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Every time I have the privilege of getting in touch with any of you I am
impressed even more with the wonderful family to which we all belong. We hope
to always have names for endowments in the Arizona Temple under the name, Theodore

Turley Family Organization.

If any of you desire to have your children participate

in doing baptisms for the dead, or if you want to do initiatory work or sealings

in the Arizona Temple, contact me:
Ph. (602)892-1516.

Jay Turley, 1520 East Glade, Mesa, AZ, 85204,
If any of you desire to have the above work done in any of

the other temples, contact me and we will send you a temple-ready disk for that

temple.

It is such a thrill to be able to do work for our ancestors.

We need to continually upgrade and make additions to our list of family members.
Contact your family representative and help them keep the addresses current.

The Lord's spirit and direction has been felt by so many of you. Note the
additional names on the Tomlinson line (in the Genealogical section of the

Newsletter) found by Gerald Fuller.

He has submitted additional names which are

being verified. This information will be included in future newsletters. May
we all work together in unity and feel the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

as we strive to draw closer to him,

I have found a sweet spirit and a love unfeigned from each of you. Same are
relatives by marriage, some not members of the L.D,S. Church. This makes no

difference.
be with you.
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There is a special interest and love we have for each other. God

Love,
Jay F, Turley, Business Manager

Dear Family:
1996 really started out with a bang for me, I
had major surgery (all went well there). Also
my first two grandchildren were born 8 days apart
and both grandsons. T must say it's wonderful
being a Grandma. While I was playing with my
grandsons for the first time the thought came
to me, "I really want my grandchildren to
know of the wonderful heritage they have and
this newsletter is one way for them to know
their ancestors." 1 hope that the future
newsletters will continue having the stories
about our ancestors and information needed to
get the genealogy completed. I wish to
thank for all the help and stories
that have been offered and the true feelings
of "family" that we share.

m,

Helen Skinner

Editor
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Theodore Turley: A Biography

Richard E. Turley, Jr.

(Continued)

[This is another in a continuing series of newsletter articles that together will make up the first
rough draft of a biography of Theodore Turley. The draft will undergo considerable revision
before being published in book form. [ invite all family members to read it critically, make
suggestions, and offer additional information for possible inclusion. Please send comments and
information to me at 7435 South 2405 West, West Jordan, Utah 84084.]

4 Church Life in Canada, 1837-1838

On March 25, 1837 —three and a half weeks after Theodore Turley and his wife, Frances,
became Latter-day Saints — tragedy struck the life of Parley P. Pran, the apostle whose preaching
helped precipitate Theodore and Frances's conversion. On that day, Elder Praut's wife passed
away, but not before giving birth to a son as had been prophesied by Elder Heber C. Kimball
when he blessed Elder Pratt before his first mission to the Toronto area. Elder Kimball had also
prophesied that from the work begun in Canada, the gospel would spread to England. According
to Elder Pratt's biography, soon after his wife's death, he "returned to Canada, to visit the
Saints, and to confer on the subject of a mission to England. ™

On Monday, April 24, 1837, a conference was held in Churchville, the village in which
Theodore and Frances lived. Among the many persons present were Elder Pratt and Elder John
Taylor, two men whose lives would remain entwined with the Turleys for years to come. Elder
Taylor would later become President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Also
present were John Snyder and Joseph Fielding, who would figure in the Church's first mission
to England, and William Law, one of Theodore's friends, who would eventually rise to
prominence as a counselor to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Church’s First Presidency, then
plummet to become one of Joseph's—and the Church's—arch enemies.

According to a report of the conference published in the Church's official periodical,
"Eld. Pratt was called to preside, and the following persons were ordained: Wm. Law to the
office of an elder, Theodore Turley, priest[,] and Jacob Scou, teacher.” The person who filed
the report added, "The presence of the Lord was with us; the manifestation of the Spirit was
clear and the votes of the members unanimous—and we were led to praise God that he was
pleased to call new laborers into his vineyard, and thus facilitate the progress of his work in the
coming forth of his kingdom and prepare a people for the glorious advent of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever. Amen.™
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As a priest, Theodore became one of the new laborers in the vineyard. Writing years
later, Theodore recounted that he was "ordained under the hand of Elder P P Pratt as Priest” and
"went [on] a mission™ on which he "Built up a Church . . . of 17 members in 3 wekes[;] among
the Number was Elder Mulholand|, ] Standing & Mulliner{;] then | was ordained an Elder under
hands of P. P Pratt[;] continued preaching till we went up to Kirtland.™ The three converts
Theodore mentioned by name all went on to become prominent in the early Church, James
Mulholland became a scribe to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Latter-day Saint city of Nauvoo,
and a major street in the city was named after him following his premature death.' James
Standing also became a prominent Nauvoo citizen, and his son Joseph later became one of the
Church's most famous missionary martyrs, being killed by a Georgia mob in 1879, Samuel
Mulliner became one of two missionaries to introduce the gospel to his native Scotland.”

Theodore baptized Samuel Mulliner on September 10, 1837." In the meantime, the
prophecy of a mission to England began to be fulfilled. According to Elder Pratt's
autobiography, “Several of the Saints in Canada were English, who had friends in England.
Letters had already been sent to them with information of the rise of the Church, and of its
principles; Several of the Canadian Elders felt a desire to go on a mission to their friends in that
country,”

Four Canadians were finally called as missionaries. These four, Joseph Fielding, John
Goodson, John Snyder, and Turley's good friend Isaac Russell, joined Heber C. Kimball, Orson
Hyde, and Willard Richards to become the first Latter-day Saint representatives in England.
Kimball, who led the group, had been personally selected for the mission by Joseph Smith after
the Prophet had received inspired direction that a mission to England would revitalize the
Church. The call totally surprised Elder Kimball, even though he had been the one to prophesy
of an English mission the previous year in his blessing to Parley P. Pratt. The seven
missionaries left New York harbor on July |, 1837, and arrived in England about three weeks
later.” Though Theodore was not included in the first group of missionaries to England, he
contributed to the first mission by providing [saac Russell with a letter to his brother in
England.'”

Meanwhile, Joseph Smith and his counselor, Sidney Rigdon, spent four or five days in
Theodore and Frances's neighborhood in August 1837, at which time they likely met the two
Church leaders.!" Then around October, Theodore traveled to Kirtland, Ohio, the Church
headquarters at the time."

On November 9, 1837, Theodore, who was then in Churchville, wrote a letter to Isaac
Russell in England for the purpose of "communicating a few of the feelings and desires of my
heart." After expressing joy at hearing of the success of the missionaries in England and asking
Russell to "Excuse the present scraps,” Theodore reminded Isaac of a promise he had made to
him before departing for England. "When you left me," Theodore wrote, "you said | should
have a purchaser on the last day. I have sold. The Lord has shown His delivering hand in my
behalf 1o a great extent in preparing my way for the ministry.”

© |99 by Richard E. Turley, Jr Dvat of 3/17/96, Page 2
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Theodore next reported on his missionary efforts in Canada. "I have endeavored to labor
in vineyard ever since your absence," he wrote Isaac. "The Lord has blessed me in my own
soul. I have baptized nine in that neighborhood|;] there are twelve members in that branch doing
well. Bro. Law and myself are truly in the possession of the feelings and spirit of brethren.”
After Isaac had left on his mission, Theodore had been advanced in the priesthood. "At a
meeting of conference in Scarborough,” he explained, "I was ordained an elder.”

While Isaac was on his mission in England, his family was staying in Kirtland, Ohio,
where the headquarters of the Church was then located and where Theodore had recently visited.
"I have been in Kirtland and saw your family,"” Theodore reported. "Kissed Sammy. They was
well. Never saw your wife look so well."

While in Kirtland, Theodore had an opportunity to inspect the papyrus records from
which a book of Church scripture, the Book of Abraham, would later be derived. He also had
a chance to meet the Church Patriarch, Joseph Smith, Sr., who apparently gave him a patriarchal
blessing, but the Prophet, Joseph Smith, was absent. "I was highly gratified with a sight of the
records and the Patriarch,” Theodore wrote. "Bro. Joseph was not at home, being gone to
establish eleven more stakes of Zion.""

Theodore next mentioned his son Theodore's death, which proved a real trial to him,
though one for which he had received strength to endure. "My son Theodore has fallen asleep
in Christ,” he wrote. "Dear Brother, | have been tried by the powers of darkness on this account
as well as others, but this has never moved me. Oh my heart rejoices in the truths of the Gospel
as brought to light in these last days.”

Several experiences convinced Theodore that he was destined to preach the gospel in his
native England. "Dear brother,” he wrote Isaac Russell, "it appears by frequent prophecies I
have to declare the Gospel to my former brethren as well as in my [patriarchal] blessing and the
Spirit's intimation constantly with me concurring in the same. I wish you to enquire of the Lord
whether it is His mind 1 should come and travel with you till Bro. Law is set at liberty.""

Meanwhile, he was contributing toward the success of the British Mission by referring
the missionaries there to his brother, probably his brother John. "Have you sent the letter to my
brother[?]" he inquired. "If you have an opportunity of going to them do as soon as possible.”

Theodore closed his letter by expressing the love of some of the other Church members
in the area, sending his and Frances's affectionate regards, and promising that "Bro. Law will
give the particulars of the Church.""

The following day, William Law indeed wrote to Isaac Russell, reporting on the status
of the Church members in the area. Among those on whom he reported were Theodore Turley,
Robert Blashel Thompson, and Mercy Rachel Fielding Thompson. Robert Thompson would
serve as scribe to the Prophet Joseph Smith from 1839 to 1841. His wife, Mercy, was the sister
of Joseph Fielding.'

© 1996 by Richard E. Turley, Ir. Dreaft of 371796, Pape 3
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"Bro. Turley and Bro. Thompson have built up a little branch in the upper part of
Chyngassansy of twelve members[;] Mrs. Thompson has resided with us for some weeks; She
is very anxious to hear from her brother who went with you,""”

William Law also described the visit they had in August from Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon. "We had the blessing of a visit from Bro. Joseph Smith Jr. and Bro. Sidney Rigdon,"
he wrate. "They were here for four or five days, from whom we received much information.
. . . Bro. Joseph is truly a wonderful man. He is all we could wish a Prophet to be. And Bro.
Sidney, what eloquence is his. And think how he has sacrificed for the truth."

Toward the end of William's letter, he spoke of two important events that were yet
future. One was an attempted revolution in Canada. The other was the movement of Theodore
Turley and his family from Canada. "I believe we will have a rebellion in the lower province
and perhaps in this,” William predicted. "I suppose Bro. Turley told you that he sold and will
move off next spring.” William concluded his letter, "And that the God of our Fathers may
always bless, comfort and deliver you, is the prayer of your brother in the bonds of the
Everlasting Gospel of Christ.""*

As Theodore's and William's letters demonstrated, the saints in Churchville, Canada, had
great love and respect for Isaac Russell. Perhaps it was no surprise, therefore, that when another
son was born to Theodore and Frances Turley on November 22, 1837, their eighth child and
fourth boy, they should give him the name of Isaac. The first child born to them after joining
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints thus bore the name of the man responsible for
their spiritual rebirth."

With a rebellion brewing in Canada, and the Church members being encouraged to gather
with the body of the saints, it would not be long before Theodore, Frances, and their family
would say good-bye to Churchville forever.

Notes

I. Parley P. Praut, [Ir.], ed., Autobiography of Parley Parker Pratt (Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book, 1980), 166-67, 462.

2. Latter Day Saints' Messenger and Advecare 3, no. 8 (May 1837); 511-12. For
information on the life of John Taylor, see B. H. Roberts, The Life of John Taylor (Salt Lake
City: George Q. Cannon and Sons, 1892); Andrew lenson, Latter-day Saint Biographical
Encyclopedia, 4 vols. (Salt Lake City: Andrew Jenson History Co./Andrew Jenson Memorial
Association, 1901-1936), 1:14-19; Samuel W. Taylor, The Kingdom or Nothing (New York:
Macmillan, 1976); Francis M. Gibbons, John Tavler: Mormon Philosopher, Prophet of God (Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985). For information on the life of William Law, see Lyndon W.
Cook, "'Brother Joseph Is Truly A Wonderful Man, He Is All We Could Wish a Prophet to Be':
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Pre-1844 Letters of William Law," Brigham Young University Studies 20 (winter 1980): 207-18;
Lyndon W. Cook, "William Law, Nauvoo Dissenter,” Brigham Young University Studies 22
(winter 1982): 47-72; Lyndon W. Cook, William Law (Orem: Grandin Book, 1994).

On Theodore's friendship with William Law, see, in addition to the letters mentioned in
this article, William Law to Isaac Russell, May 12, 1837, in Cook, "Brother Joseph,” 210 ("I
this day had the pleasure of hearing from you by Mr. Turley"); William Law to Isaac Russell,
Jan. 17, 1839, in Cook, "Brother Joseph," 214 ("Tell Father Scott to write me and tell Bros.
Mulholland and Turley, and all my old friends who are writers to write me"); William Law to
Robert B. Thompson, Mar, 27-29, 1839, in Cook, "Brother Joseph," 217 ("Tell Brothers Turley
& Snider to write me").

3. Theodore Turley, Autobiography (ca. 1840), MS 13176, fd. 1, Historical Department,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, hereafter abbreviated as
HDC. Consistent with scholarly practice, | have retained the original spelling of the sources
quoted in this article. Theodore's account can be read to suggest that he was ordained on March
| and left on a mission March 2, 1837. However, the portion of his written description that
gives the month of his mission has the letters "Ma" followed by a line that could be an "r" or
the beginning of a "y," after which the edge of the page is broken off, making it impossible to
tell for certain. [ have gone with the date of April 24 for his ordination because of the report
published in the Messenger and Advecate shortly after the ordination occurred. The account can
also be read to suggest that he went immediately on a mission and made the mentioned converts
within three weeks thereafter. Samuel Mulliner, however, was not baptized until September,
making this reading of Theodore's account incorrect.

4. Dean C. Jessee, The Papers of Joseph Smith, vol. 1 (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book,
1989), 230-31, 265-67, 281 n, 1; Dean C, Jessee, The Papers of Joseph Smith, vol. 2 (Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book, 1992), 211, 288, 301-33, 334, 336 n. 1; David E. Miller and Della S.
Miller, Nauvoo: The City of Joseph (Santa Barbara: Peregrine Smith, 1974); Howard C. Searle,
"History of the Church (History of Joseph Smith),” Encyclopedia of Mormonism (New York:
Macmillan, 1992), 647. This James Mulholland should not be confused with James H.
Mulholland, who was excommunicated from the Church for forgery in 1849, See Danny L.
Jorgensen, "Conflict in the Camps of Israel: The 1853 Cutlerite Schism,” Journal of Mormon
History 21 (spring 1995): 47 n. 39.

5. Jenson, 2:713-14, 3:719-21; Shirley Butler Woodruff, The Standing Family History (Salt
Lake City: Woodruff Printing Co., 1988), 61, 73, 87-93; John Nicholson, The Martyrdom of
Joseph Standing (Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1886); B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (Provo: Brigham Young University
Press, 1965), 5:558-67; James B. Allen and Glen M. Leonard, The Siory of the Latter-day
Saints, 2d ed. (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1992), 397.

6. James B. Allen, Ronald K. Esplin, and David J. Whinaker, Men with a Mission, 1837-
1841 (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1992), 130-31, 162-65, 199; Richard L. Evans, A Century
of "Mormonism”~ in Great Britain (Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1984), 75.
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7. Ewvans, 75.
8. Prau, 167-68.

9. Allen, Esplin, and Whitaker, [-54; Pratt, 168; Joseph Smith, History of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Lanter-day Saints, 2d ed., 7 vols., ed. B. H. Roberts (Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book, 1948-53), 2:489-99; Swanley B. Kimball, Heber C. Kimball (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1981), 40-69: James B. Allen and Thomas G. Alexander, eds., Manchester Mormons:
The Journal of William Clayton, 1840 to 1842 (Santa Barbara: Peregrine Smith, 1974), 4-11.

10. Theodore Turley to Isaac Russell, Nov. 9, 1837, MS 6066, HDC. This letter has been
published in "Isaac Russell Letters Given to Church,” Deseret News, Sept. 11, 1937, Church
Section, 5-6.

1. Roberts, Life of John Tavior, 42; History of the Church 2:502-3, 508.
12, See descriptions of this visit below.

13. Turley to Russell, Nov. 9, 1837. Joseph Smith left Kirtland with Sidney Rigdon on
September 27 and returned on December 10. History of the Church 2:513-28.

14, Turley to Russell, Nov, 9, 1837. Theodore Turley's patriarchal blessing is not among
those stored and indexed in the Church Historical Department. Apparently, it was not entered
into the patriarchal blessing record books, a common oversight in the early days of the Church.

15. Turley to Russell, Nov. 9, 1837.

16. Cook, "Brother Joseph,” 211. On Robert Thompson's service as scribe to Joseph
Smith, see, e.g., Dean C. Jessee, ed., The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith (Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book, 1984), 465-67, 472-78, 480-87, 489-95, 686-88.

17. William Law to Isaac Russell, Nov, 10, 1837, Church Historical Department. This
letter has been published in Cook, "Brother Joseph,” 211-12, and in "Isaac Russell Letters Given
to Church,” Deseret News, Sept. 11, 1937, Church Section, 5-6.

18. Law to Russell, Nov. 10, 1837.
19. According to a family group sheet in my possession, Theodore and Frances's eighth

child and fourth son, Isaac Turley, was born Nov. 22, 1837, in Churchville, Peel, Ontario,
Canada.
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Some are finding a few names in our Genealogical research.
names located by Gerald Fuller on the Mary Ann Tolton Line.

included in the next Newsletter.
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OBITUARIES

Family Newsletter #2). He was the father of three children:
Ted of Snowflake, Don of Mesa, and Venda of Magalia, CA. He
was the last of a generation. All the children of Theodore W.
Turley had preceded him in passing. He never bemoaned the loss
of both legs or blamed it on someone else. He greatly enjoyed
the visits and phone calls from his wonderful relatives and
friends. Harve mentioned his love for them often. His

wife, Dorothy T. Turley (Dixie), gave him devoted. loving

care that made his closing years as pleasant as possible.

In Loving Memory of HARVEY ISAAC TURLFEY was born March 10, 1905, in Snowflake,
: 25 Arizona. He died December 12, 1995, in Mesa, Arizona,
C.—J'}(a'tu_gy giqaﬂ Sruvlffy after a 1"2!"3’ and eventful 1life. {See Tribute in Theodore

: '.I"E:!:!.‘.III‘:“J'i'n.r..E:l‘rlll::ﬁs1 TURLEY was born in Pinedale, Arizona
" - - s e December 36 February

“Let me live by the side of the Hnlbrmk,1:;‘izgrﬂ: ﬂgil;ep:::ﬁﬁfe of E‘r‘anl?:ﬁ{.-.?ﬁ.grgieit:
road I”Il‘fﬁﬂ' a fﬂ‘fﬂﬂdlfﬂ man.” They were the parents of one son, Stephen L. Turley of

. Flowermound, Texas, five daughters: Heather Ferguson of
Holbrook, Shannon Farr of Flagstaff, Celeste Fisher of
Payson, Monigue Rogers of Higley, Lynette Klein of
Seattle, Wash., and 21 grandchildren. Her family
participated in all of her funeral service. Her husband
Frank L. Turley, spoke and then sang at her reguest,
"I'll Mever Walk Alone". They both know that her passing
will cause only a temporary separation. We will all miss
her love, smiles and encouragement.

WHAT CANCER CANT DO

Cancer is 50 LIMITED. It cannol cripple LOVE,

It cannot shatter HOPE, It cannot corrode FAITH,
It cannot eat away PEACE, It cannot destroy CONFIDENCE,

It cannot kill FRIENDSHIP, It cannot silence COURAGE,
It cannot reduce ETERNAL LIFE, It cannot quench the SPIRIT,
It cannot lessen the POWER of the RESURRECTION.
Trx Fauny Terz 1987

MILDRED FRANCIS LEWIS TURLEY was born April 13, 1928, in
Showlow, Arizona. She lived there until January 7, 1955,
when she married Norman H. Turley and moved to Holbrook,

In Memory OF
Teddie Vol Stock 'ju'lfsy Arizona. She spent the rest of her life there. She

passed away March 18, 1996. She was the mother of one
daughter, Brenda Ann Sharp of Peoria, Az.; three sons,
N. Brent Turley of Flagstaff, Bary H. Turley of Mesa and
J. Bruce Turley of Tempe, and eight grandchildren. Her
son, Brent, arranged and read at her funeral a tribute
entitled "Our Special Mom". We quote only the last two
of six verses.

"Our special Mom is now in God's tender care,

We miss her so much but have something to share.

We're so thankful to God, He gave us a Mom so great

For a Father we love, she was a wonderful mate.

To our special Mom, for now we say good-bye,
Resting assured she's with angels on high.
Time will pass quickly and soon it will be,
’ Celestial glory for our family."

dn Loving Memary BF Frank & Norman Turley, sons of Charles Turley, son of Isaac

AL A e o - Turley, married 3 weeks apart. Their wives, Teddy Val &
Uﬁéﬁ “/,9‘:’-' .75«#;@55, Hilﬁraé, passed away after years of illness'just 4 weeks apart.

Please send articles for this page to be put in the next newsletter by September 1, 1996.
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Who are ¥e?

From last tewsletter, Page 1A,

Left to right: Alma Ruben Turley, next his four sons: Wesley Turley, Charles Turley, Tillman

Turley (Still living. Born 5 April 1902. He is a Stake Patriarch in Eagar Stake, Eagar,
Arizona.) Wallace Turley.
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Can you identify any of us? Clue: One is a daughter of Isaac Turley. They will be
identified in the next Yewsletter.



ALMA RUBEN TURLEY

(Information contained herein was excerpted from histories of Alma Ruben Turley written by his
wife, Delilah Jane Willis Turley, his son, Wallace M. Turley, and his daughter, Leora T.
Kartchner.)

Alma Ruben Turley, fifth child of Isaac Turley and Sarah Greenwood, was born in Beaver City,
Beaver County, Utah, on December 29, 1869. There were twelve children born into this family (11
sons). Twelve children were also born to the family of Isaac Turley and Clara Ann Tolton.

At October conference, 1876, Isaac was called by President Brigham Young to take his families
to Arizona to help establish settlements. Some of them started their journey the next January 10, and
arrived at Lehi March 6, 1877, with the Daniel Jones Company. Alma was seven years old at the
time. They were among the first settlers in the Valley, and their names appear on a plaque at the
chapel in Lehi, Arizona.

The early settlers in Lehi, living in their wagonbeds and later in small adobe houses, suffered
especially because of the extreme heat. Because his wife, Sarah Greenwood Turley, a large woman
and in poor health, suffered so much, Isaac returned to Salt Lake City and asked then-President of
the Church, John Taylor, if they could be released from their mission. As a result, they were asked
to go to St. Joseph, now Joseph City. They lived in the United Order while in St. Joseph, and later
Isaac moved his families to Snowflake, Arizona, where he bought three city lots: one for each family,
and one for a blacksmith shop.

Opposition to those practicing polygamy forced Isaac to move his families from Snowflake to
Old Mexico, in 1885 and 1886. Some of the sons, including Alma, remained in Snowflake for a time
to care for the cattle and other animals. On Isaac's second trip, Aima helped his father gather the
cattle in the Snowflake area and take them to Old Mexico. The trip was not uneventful. Indians were
on the war path until they reached New Mexico, and the Black River was very high; some furniture
was |ost as they crossed it.

Unfortunately, as they neared the homestead in Mexico, Isaac hurried ahead to see about
Sarah, and arrived just after she had been buried in the cemetery. The loss of his mother caused
Alma, in the fall of 1887, to return to Snowflake, in company with Ralph Ramsey and family. He lived
with his brother, Theodore, and worked for Charles Flake, and later William Wesley Willis, where he
met his future wife, Delilah Jane Willis. From that time forward, as had also been the case in his early
years, Alma lived a life of hard work and sacrifice, which built into him sterling qualities of honesty,
integrity and industry.

On November 2, 1888, Aima Ruben Turley and Delilah Jane Willis were married in the St
George Temple. It is difficult for us to imagine the 16-day trip in a covered wagon, with planning
required for the animals, as well as the passengers. Of the experience, Delilah wrote, "We traveled
by team to St. George to be married in the temple. When we got to St. George we had a great deal
of trouble. The Church was under a heavy bond for marrying couples. We were both under age so
could not get a license. My husband's mother was dead and his father was living in Old Mexico. We
had to go through quite a routine to get papers made out before we could be married. We thought
at one time we would have to go back to Arizona to have a civil ceremony performed.”

Alma and Delilah bought a lot in Snowflake, and built a two-room home on it, as well as a barn
and corral. They lived in Snowflake for 10 years, where Alma made a living freighting for the
government and doing some farming. It was in Snowflake that their children, Hazel, Wesley, Rhoda,
Sarah (who died at four years of age), Josephine, Charles Herman, and later, Tillman, were born.

In about 1900, Alma moved his family to Woodruff, where he began farming for a living. He
was a meticulous, hard-working farmer, proud of his teams of fine horses, and careful to take care
of the smallest piece of machinery or harness. In Woodruff they had a two-roomed home with a lean-
to bedroom, also a granary, with a cellar underneath. They had a large barn with stables for both
horses and cows, and a lean-to roof. There was also a large corral, calf lot and chicken coops. They
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had a well in their yard, out near two big pear trees. The well had a hand pump and the water was
good and cool. Later they built one of the nicest homes in Woodruff.

Much time and backbreaking labor, however, was spent establishing a reliable irrigation
system, and building and rebuilding dams which would go out, along the Little Colorado River.
Sometimes the Woodruff dams would go out when dams in Snowflake or St. Johns would break, and
let large heads of water come down. Alma Turley worked on six of these dams, and helped put in —
the ditch and flumes about four miles down the river. The final dam, on Silver Creek, was built with
huge sandstones, weighing from 200 pounds to 1500 to 2000 pounds. They were brought in by
stone boats (a large piece of flat steel pulled by two or three horses), shifted into place with such
tools as crow bars. Alma had two to four horses that were well built for moving the many large rocks
and tons of dirt, into the dam. Since this irrigation water was a lifeline for the residents of Woodruff,
when a dam went out it caused much discouragement and heartache, and often deprived the
residents of the bare necessities of life.

The first fall after getting a dam in that was secure, Charles H. Turley, son of Alma and Delilah,
was called on a mission to the Southern States. They were thankful for this call, and always felt that
they were greatly blessed while he was away. They sent a second son, Tillman, on a mission in
1924, These sons later filled a number of other missions, and many stake missions. (A third son,
Wallace, filled a full-time mission in California, but not until his parents had passed away. Wallace
also filled a number of stake missions.)

In Woodruff the rest of their thiteen children were born, including Leora, Wallace, Martha, a
set of twins, Alma and Delilah, who died soon after birth, and a last child, Joseph Chester, who died
during his first year.

Alma was ordained a deacon in December 1884 by John Kartchner. He was ordained an elder
on October 19, 1888, by Bishop John Hunt. He was a school trustee in Woodruff for three years, and
also worked on the Board of the Woodruff Irrigation Company.

Alma and Delilah were always good to people who were traveling from Snowflake to Holbrook,
or St. Johns, etc. They would take them in and feed them and also their horses. Delilah wrote: "The
winter of 1909-1910 before my last baby was born two of my husband's brothers who were some ot~
the exiles from Old Mexico came to Woodruff. One of the families 10 in number lived with us for two
or three weeks, making twenty of us. When they found a house to live in the other brother came with
three children and lived with us for three or four months. He had lost his wife before leaving Old
Mexico. He was away most of the time working so it left the care and responsibility on me.” Their
many charitable acts built this quality deeply into each of their children,

Alma's health began to fail in 1932, after suffering a heavy cold, or pneumonia. Alma and
Delilah had planned to spend their last years in Mesa doing temple work for their ancestors. They
spent the winter of 1935-36 in Mesa, where Alma did endowment work for 150 males. They also
helped with sealings, etc. Alma died of pneumonia and asthma, on March 15, 1938. After his death,
Delilah continued to spend her winters in Mesa, doing temple work.

Leora Kartchner, daughter of Alma and Delilah, wrote: "Father gave his family every advantage
within his power to do so, that would make them good honorable men and women. How | do
appreciate my honorable parentage. It is hard for me to express my appreciation and gratitude to
my parents for the noble heritage that is mine. | can't separate my parents as individuals because
to me they are one in the many worthy examples set for their children. They were virtuous, honest,
truthful, industrious. They had love for their fellowmen. They loved the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
lived it to the best of their ability."

Wallace M. Turley said of his parents: ‘It is truly great to be born of goodly parents who
honored one another and their family. The family was foremost in their lives and they were always
thinking of each one first in their lives, They traveled with two other couples up to St. George, Utah
and back, to be married. This indicates that they were good clean L.D.S. and wanted to start theii _
lives out for time and eternity and to have their children sealed for time and eternity. | am grateful
for this effort on their part.”
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TURLEYS BUT NOT OF THEODORE'S LINE

In October, 1995, I met David Turley who informed me Theodore Turley was not
his ancestor. Later my wife, Lee, and I went to David's home in Northeast Mesa,
Arizona and met his charming wife, Kathleen. They introduced us to their Turley
clan by showing us a 760 page book entitled, "Turley Family Records". This book
traces several Turley families back nearly to Jamestown. There are thousands of
Turley names systematically grouped into families, It is beautifully genealogically
documented with date, place of birth and death. The same information is given
for the children in each family where available. This book was published by Turley
Family Historical Research Association in 1981. It lists over 125 charter members
who compiled the research. The book contains historical information and lists
of family members of eleven main families.

pavid Turley, whom I met, is a descendant of Thomas Turley (the 11th group)
of Harrison County, Indiana. Listed in this section are more than 500 descendants
of Thamas Turley. John Turley of the 10th family probably has more than 2,000
descendants listed. The book also has a section entitled, Other Turley Family
Groups. There are 13 of these groups, all of the Fastern United States. Their
genealogical records are quite brief, A several page list of Turley immigrants
to the United States is also given. The book contains one page (#583) entitled,
"Theodore Turley of England."

I quote from page "v" of the book. " For over 50 years members of Turley families
have speculated on the origins of their immigrant ancestors. This Turley book,
regrettably, does not answer the guestion, This unsolved gquestion is left for
future family historians, as is the question of the degree of relationship between
the Turleys in Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware...... This book was originally
planned to insure their research (the original researchers) was not scattered and
lost. The project increased in scope. It was evident that much new material was
available which should be included..... ..lle are deeply indebted to those who shared
their family records and grateful to those who have given encouragement.”

What a wonderful spirit for accuracy and documentation these people have
accomplished. In all my travels I had met only one Turley who was not from Theodore
until I met David Turley.

On March 14, 1996 I visited on the telephone with John Turley of Florence,
Alabama, Here are excerpts from a letter he wrote to Ella May Judd of Glendale,
Arizona, after he met her daughter: "Yesterday I was talking to your daughter,
Priscilla Banbury, on business matters and zhe mentioned you were a Turley from
Mesa. Well, that gives away your ancestry right away. Although I am LDS I have
found no connection with the Theodore Turley group., My parents joined the church
when I was a child and my Turley line goes back to Jamestown in the 1620's. Thus,
1 suppose our connection is way back in Pngland. In spite of no known connection
between our lines, we have had several people tell my dad that he looks just like
this or that Turley in El Paso or Mesa or wherever. Must be a connection
somewhere.” John is listed in the 10th family, a descendant of James. 1 feel
certain the two families will be from a common Turley ancestor in England, Ireland
or France.

This book from the Virginia Turleys has given me a new appreciation for the
courage and fortitude of America's early pioneers as they overcame many hardships
as they spread from the Fast Coast Westward across all of America, It has been
a thrill for me to meet the Virginia Turleys through this wonderful book. We are
anxious for them to trace their ancestors across the ocean., Some day this will
happen. Until then we will continue to say, "We love you!", for anyone with the
Turley name or anyone who is a descendant of a Turley is a special cousin.

Jay F. Turley
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EXCERPTS FROM PAST NEWSLETTERS

ELLA MAE JUDD

At the request of Jay Turley, | have searched for an excerpt from an old Theodore

Turley Family Newsletter which might be reprinted. While searching, | have made
several observations:

1. The personal letters and notes from people in the family all helped to make the
old Theodore Turley Family Newsietrersvinterestfng.
: : : g
2. The inclusicn of family group sheets from research done, mostly by Qlive Turley,

helped to make the Newsletters more interesting.

3. Research updates from Olive Turley were always an inspiration.

One of the excerpts | have chosen is from an undated newsletter. The writer was
Marion Turley, president of the Theodore Turley Family Organization at that time:

“| teel sorry that | have been unable to do more with the family organization. Because
of financial reverses and having to move back to California to re-establish my business,
| feel that | am out of touch and hope that we can soon get a new organization going.
| am aware of the real importance of an active family organization. We are constantly
encouraged by our church authorities to organize our family groups as to the various
generations. | feel that this will continue to be of great importance to all of us. We do
have a good family that we need to be proud of, and | hope that among our younger
generation we will find the leadership that will be able to carry on a more effective
organization than we have had in the past. | think we all need to be grateful to
Lawrence and his wife for their efforts in putting out the newsletter and holding the
family together as well as it has been. | feel that there is no room for any adverse
feelings in the family, and that we should all have the true spirit of our Heavenly Father
which is to build and strengthen the family organization. It is only on this principle that
we can grow and fulfill the responsibilities that are ours. | wish all of you the very best
of everything. Sincerely yours, Marion Turley. . . Brawley, California.”

In November 1978, Nancy Turley, then editor of the Theodore Turley Family
Newsletter, listed three problems of the organization that needed "some solutions."

"Problem #1. We still have 140 of the 543 Theodore Turley Family Books left. We're
really pleased to have sold so many but need to sell the rest, too, for two main reasons:
1) Some family members generously loaned our family organization money to get this
bock published and we need to repay them. . . . 2) Wayne and | don’t have the room
in our house to store these books and we'd like to send them out.

"Problem #2. The Theodore Turley Family Reunion held Sept. 2 here in Mesa was
enjoyed by those who attended, but when the current officers resigned no one there
accepted the leadership responsibilities although many insisted the family organization
continue . . . .

"Problem #3. Getting pictures and materials used in the Theodore Turley Family Book
back to their owners has become quite a problem. We were given most of the material
already collected and out of envelopes so often have no idea of who sent what in. After
mailing back pictures with return addresses on the back we have many that remain and
also very little time to sit down and try to match our 300 pictures to about 450 current
addresses. Do we have volunteers from each chapter or family . . . . "
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Also, from December 1977:

“The Alma Reuben Turley Family Organizes

"On October 8, 1977 the descendants of Aima Reuben and Delilah Jane Willis Turley
organized themselves at a reunion held in Woodruff, Arizona. W. Alan Turley was
responsible for organizing this first reunion and he was unanimously elected as the
family's president for the coming year.

“Descendants of almost all of Alma and Delilah’s children were present. The family got
up early on Saturday morning for breakfast followed by games, hiking and socializing.
At noon there was a pot-luck dinner and then a business meeting outside of the
Woodruff Chapel on the grass while the children watched a movie inside. Besides
electing Alan, Karl Turley was chosen as vice-president, Loreine Cusick as secretary,
and Frank Turley as treasurer. Elna Haught is going to coordinate with Woodruff's
centennial celebration next year. Ella Mae Judd began collecting histories of Alma and
Delilah from their children. It was a very enjoyable reunion and the family is planning
a similar get-together next summer, . . ."

Also, from December, 1977:

“News from Anna Turley Van Wagoner's Family, written by Maxine Powell
(daughter).

"(The Anna Turley family consists of four daughters and their families: Maxine Powell,
Anita Fitzgerald, Alberta Eastmond, and Shirley Dunn). We have just recently organized
our immediate family with myself president, Anita--chairman of reunions with two a year;
one in February for married couples, the other in mid-summer at a park with everyone.
We had a lovely party July 16th in Provo Canyon with 78 in attendance out of a possible
101 members. The committee responsible for it was Earl and Anna Clair Shepherd,
Janice and Bruce Hathaway, and Codile and Dave Cutler. We enjoyed a program,
children ran races and participated in games. We roasted wieners and marshmallows
over a bonfire which really warmed the already hot day-had many delicious salads,
drinks and watermelons--and some of the children and teenagers waded in the cool
refreshing water in the Provo River. Alberta is in charge of genealogy and Shirley will
send in the news for the Newsletter."

Excerpts from a special letter, dated June 13, 1978, from Richard Eyring Turley, Jr.:

*. .. | am writing an in-depth biography of Theodore Turley as a BYU Honors Program
University Scholar Project. | have in my possession some copies of your work,
Theodore Turley, Biography and Autobiography. . . | am very appreciative of the efforts
which you put forth to complete this work, as it is beyond doubt the most complete
work on this great man to date. [Thank you, Richard!] . . .

"I would like to ask your permission to include in my book certain information from
your writings, particularly that information obtained by interviews. | am also curious to
know where you came across the picture which you included in the frontispiece to your
work . . . | would appreciate any information which you could provide me with, even
if you think that | may already be in possession of it. . .°
[We are certainly enjoying your greatly expanded and much-researched writings,
Richard, and look forward to the finished project. EMJ]
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RICHARD E. TURLEY JR., FAMILY

Front row: David Pdward. Second row: David Paul
Shirley Swensen Turley, Richard F. Turley Jr.
and Michael John. RBack row: middle is Joseph
with Jennifer and Katherine on either side.
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PAST NEWSLETTERS CONTINUED
MINUTES OF THE THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY REUNION
Place: Canyon Point Recreation Area stop the Mogellon Rim near Heber, Arizona

Approximately 60 in attendance August 16, 1969 9:30 A.M.

It was proposed and approved that the order of presidency be changed to provide
for a president and three vice presidents, moving up each year. A new vice
president will be elected each year. The presidency should consist of two members

of the Greenwood and two members of the Tolton sides of the family.
Officers selected for 1969-1970 year are:

President Joyce Bartlett Phoenix, Arizona

lst Vice President Tilman Turley Fagar, Arizona

2nd Vice President Viola Haws Mesa, Arizona

3rd Vice President LeGrande Turley Woodruff, Arizona

Secretary To be selected by the President

Treasurer Keith Hallsted Mesa, Arizona

Genealogist Olive Turley Woodruff, Arizona

Historian Hortense Fuller Mesa, Arizona

Family Representative Floyd Turley Woodruff, Arizona

MNewsletter Editor Genevieve PBushman Joseph City, Arizona

Newsletter Caommittee Lawrence Turley Mesa, Arizona -
Wilma Turley Mesa, Arizona
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Let.s get. Acquainted
Richard E. Turley, Jr.

Our son, Richard E. Turley, Ir., is one of
seven wonderful and faithful children with
which we, his parents, have been blessed.
Rick, as he is known to his family and
friends, was born in Fort Worth, Texas. on
February 18, 1956. In his "growing up”
years, he also lived with his parents and
siblings in El Paso, Texas; Salt Lake City
and Draper, Utah; Ames, lowa; and
Richland, Washington.

In Richland, Rick began to demonstrate his
intellectual talents, not only in academic
subjects, but also as a wrestler in junior
high. Rick's coach used to say that he won
because he wrestled scientifically! Rick
fimshed his last two years of high school at
Skyline High in Salt Lake City. One of the
many extra-curricular activities in which he
participated was debate, in which he
excelled.

He entered BY U as a Spencer W. Kimball
Scholar in 1974, After one college
semester, Rick was called to serve a mission
in Japan. As we expected, he received the
gift of being able to speak and write in that
somewhat difficult language.

After his mission, he returned to BYU and
married Shirley Swensen, After graduating
magna cum laude in English, Rick, along
with Shirley and their oldest son, Joseph,
moved 1o Japan, where Rick combined his
talents in English and Japanese as a
language consultant to some of the high-
profile industries there. While they were in
Japan, daughter Jennifer was born and
instantly became a celebrity because of her
blonde hair. After returning from Japan,
Rick entered the J. Reuben Clark Law
School at BYU, where he was honored in
many ways, such as being appointed

executive editor of BYU's law review.
Following receipt of his juris doctor degree,
he practiced law in Salt Lake City with a
Chicago-based firm.

In 1986 he was invited to consider a
different employment path, moving from
business to the work of the Lord. He
currently serves as the managing director of
the Historical Department of the Church.
This is a very responsible position, and Rick
has been blessed with talents that have been
and will be a great asset to the Church.
Rick authored the scholarly book Victims:
The LDS Church and the Mark Hofmann
Case, published by the University of llinois
Press in 1992, If you haven't read it, you
should, Once you start, it is hard to put
down.

Rick, Shirley, and family currently live in
West Jordan, Uwah, where they and their
family are active members of their ward and
Rick serves as bishop.

Space for this article is limited, but it would
not be complete without mentioning the
other children in Rick’s family: Katherine,
David Paul, Michael John, and Daniel
Edward. All of them are, in the eyes of
non-biased grandparents, outstanding young
people, and we look forward to each of
them being outstanding in their own ways
with their individual talents and abilites.
Our greatest desire is that they will follow
in the footsteps of their parents, Rick and
Shirley, and their ancestors who, although
not perfect, have left them a legacy to
follow. We are confident that they will be
true and faithful to that trust.

Written by Rick's parents,
Richard E. Turley and Jean N. Turley
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THE "TURLEY HANDS" STUDY
(BRACHYDACTYLY)

Near Turley family members,

In recent monthe there have been comments from various members of the family
regarding the "Turley Hands". Some of which comments were made at our Theodore
Turley Family Meeting on February 15th, where I was given the assipgnment to write
an article for cur April Newsletter on the subject, since I recently received an
update from the National Institute of Health (NIH), in Bethesda, Maryland regarding
tests that were made on some family members who are carriers of the "Turley Hand#
and related abnurmalities.

The NIH became involved in the genetic hand study when a genetic specialist at
Johns Hopkins University Hospital discovered a copy of the thesis which my late
husband, David Virgil Haws, had compiled as a requirement for his PhD in Human Gen=
etics at the University of Utah in 1%%2?., His writing was based on material and data
which he gathered as we and our four small children traveled over much of Arizona
and [Mtah, ¥-raying the hands and feet of many Turley family members.

It appears that some copies of the thesis have been reproduced and sent to other
research centers, One family member affected by the "Turley Hands," and who was in-
cluded in my husband's thesis, found a copy of that study in the University of Scuth-
ern California library. It may be possible, also, that one has been tound in Tucson,
brizona,

Kfter completing his medical degree in 196G, my husband and our family moved to
Baltimore, Mayyland where he combined his studles of medicine and human genetics,
where he probably left a copy of his thesis,

Barly in 1994, I received a telephone call from the geneticist, Dr. Polymeropolous, —~
in Maryland, asking me if | and some members of my family who are affected by the
"Turlsy Hands" would be willing to come to Bethesda, Md. where they wished to further
the study that my husband had made.

In July 1995 four adults and five children in my family flew to Bethesda where
extensive X-rays, blood tests and photographs were taken of each of us---the NIH
paying our expenses.

Here, in part, is a copy of the update which we recelved last week {rom the NIH:
"This letter is to update you on the brachydactyly family study in which you have
contributed blood samples.... [t is our collective hope that we will discover infor=-
mation that will eventually help individuals with Brachydactyly Type C and other bone
hypoplasias. It is through participation such as yours that allows medical researchers
to make important discoveries... Dr. Polymeropolous' laboratory has begun the search
for the brachydactyky Type C gene. Although the study is progressing, more samples
will be required for the gene identification, and we will soon begin another round of
blood sample collection. If the pene is discovered following fubther analysis of ad-
ditional samples, we will contact you at that time."

The people at the NIH have indicated that the study possibly may open new avenues
of discovery of genes causing various human diseases.

We are hoping that good things will result from the continuance of the study of
the "Turley Hahds,"

Sincerely,

Viola Turley Haws
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Notes and Quotes

A member of the present Theodore Turley officers (Past president and advisor) Viola
Haws, has been called on a mission to the California Los Angeles Mission. She will
he working in the Family History Center and also proselyting. Viola has been such
an important part of getting the latest organization underway. She is largely
responsible for selecting the 15 family representatives. We will miss Viola but wish
her happiness and God's choice blessings. Her address is: Mrs. Viola T. Haws, c/o

California Tos Angeles Mission, 1591 E. Temple Way, Los Angeles, CA. 90024.
Ph:(310)474-2593
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Late breaking information has come to us in the passing of Teddy Alden Turley, son

of Ivan (son of Hyrum Turley) and Maud Turley.

Also Shelly Fuller, the wife of Vernon Fuller, the son of HYortense McClellan Fuller
(Fsther Turley “cClellan). We hope to have the details of hoth in the next Newsletter
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Let me reaffirm: If any of you desire to have your children participate in doing
haptisms for the dead, or if you want to do initiatory work or sealings in the
Arizona Temple, contact me: Jay Turley, 1520 Fast Clade, Mesa, AZ. 85204, Ph.
(602)R92-1516. If any of you desire to have the above work done in any of the
other temples, contact me and we will send you a temple-ready disk for that temple.

We hope to expand our mailing list, so please give the following information
on anyone for whom we do not have an address. (See addresses in Newsletter #3)

NAME :

ADDRESS: CITY: STATE:
ZIP CODE:_______

FAMILY RELATIONSHIP: (1)THEODORE TURLEY (2)

(3)__ (4)

(5) (6)

To enhance our MNewsletter we need more information
from YOU, such as: achievements, deaths, and etc.
Please send these to me, the Fditor, Helen

Skinner. Address: 3163 East Gable Circle, Mesa,
Arizona 85204
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