horses.'

Heber managed to escape and deliver
his warning, A few minutes later, a dozen
men, including some of the ruffians
Heber had just encountered, entered
Theodore's business with loaded rifles.
According to the account in the History af
the Church,

They broke seventeen clocks into match
wood, They broke mbles, smashed in the
windows; while Bogart (the county judge)
looked on and laughed. One Whitaker
threw iron pots at Turley, one of which
hit him on the shoulder, at which
Whitaker jumped and laughed like a
madman. The mob shot down cows whik
the girls were milking them. The mob
threatened to send the commitice hell
jumping.” and “put daylight through
them.”

With the mobbers hovering like vultures,
Theodore and the other committee
members gathered up what they could and
left wown within an hour. The mobbers
then looted and pillaged.

The History of the Church recounts,

"One mobber rode up, and finding no

1. History of the Church, 3:306.

convenient place to fasten his horse, shot
a cow that was standing near, and while
the poor animal was yel struggling in
death, he cut a strip of her hide from her
nose to the tip of her tail, this he tied
round a stump, to which he fastened his
halter. """

In leaving Caldwell County,
Theodore sacrificed most of the propeny
he had accumulated through a lifetime of
hard work. In an affidavit filed less than
three weeks after leaving Far West,
Theodore listed his losses, which included
those suffered over the previous months.
They included a blacksmith shop; a
gunsmith shop; ten acres of land near
town; a house, garden, well of water,
stable, and similar improvements; a lown
lot; two horses with bridles and saddles;
harnesses, and tools. In addition, he
claimed a thousand dollars in losses
sustained by the breaking up of his
business, and another thousand dollars for
the abuse he and his family of ten
suffered in being driven from the state,
All together, his claimed losses towled
$3,050."

In a journal summary written a few .

months after these events, Theodore
would describe the property he left
behind and lament that he and his family
were “unriteously Driven from the Same
with about Ten Thousand Soles in
Company Trusting Till God Shall redeem
us from the [u]njustic of man. "™ Though
driven, they were not defeated. And
before leaving the wvicinity for good,
Theodore would retum (o see the
fulfillment of Joseph Smith's prophecy
that he had so adamantly defended.

2. History of the Church, 3:306. Although it is difficult 10 gauge how serious Bowman was when he made
the oath, later events suggest that he may have sworn simply to impress his rough friends or 1o frighten the saints
inio leaving the state before they were better prepared. Bowman was among those who apparently allowed Joseph
Smith and the other prisoners to escape from the state later in the month. History of the Church, 3:321. In any
case, al the time, Theodore and the other sainis had no way of knowing Bowman would not fulfill his murderous

oath.

3. History of the Church, 3:306-7. Corrill's book was published that year in St. Louis as A Brief History of
the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints, (Commonty Called Mormons;) Including An Account of Their Docirine
and Discipline; with the Reasons of the Author for Leaving the Church.

© 1998 by Richard E. Turley, Jr.
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4. History of the Church,
3:307-8.

5. History of the Church, 3:308.

6. History of the Church, 3:308-9, 319.
7. History of the Church, 3:309.

B. History of the Church, 3:306, 309.
9. Hisiory of the Church, 3:309,

10. History of the Church, 3:309-15; Dean C. Jessee, ed., The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith (Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book, 1984), 431,

11. History of the Church, 3:310, 313-16.

12. History of the Church, 3:316.

13. History of the Church, 3:319,

\4. History of the Church, 3:319; Jessee, Personal Writings, 431.

15. Hyrum Smith, Affidavit, 1 July 1843, as quoted in History of the Church, 3:321, 423.

16. History of the Church, 3:322; President Heber C. Kimball's Journal (Salt Lake City: Juvenile Instructor
Office, 1B82), 72.

17. History of the Church, 3:322-23. Cf. President Heber C. Kimball's Journal, 73, and Orson F. Whitney,
Life of Heber C. Kimball (Salt Lake City: Juvenile Instructor Office, 1888), 261-62, in which the location of this
event is described as the “tithing house "

18. Theodore Turley petition sworn 7 May 1839 before the clerk of the circuit court of Adams County,
Nlinois, copy of original in my possession, This petition has been printed in Clark V. Johnson, ed., Mormon
Redress Petitions: Documents of the 1833-1838 Missouri Conflict (Provo: Religious Studies Center, Brigham
Young University, 1992), 368,

A few months later, he summarized his losses in his mission journal as follows: "I left in Colwell
[Caldwell County] a Dwelling House and Stable Gardin well of watter with coveninces a work Shop well fitted up

Ten acres of Timber Land & Two Town Lots.” Theodore Turley Mission Journal, p. 2, Special Collections,
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.

19. Theodore Turley Mission Journal, p. 2, Special Collections, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.
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Ernest Turley was a true pioneer. He
was born in Beaver, Utah to Isaac Turley
and Clara Ann Tolton, Like his father
before him, he was required to take many
responsibilities at an early age. At the age
of thirteen he helped drive the family
cattle from Snowflake to Juarez. Once,
after a long day's travel, no water could
be found. Steadfast Ernie went back in
the night to a well. Like Sarah in the
Book of Mormon, whose sons went on a
dangerous mission to Jerusalem, mother
Clara Ann wept and knew her Ernie was
dead. But, he later came back with the
water.

This experience was a type of his
whole life, for he was dependable and
brave and many times when there was
trouble or men were killed, Ernest was
there, doing & man's part. His brother,
Isaac, said how his brother labored
closely with his father and was the
mainstay for the family. Ernest also had
a way with the Mexicans and spoke
Muent, though vernacular, Spanish.

In 1895, Emest married the prettiest
girl in the colonies: Sarah Centenna
Wilson of Colonia Diaz. Her name was
given to memorialize the centennial year
of the United States. She was usually
know as "Tenny.” These two were an

e?

From our previous newsletter:
Ernest and Sarah "Tenny” Turley

The Life Story of Ernest Turley

exceptionally handsome pair. They had
ten children, three of whom: Clarence
Vere, Gladys, and Helen, died young.
Once in Santa Cruz, California Ernest
and Centenna were speaking of whal
beautiful children Vere and Helen were,
and how it hunt when they died as
toddlers. When asked if it still hurt after
fifty years, both smiled and commented
that it had not hurt for a long time and
that they were happy to have three
celestial children.

Ermest was a very good farmer, fruit
grower and carpenter. He also built many
rock dams for the colony in Mexico. The
children remember him peddling some of
his fine produce such as apples, peaches,
plumé‘and apricots. Grandma also made
and they sold butter, cheese and
“acidero” a special cheese made of skim
milk, buttermilk and rennet which was
delicious when melied. They were all
501d al Pearson which was 9 miles south
of Juarez.

On one such trip from Pearson
Bernice remembers a time when Emest
was siruck by lightning. As they left
Pearson to return home they saw a
terrible storm on the flats towards Juarez
Several people had died along those flats
from lighining sirikes. Ernest was

concerned for Bernice and Anthon who

were in the wagon with him. He told
them to get in back of the wagon and
cover up with the tarp. Because they were

on the flats there was no place to go for gy

shelter so Ernest slowly proceeded into
the storm. As the storm hit the rain was
50 bad that he couldn't see his animals at
the front of the wagon. Suddenly
lightning  struck Emest. Bermice
remembers him appearing very pale and
nearly passing out. At thal point they
stopped their forward progress and waited
for the storm to subside, a time period of
about a half hour.

Ernest weni on a mission o West
Virginia in 1910 while his oldest son,
Carl, and his brother, Isaac, cared for his
fields. But in 1912 he had to leave the
mission field and join his family in Mesa,
where they came after the Pancho Villa
exodus, For a time he worked at Miami
as overseer of forty-five Mexicans in the
mines. Eventually, unlike many of the
colonists, the Turleys reurned o Colonia
Juarez where their land and home
remained. The two story red brick home
had been vandalized and all the windows
were knocked out,

Grandpa was a fine singer and
enjoyed being in the ward chor for many

r’




yvears, When he was eighty in Mesa, he
received a special request to sing in the
stake choir. It was noi uncommon ai
LI:n'mlyr gatherings for Emest to sing and
armonize with his songs w the
accompaniment of Spanish guitars,

He had a ready smile and a memorable
chuckle and sense of humor, Alhough he
only went (o the third grade in Utah and
was never a good speller, his daughter,
Bernice, says he had a natural sense for
the beauty of language and expressed
himsell well

Ernest ofien said, "We do not have
time in this hife for hatred or trouble.” He

brought sunshine and cheer 1o his family.

Emest was very [riendly and social. He
made people feel welcome when they
were near him, His wife, Centenna, was
much more reserved and quict.

Early in the 1940"s, Emest moved to
Mesa 1o be a temple ordinance worker at
the Arizona Temple and Centenna stayed
in Mexico to finalize the sale of their
property. He was often seen walking 1o
the temple and visiting with the widows
in the neighborhood, He was loved by
everyone because of his friendly nature.

Bermice remembers how he enjoyed bg

family gatherings. Before plunging into
the food, which he also loved, al a meal
he would pray and then quote Psalms
*Children are an heritage of the Lord:
blessed is the man who has his quiver full
of them.” He feli blessed thal his own
quiver was full. Afier a big meal il
wasn't uncommon for him to get one of
Centenna’s biggest mixing bowls, fll it
with "Corn Flakes" and eat. He was a big
man having large hands and feet (wearing
a wide width shoe) and was tall as well

Ernest died in Mesa in 1957 afier an
illness of several years.

Mho are We?

The identity of this couple will be revealed in our next newsletter




Small Miracles
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Alyssa Turley, Kimberly Belnap, and M’Kenzie Osterhout must have planned this reunion in heaven.
These three girls are in the same Prairie 1st Ward Sunbeam Class. They were born a few days and months
apart in different cities but all ended up together in West Jordan , Utah. They are distantly related to the
same man, Theodore Turley. Though we don’t know for sure how Alyssa is related, we know that her great-
grandfather, Sylvester Turley was born in Oregon and his family still has a ranch run by his brother Daniel.
Sylvester later moved to California. He dies several years ago. Michael, who is a convert to the Church,
thinks that his relatives came from the East Coast and his family is still trying to find out how they may be
related to Theodore. If anyone can help find the rest of the line, it would make this fantastic coincidence even

more so.

It's amazing that in the 150th year of the pioneers coming to Utah and on the 126th yearof Theodore’s
death and the rededication of his grave, that this small miracle happened. If anyone would care to contact

us, these are our addresses:

Brett and Mellani Belnap
5565 W. Lopalena Cir.
West Jordan, UT 84084
(801) 967-2861

Ty and Heather Osterhout
5573 W. Bluevail Ct.

West Jordan, UT 84084
(801) 967-5294

Michael and Mary Lou Turley
5585 Lopalena Cir.

West Jordan, UT 84084

(801) 957-0815




Theodore Turley and Francis Amelia Kimberiy

|
Issac Turley

12 November. 1837
-

I
Charlotte Turley

15 Apr. 1840
!

Edward Franklin Turley Ella Isadora Bushman 7
26 March. 1869 3 February. 1884
I I
Edward Vernon Turley Ella Gladys Barker Sylvester Turley
30 May 1897 3 February. 1905 Non-member in CA

I
Richard E. Turley, Sr.

I
Terry Glendale, Anderson

I
Michael 5. Turley

29 December. 1930 22 December. 1937 | January, ?
wife's sister, Nora Jane | |
9 June. 1924 I I
I I I
Brett Belnap Heather Anderson Michael J. Turley
6 Apr. 1965 26 May 1968 27 August. 1966
I I |
Kimberly Belnap M'Kenzie Marie Osterhout Alyssa Kaitlyn Turley
16 July. 1993 23 March. 1996 & March, 1994
TURLEY, OKLAHOMA

During the yvear 1896, or perhaps before, Jumes Turley (see article “Turleys but not of Theodore Turley"” in Turley Family
Newsletter #5, p. 13) moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma County. He was a merchant and blacksmith. The area had good land for farming
and when oil was found in this part of Oklahoma Jim Turley's location was not only surrounded by farms but also oil wells. James
Turley opened a county store and secured the right to have a post office in connection with his store. He ran the post office from
*January 13, 1897 to August 23, 1957, The town formed around his store was known officially as Turley, Oklahoma. The town
was located five miles north of Tulsa and has since been absorbed into that city.
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CONTEMPORANEOUS ACCOUNTS OF THEODORE TURLEY

The High council of Zion met in Far West, Wednesday, December
19, 1838,

The Council was organized as follows: Ebenezer Robinson, No.
I; Jared Carter, No. 2; Thomas Grover, 3; Reynolds Cahoon, 4;
Theodare Turley, 5; Solomon Hancock, 6; John Badger, 7; John
Murdock, 8; Harlow Redfield, 9: George W. Harris, 10; David
Dort, 11; Samuel Bent 12. The Council was opened by prayer by
President Brigham Young, who presided.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 48

[January 26, |839]|Several gentlemen addressed the meeting on
the subject of our removal from the state and the seeming
impossibility of complying with the orders of the governor of
Missouri, in consequence of the extreme poverty of many, which
had come upon them by being driven from place to place,
deprived of their constitutional rights and privileges, as citizens of
this, and the United States, and were of the opinion that an appeal
to the citizens of Upper Missouri ought to be made, setting forth
our condition, and claiming their assistance towards furnishing
means for the removal of the poor of this county out of the state,
as being our right and our due in the present case.

On motion. resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed 1o
miake a draft of a preamble and resolutions in accordance with the

foregoing sentiments to be presented to a future meeting for their
consideration,

The following were then appointed. viz,—-John Taylor, Alanson
Ripley, Brigham Young, Theodore Turley, Heber C. Kimball,
John Smith and Don C. Smith.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 249
|recorded by Elias Smith, Secretary)

The committee who had been appointed for removing the poor
from the state of Missouri, viz.: William Huntington, Charles Bird,
Alanson Ripley, Theodore Turley, Daniel Shearer, Shadrach
Roundy, and Jonathan H. Hale, met in the evening of that day
[January 29, 1839], at the house of Theodore Turley, and
organized by appointing William Huntington chairman, Danjel
Shearer treasurer, and Alanson Ripley clerk, and made some
arrangements for carrying into operation the business of removing
the poor, President Brigham Young got eighty subscribers 10 the
covenant the first day, and three hundred the second day,

History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 254
[March 18, 1839]-The commitice met in the course of the day,
and appointed Theodore Turley to go to Jefferson City with Elder
Heber C, Kimball 1o carry the petitions of the prisoners in Liberty
and Richmond jails.

History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 285

[April 4, 1839].—Brothers Kimball and Turley called on Judge
King, who was angry at their having reponted the case to the
governor, and, said he, could have done all the business for you
properly, if you had come to me; and | would have signed the
petition for all except Joe, and he is not fit to live.” | bid Brothers
Kimball and Turley to be of good cheer, "for we shall be
delivered; but no arm but God's can deliver us now. Tell the
brethren to be of good cheer and get the Saints away as fast as

possible.”

Brothers Kimball and Turley were not permitted to enter the
prison, and all the communication we had with them was through
the grate of the dungeon, The brethren left Liberty on their return
to Far West.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 306
[April 5, 1839]—Brothers Kimball and Turley arrived at Far West.

This day a company of about fifty men in Daviess county swore
that they would never eat or drink, until they had murdered "Joe
Smith." Their captain, William Bowman, swore, in the presence
of Theodore Turley, that he would "never eat or drink, after he
had seen Joe Smith, until he had murdered him."

Also eight men—-Captain Bogart, who was the county judge, Dr.
Laffity, John Whitmer, and five others--came into the commitiee’s
room [i.e. the room or office of the commiitee on removal] and
presented to Theodore Turley the paper containing the revelation
of July 8, 1838, to Joseph Smith, directing the Twelve to take their
leave of the Saints in Far West on the building site of the Lords
House on the 26th of April, to go to the isles of the sea, and then
asked him to read it. Turley said, “Gentlemen, | am well
acquainted with iL" They said, "Then you, as a rational man. will
give up Joseph Smith's being a prophet and an inspired man? He
and the Twelve are now scattered all over creation; let them come
here if they dare; if they do, they will be murdered. As that
revelation cannot be fulfilled, you will now give up your faith.”

Turley jumped up and said, "In the name of God that revelation
will be fulfilled.” They laughed him to scom. John Whitmer hung
down his head. They said, "If they (the Twelve) come, they will
get murdered; they dare not come 1o take their leave here; that is
like all the rest of Joe Smith's defendant---n prophecies.” They
commenced on Turley and said, he had better do as John Cormill
had done; “he is going to publish a book called "Mormonism
Fairly Delineated;” he is a sensible man, and you had better assist
him."

Turley said, "Gentlemen, | presume there are men here who have
heard Corrill say, that "Mormonism" was true, that Joseph Smith
was a prophet, and inspired of God. | now call upon you, John
Whitmer: you say Corrill is a moral and a good man; do you
believe him when he says the Book of Mormon is true, or when he
says it is not true? There are many things published that they say

10




are true, and again turn around and say they are false?" Whitmer
asked, "Do you hint at me?" Turley replied, "If the cap fits you,
wear it: all | know is that you have published to the world that an
angel did present those plates 1o Joseph Smith.” Whitmer replied:
‘;' "I now say, | handled those plates; there were fine engravings on

both sides. | handled them;" and he described how they were
hung. and "they were shown 1o me by a supernatural power;" he
acknowledged all,

Turley asked him, "Why is not the translation now true?™ He said,
"I could not read it [in the original] and | do not know whether it
[i. e., the translation] is true or nol.” Whitmer testified all this in
the presence of eight men.

History of the Church, Vol. 3, pp. 306-08

[June 11, 1839])--] commenced dictating my history for my clerk,
James Mulholland, 1o write. About this time Elder Theodore
Turley raised the first house built by the Saints in this place
[Commerce and later Nauvoo); it was built of logs, about
twenty-five or thirty rods north north-east of my dwelling, on the
northeast corner of lot 4, block 147, of the White purchase.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 3, p. 375

[July 2, 1839] In the aftermoon met with the Twelve and some of
the Seventies who are about to proceed on their mission o Europe,
and the nations of the earth, and islands of the sea.

‘s The meeting was opened by singing and prayer, after which the
memncymmum:wurmmm who had lately
been ordained into the quorum, namely, Wilford WoodrufT and
George A, Smith; and one of the Seventies, namely, Theodore
Turley: after which, blessings were also pronounced by them [the
Presidency | on the heads of the wives of some of those about to go
abroad,

Joseph Smith, History of the Church,
Vol. 3, pp. 382-83

[September 20 and 21, 1839).—A1 home attending to domestic and
Church business.

Elders George A. Smith, Reuben Hedlock, and Theodore Turley
started for England, and upset their wagon on the bank of the
river, before they got out of sight of Commerce. Elders Smith and
Turley were so weak they could not get up, and Brother Hedlock
had io lift them in again. Soon afier, some gentlemen met them
and asked who had been robbing the burying ground--so miserable
was their appearance through sickness,

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 10

The departure of Elders George A. Smith, Reuben Hedlock, and
Theodore Turley, the last two not of the twelve, but of the
seventy, was but litile less remarkable. They were fecble in health,
in fact, down with the ague. Before they were out of sight of
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Nauvoo their wagon upset and spilled them down the bank of the
river. Elders Smith and Turley were unable to get up, not because
of any injuries they had received, but because of their weakened
condition from illness. Elder Hedlock helped them into the wagon
and they resumed their journey. They had not proceeded far when
they met some gentleman who stopped their team and said to the
driver: "Mr., what graveyard have you been robbing?” The remark
being elicited by the ghostly appearance of the elders en route for
England.

B.H. Roberts, Comprehensive History of the

Church, Vol. 2, pp. 24-25

[November 17, 1839] Brother Brigham preached in the forenoon
and Brother John Taylor in the afternoon. In the evening Brother
Brigham anointed Brother Taylor in the House of the Lord, he
having previeusly washed himsell in pure water. Then we all
went (o the temple, | was called upon and opened the meeting by
prayer, when Brother Brigham anointed him with oil and
pronounced such blessings upon him as the spirit gave utierance.
Brother Taylor then arose and prayed. Brother Theodore Turley,
one of the seventies, was then anointed by Daniel S. Miles, one of
the presidents of the seventies, both of which anointings were
sealed by loud shouts of Hosannah! Then their feet were washed
and the meeting closed.

Heber Kimball Journal in Helen Whitney, Woman's
Exponent 9 (1880), p. 26

After spending six days in New York, Elder John Taylor in
company with Eider Theodore Turley and myself sailed out of
New York Harbor, for Liverpool, on board the packet ship Oxford,
on the 19th of December, 1839,

Wilford WoodrufT, Leaves From My Journal, Ch. 22

[December 19, 1839] Apostles Wilford WoodrufT and John Taylor
and Elder Theodore Turley sailed from New York for England;
they arrived at Liverpool January. 11, 1840,

Andrew Jenson, Church Chronology

[January 13, 1840]--Elders Wilford Woodruff, John Taylor, and
Theodore Turley arrived at Preston, England.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 76

[January 17, 1840]—A special council was held at the house of
Elder Willard Richards, in Preston, Joseph Fielding, president,
Theodare Turley, scribe.  Present, Wilford Woodruff, John
Taylor, Hiram Clark, and Willard Richards. Council decided that
Elders Woodruff and Turley should go to the Staffordshire
potteries; Elders Taylor and Fielding, to Liverpool; Elder Clark,
to Manchester, with Elder William Clayton; and Elder Willard
Richards to go where the Spirit directs; that the Elders of the
council communicate with the presidency at Presion once a month;
and Elder Richards write to Brothers Alexander Wright and




Samuel Mulliner in Scotland, and hold no general conference until
more of the Twelve arrive,

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 76

After consulting upon the best course for us to pursue, it was
finally resolved that Elder John Taylor and Joseph Fielding go to
Liverpool, Elder WoodrufT to Staffordshire Potteries, Theodore
Turley 1o Birmingham, Elder Richards whoever the Spirit might
direct him, and that Wm. Clayton preside over the branch in
Manchester,

Wilford Woodruff, Leaves From My Journal, Ch, 23

On the day following [January 18, 1840] | parted with Elders
Taylor and Fielding, who went to Liverpool, and with Elder
Richards, who tarried in Preston. Elder Turley and | went to
Manchester

Wilford WoodrufT, Leaves From My Journal, Ch. 23

[March 4th, 1840] | now expect to leave for England soon by way
of Cincinnati, Philadelphia and New York; and | humbly ask the
prayers of all the saints that God may go with me, and prosper his
work exceedingly through my instrumentality.

It is with joy, | anticipate the day of sitting under a large oak with
brother Turley on the other side of the Atlantic; and meeting with
the saints in England once more.

As ever,

I am you friend and brother in the kingdom & patience of
Jesus Christ, Amen.

Orson Hyde, Times and Seasons, Vol. |, pp. 72-73

[May 9 1840]-Elder Theodore Turley was released from
Stafford jail, where he had been confined since his arrest on the
I6th of March last, at the instigation of John Jones, a Methodist
preacher, on the pretense of a claim arising under a partnership
with another man fifteen years ago, before he left England.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 127

[July 9, 1840] Elder Richards at Birmingham, who went direct to
Manchester, while | visited West Bromwich, and preached several
times to & small branch of the Church which had been raised up in
that place by Elder Turley, who baptized several while | was
there.

Wilford WoodrufT, History of the Church,
Vol. 4, pp. 153-54

|September 5 1840)--Elders Young and Richards went from
Manchester to Liverpool, and in the evening organized a company
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of Saints bound for New York, by choosing Elder Theodore
Turley to preside, with six counselors.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 187

[March 10, 1843] I told Theodore Turley that | had no objection
to his building  brewery.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 5, p. 300

Frequently during Father's life [Edwin Rushton] he spoke of a
revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the presence of
him and Theodore Turley at the Prophet’s home, May 6, 1843,
This revelation is known as the "White Horse Prophecy.” Some
years before Father passed away, two prominent Church officials
questioned Father at great length concerning this prophecy, and
recorded the statement he made at that time,

Edwin Rushton, Journal, typescript, BYU, p. 6

[June 23, 1843] The 5th legion, 2nd cohort, Nauvoo Legion,
consisting of four companies, organized. Hosea Stout was clected
colonel: Theodore Turley, licutenant-colonel; Jesse Defendant.
Hunter, major.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol, 5, p. 443
[June 18, 1844] This evening | appointed Theodore Turley
Armorer-General of The Legion.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 502

[June 20, 1844] 1 gave directions to Theodore Turley 1o
commence the manufacture of antillery. He asked me if he should
not rent a building, and set some men to repairing the small arms
which were out of order. 1 told him in confidence that there would
not be a gun fired on our part during this fuss.

Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 520

[Joseph Smith] sent the letter of this date [June 23, 1844] w0
Governor Ford by Col. Theodore Turley and Elder Jedediah
Marijuana. Grant, who carried it to Canthage, where they arrived
about 9 p.m. They gave the letter 1o Governor Ford, who first
agreed to send a posse to escort General Smith in safety to
Carthage, Immediately aflerwards Mr. Skinner came in and made
u very bitter speech to the Governor, in which Wilson Law and
Joseph H. Jackson joined, telling him naught but lies, which
caused Elder Grant to ask if messengers to him were to be insulted
in that manner. The Govemor treated them coldly, and rescinded
his previous promise, and refused 1o send or allow an escort to go
with Joseph, as he said it was an honor not given to any other
citizen. He would not allow the messengers to stay in Carthage
through the night, but ordered them to start at 10 o'clock. and
retumn to Nauvoo with orders for General Smith to be in Carthage
at 10 o'clock tomorrow moming without an escort; and he
threatened that if General Smith did not give himself up at that
time, that Nauvoo would be destroyed and all the men, women and




children that were in it. Messrs. Grant and Turley immediately
stanted; but on account of their horses being wearied, they did not
arrive in Nauvoo until about four a.m. of the 24th, when they went
do General Smith to report to him the state of excitement in
e arthage. He would not hear one word of the waming, as he was
determined to go to Carthage and give himself up to the Govemnor.

History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 552

Owing to the jaded condition of their horses Turley and Grant did
not reach Mauvoo until daylight of the twenty-fourth., Afier the
orders of the governor were delivered, these faithful brethren who
reporicd them began o wamn the Prophet against trusting himself
in the hands of his enemies at Carthage, but he stopped them and
would not hear them further—he had decided upon his course.

B.H. Roberts, Comprehensive History of the
Church, Vol. 2, p. 248

Sawrday, March 1, 1845, At 10 a.m. met at the Seventics Hall in
the Council of Fifty. The following brethren were taken into fill
up the Quorum viz: Joseph Young, John E. Page, David Fullmer,
Theodore Turley, Albert P. Rockwood, Jonathan Dunham, &
Lucien R. Foster. They subseribed to the laws of the Council and
covenanied before God with uplifted hands to maintain all things
inviolate agreeable 1o the order of the Council. Bros Daniel
Spencer, Isaac Morley, and Shadrack Roundy were selected 1o
make up the number of 50, but they were absent and sick. Brother
John Pack wis admitted 1o sit in the place of Wilford WoodrulF,
yohn Defendant. Lee in the place of Ezra Thayer, and Lewis Dana
in place of Amos Fielding they being absent in on business. Lewis
Dana is a Lamanite of the Oneida nation, and the First Lamanite
who has been admitted a member of any Quorum of the Church.

The Mauvoo Joumnal of Joseph Fielding, p. 79

[ April 16, 1845]--Al sunset, Brother Heber C. Kimball and | laid
hands on Brother W. Richards who was sick. A small portion of
the city was incorporated as the town of Nauvoo and Alpheus
Cutler, Orson Spencer, Charles C. Rich, Theodore Turley and
David Fullmer were appainted trustees; they selected policemen,
and appointed Hosea Stout captain, they also appointed assessors,
collectors and other officers.

Brigham Young, History of the Church,
Vaol, 7, p. 400

[October 16, 1845] In the moming went to see a lot of 100

muskets. at the request of General [Charles Coulson] Rich, which
were at Colonel [Theodore] Turley's which had just been
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purchased at New Orleans for the Nauvoo Legion, by Brother
| Theodore] Turley, then came home and [at] five went to the
police und came home at dark.,

Hosea Stout Diary , vol. 2, typescript, BYU-S, p. 2

Monday, |September] 22 [1845]. (1 went to the butchery and
found things in a bad condition. | was occupied in arranging this
and the commissary department [crossed out in original]) and that
in attempting to execute the arrangements they were fired upon
and Cyrus Daniels was shot through the right arm, just above the
elbow. Whereupon, myself and Brother [Joseph Bates] Noble
went with him to assist him home. We, however, did not find him
till he had traveled to Colonel [Theodore] Turley's. When we got
there we found him in a desperate condition, his arm was sharered
to atoms, the ball passed just above the elbow and both bones were
broken and his arm in a sling. We had to tear his coat to pieces 1o
get it off of him, after which Brother [Theodore] Turley set the
bones as well as he could. And then Dr. J. [John] Marijuana.
Bamhisel [Bemnhisel] was sent for, who undone his arm and set it
over again, during which time he suffered the most excruciating
pain. A ball passed through Langley's hat at the same time.

Hosea Stout Diary ( 1845), vol. 2, typescript, BY'L-5,
pp. 50-51

[November 16, 1845] | leamed that Elder Theodore Turley has
been arresied at Alton on a charge of bogus-making,

Brigham Young, History of the Church,
Vol. 7, p. 525

About two months ago, Brother Turley was taken on a charge of
bogus making at Alton, was kept four or five weeks in a wretched
condition in irons, was then taken to Springfield, tried, and let to
bail until next June, but pursued before.

Joseph Fielding Diary in "Nauvoo Journal,”
BYU Studies 19 (1979), p. 160

[November 28, 1847]--1 met with the Twelve and high council in
the forenoon, Theodore Turley and Joseph Fielding were voted
members of the high council. In the evening | preached to the
seventies and high priests concerning gathering to the Bluffs, and
from there 1o the mountains, and aiding each other until all are
located in a healthy country.

Brigham Young, History of the Church,
Vol. 7, p. 620




Someone it’s Nice to Know is in Our Family

I Patricia Lee Swanson, was born September 15, 1935 10 Vernon Edward Swanson and Francis Evelyn Giles
[Her father was a grandson of Mary Ann Turley Cook, the daughter of Theodore Turley--see Mary Ann Turley
picture in the Theodore Turley Newsleter #7, front page.] | had three sisters and two brothers. | was the
youngest of six children. My life as a young child was not a happy one. At the age of 19 1 met my wonderful
husband, Robert Allen Hamm. We only knew each other three weeks and got married on September 10, 1955.
To our union was born four daughters. Our last two were twins and one of them died soon after birth. We now
have eight wonderful grandchildren (4 boys and 4 girls) and one great granddaughter.

[She tells how she came to be a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. As they were

returning to California
from a trip in the East,
t h ey stopped in Salt
Lake City at the Visitor's
Center. She tells how
strong  the Spirit of the
Lord was there.  They
looked up the LDS
missionari es back in
Madera California.
She further writes:] “We
joined the LDS Church in
November 1979. 1 only
wish  we could have
fornd the Church
sooner, | know with all
my  heart the Church is
true, that Jesus is the
Christ and we have a

loving Heavenly Father. The Church has meant so much to us. We have found loving friends.

The Turley Newsletter has meant so much to us for the wonderful information it has given us about my
family. 1 am thankful to my Heavenly Father that I am a great great granddaughter to Mary Ann Turley.

In July 1986, we found my husband had leukemia. He had worked 26 years here in Madera and had to go
on permanent disability (which is very hard for him). This year 1997, he has lost 30 pounds, It has been a hard
year for him,

The gospel means so much to us. We know we have a living prophet to guide us. We have been able to do
work in the temple for our ancestors that they were not able to do for themselves. We have so many friends,
including the love and kindness we have from you. The Lord has blessed us in so many ways.

I loved Aunt Agee so much and appreciated you going to see her before she passed away [she is referring
to her father's sister, Agnes Swanson Thomas who lived in Peoria, Arizona. See Newsletier #6, p. 18 for her
obituary).

| am enclosing a picture taken a few vears ago at Disneyland. Love and good wishes to all the Turley
relatives.

Yours sincerely,

Pat




Obituaries

Hortense McClellan Fuller was born September 22, 1900 in
Colonia Juarez, Mexico and died on December 2, 1997 in Glendora,
Los Angeles, California. She was the daughter of Esther Turley
McClellan who was the daughter of Isaac Turley and Clara Ann
Tolton. At the age of 16 Hortense married Ralph Fuller. They had
eight living children. She loved to travel to visit family. She was
able through optimism (o0 make happy times from problems. Her
eight children and their spouses have 22 university degrees. Among
them: three doctors, a dentist, a velerinarian, seven masters degrees
and 11 bachelors degrees plus one lawyer and one judge.

Romney

Funeral Services for Milton
Alvin Romney will be Wednes-
day, Aug. B,
1997, 10
a.m. atl the
LDS Telshor
Chapel locat-
ed at ldaho
and Telshor
Bivd.

Alvin Rorm-
ney, age 77,
was born in
Colonia
Juarez, Chi-
huahua, Maxico and relocated
to Mesilla Park in 1950,

. . Alvin was farmer, rancher, and
lee ln SuCh a Wa that manager/owner of Romney
Implemant Co., a John Deere

dealership, in Anthony, El Paso
and Fabens, Texas. He served as

those Who know you Mission President for the LDS
b Chureh In Hermosillo, Sonora

Mexico, was President of mis-

but don’t know Christ, oAy e P

will want to know Turley Romney, sons Lenty and
- Cedar City, Utah., Mark and Mil-
Christ because they fon of s Grices, K. et

and Minyon of Mea, Arz, Si>-

k now Ou Cruces, Dennison and Mar-
. guerite of Utah. Alvin has 34

grandchildren and 5 great-grand-

childran. 4

Funeral arangements by Gra-
ham's Mortuary.

“yeMilton Alvin Romney was a great grandson of Theodore Turley. His mother was
Frances Turley Romney, who was the daughter of Isaac Turley.
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