THEODORE TURLEY FAMILY NEivSLETTER
No . 8

October 24, 1960

GREETINGS! Here we are again with a few news items of interest to one and all (I hope) . The
BIG ITEM is about our coming Re-Union of Family members - young and old, to be held in Mesa - Nov .
12th & 13th. We have arranged for a Temple Session for Turley members - Friday evening, Nov. 11th,
a last session, so we can have a Chapel Program preceding . Also, · there will be quite a number of ·
families to be seal ed, providing a chance for many members to- help with this great.work. Those
able to be here Friday evening - don ' t forget your Recommends ! Contact or write to L. Barr Turley ,
c/o Mesa Temple for further info ' regarding the Temple Session .
so· far this year there have been over 1300 names cleared for Temple work . You can now begin
to see results from the wonderful support given by more and more interested members . Olive & Floyd
have really done a wonderful job . Be SURE and be at the business meeting ~aturday evening and ·hear
her g~ve a full report - especially about what lies ahead of us. She has worked like a "TROJAN" &
is planning ahead for greater results yet to come .
I want to acknowledge the wonderful support given me during the past 2 years in furthering our
"Family objectives", and for sending in news items . We realize that there is lots of room· for improvement yet . I do hope my successor for next year can have as. much help and support as has been
shown me
. Thanks to all of you . .
'.
PROGRAM FOR RE- UNION
FRIDAY EVENING : Temple Session - 6:30 P.M.
SATURDAY: 10 :00 A.M. -:- Sign in -- get acquainted
12:00 Noon ---.Dinn.er
(bring own table service i f possible)
1 : 00 Sports and other activities for EVERYONE - (YOU KIDS TOO~! ! )
5:00 Knock off. for 2 ~hour rest and lunch ~Qth Hosts
7:00 P.M. -- Business Meeting
8:30 Program for ALL
9:30 Dance for Young and Old
SUNDAY: - Attend Church with Host - Visit - or, (for those interested) REGIONAL GENEALOGICAL CONVENTION - Nov . 13 - 10: A.M . & 2: P.M. - Tri-Stake Center
12:30 P,M, - meet for lunch a.'t L. E. Turley home at 455 E. Millett Ave . (go south
on Mesa Drive beyond 4th. Ave ~ to Millett, then east) . Food for all . Also this
will afford opportunity for comparing records, getting records for Priesthood assignments, family pictures, books of remembrance, and other related matters .
Wallace and Margaret Turley are in charge of "Housing" and have this to say: "There will be
plenty of beds available for those who come from out of town for our Turley Re- Union . If you have
friends or relatives to stay w"ith, that ' s fine, if not - will you send in for reservations for your
family, at . least a week ahead (if possible) so we will know how many to plan on . But, for GOODNESS
sake, DON'T stay home if the last minute you find you can come !!! As you come in to Mesa, turn
South at the "Dairy Queen", just East of the Temple, and report at the home of i'lallace M. Turley 109 So . Olive St. , who will tell you where to go . DON 1 T disappoint us ! ~
REMINDERS ! :

Bring your Temple Recommend if able to get here for Friday ·Evening.
Bring along any family pictures or pioneer relics of interest .
If convenient - bring along utensils (table service) only - for SatUrday dinil.er .
---- Lawrence E . . Turley
-----------~-----------------------------------------------------

June 20, 1960
Dear Brother Turley:
EnQlosed is a family group sheet of Charl0tte Turley (Bushman) and her family . My mother, Ida
.R. Bushman Anderson is the ninth of the ten children of Charlotte Turley and Jacob Bushman. She is
a faithful member of the Church, is 81 years old, and keeps busy taking care of her home in Fairview, Utah . She has always cherished the memory of her mother and father. She has told us many
stories about the family's relationship with Joseph Smi th .
My s.on, Paul S. Dixon, Jr. , who served a mission vri th Wallace Turley in California, spent a
few days in Nauvoo with Dr. LeRoy Kimball's son. Dr. Kimball is presently restoring the Heber C.
Kimball home in Nauvoo. While there, my son with the help of Dr. Kimball was able to find the record of the deed of the Theodore Turley home . The Prophet Joseph Smith assigned the property next
to the Joseph Smith mansion t0 Grandfather Turley. Enclosed for your interest is a blueprint of
this deed . We also have a picture of the house. I will try to send you a copy of this picture at
a later date . The Re- Organized Church owns this property at the present time .
I have never had· the privilege of knowing many of the Turley family outside of my Mother's immediate family . We are most· proud of our Turley heritage and at the present time, as far as I know,
the descendents of Charlotte Turley are all active in the Church.
We have taken Mother several times to Beaver, Utah to try to locate the grave of Grandfather
Theodore Turley . We have been informed that he resided in Beaver and likely was buried there; but
~o marker was found .
Do you know the place Grandfather was buried? If so, what ·provisions have
t he family made to mark his grave sight? If none have been made so'far, Mother is eager to share
in. the expense of such a marker .
Please find enclosed a check for $10 from Mother for genealogical research . Also enclosed is
& check for $5 for Turley Family dues . Also, enclosed is a list of. family members that should be
c:.dded to your mai.ling list .
We appreciate receiving your .newsletter and especially appreciate all you and the Turley family are doing to further the genealogical research of the Turley family .
.
·
Sincerely yours.
P.S. · Sorry copy of deed dld not turn out better. ; ·; 0 A D.'
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Joseph City, Ariz . - Oct . 13, 1960
Dear Cousin:
I ' ve negl ected this letter for so long that I ' m not sure it will be in the family newsl et ter .
I wish I was as much a pusher and doer as you are and then maybe I would get done some of the thi ngs
things that I am always going to do but never get around to . The news I have gathered up is rather_
skimpy.
First , Robert C. Randall was mar ried to Patricia Howar d , Sept . 22, 1960 by Bishop Ross Hansen
of Joseph Ci ty . They are to have a Reception in Snowflake , Sat ., Oct . 15th. Robert is the son of
Fontella & Richard Randall , grandson of Arthur & Rober ta Tanner , and great-grandson of Theodore W.
and Mar y Agnes Fl ake Turley .
My husband , Elwin E. Bushman, was sustained as Stake Mis sion President at Conference the last
of Sept . We went to General Conference in Salt Lake City and returned home the first of this week.
I believe Mary Pickett , daughter of Joseph Turley , wrote you about her daughter Joyce, having
a new baby girl Sept . 13, 1960 . I ' m not sure just what Joyce ' s last name is just now .
Thelma (Turley) & Gary Morris adopted a baby girl sometime in July; this makes 6 children for
them . Thelma is the daughter of John Turley and Electa Westover . Aunt Electa spent most of Sept.
in Gallup, New Mexico, staying with her son Robert ' s boys while he & his wife went on vacation. She
then went to Phoenix for a day or two, taking Robert ' s son with her on the train, and when Robert.
came through, they came on home .
Stanley Turley and wife Bernice were up for a visit this summer, also again the first of Oct .
to a funeral service for Stan Owens , nephevT of Bernice . Stanley is a son of John & Electa Turley.
If you got no news from SnovTflake , Harvey and Melba Turley became grandparents Sept . 24th when
their son Ted and vrife had a baby girl.
Fred and Wilma Turley, Mission President of Southwest Indian Mission , were in Snowflake the 3rd
week in Sept . holding their Mission Conference . They had a wonderful 2- day Conference, and seem to
be enjoying their work very much . I saw them in Salt Lake City; also LaVon Turley from Snowflake .
I'm working on getting my parents family group sheets up-to- date, along with a sketch of each
of my brothers and sisters . I intend to get you my Family Group Sheet without too much delay - now
I ' ve promised it , I ' ll feel that I have to get it in . My son Floyd is at the BYU for his 2nd year
of college. Fontella Randall has 2 sons at college , Kent at Tempe, and Bill in Flagstaff.
Sorry I ' m so long ; I do enjoy getting the newsletter so should do my part to get it ready to go.
--- Sincerely,
Genevieve B.
Holbrook, Ariz . - Oct. 13, 1960
Dear Lawrence: I hope I ' m not late with the news, but with all the irons I've had in the fire, I ' m
glad to get it off today . Last night we had Mark out for supper and glad to have finally located
him . He attended our Ward Sacrament meeting after having spent the day next door with Ed . He looks
good , I guess, but I should know after seeing him twice now . I hope he didn' t mind our turmoil, but
what else can an evening be with five kids under 11 . Here's the news :
George and Pearl Turley moved from Woodruff to Holbrook.
Charles and Ann Turley recently returned from a wonderful trip to the Los Angeles area where
they visited with their daughter, Verdell and :Roger Button.
Zella Turley visited her children in Utah over.the Conference week- end and reports that Donna
(the daughter- in- law with multiple sclerosis) is up and doing her work and caring for.her new baby
in her wheel chair .
Leon and Beverly Kartchner are parents of a new son, Floyd Scott, born Sept. 29, 1960 in the
McNary Hospital .
Erlene Kartchner is attendingArizona State University in Tempe .
Rhoda and Levi Brinkerhoff have returned to Mesa for the winter .
Tillman Turley, Jr . , returned from his Eastern States Mission in time to enroll at BYU . Tony
Turley, his brother , will attend BYU for 2 quarters and then go on a mission .
Clar~ Turley married Emma Diaz in Los Angeles , Sept . 10, 1960 and is now residing in Holbr ook.
Lovenia & Bill Mallory have a new daughter, Mary Kay, 11 June 1960 - born in Holbrook .
2 April 1960 Phyllis & Norman Joseph Germaine had a new boy, named after daddy, Norman Joseph ,
Jr . , and he vras born in Pocatello, Idaho .
Mary Agnes & Dawson vii tt' s new boy named Douglas Layton Witt was born 1 April 1960 at Williams ,
Ariz . The above- mentioned babies are ali grandchildren of Dicie Frost Willis .
John Willis is serving in the Navy on the USS Bryce Canyon somewhere in the Pacific .
For a while I was beginning to think the only news I ' d have is that our baby cut his lst tooth
at 4 months 3 days - a record for our family . So I thought maybe I ' d~better call & report on the
progress of all the babies that the newsletter reported last time; glad some people finally answered
their phones .
Sincerely yours,
Madge F. Shelley
Joseph City, Ariz .
Oct . 13, 1960
Dear Brother Turley & all other Turleys, Just a line before the Oct . deadline gets here . I want
you to know we appreciate your interest in Mother's (Josie Turley) health, and to say that sha is a
little improved from what she was in May . Marion & Lola came by last week and reminded me that it
is newsletter time again . I hav~· some changes of address for you and a little news .
Georgia Turley Williams ' address now is 2512 Rasberry Lane , Pasadena, Texas .; Joyce Pickett
Sanchez is Box 145, Coupeville, Washington ; Joann Pickett Mosier is Box 2007, Page, Arizona .
The Sanchez are on Whidbey Island, Washington where r-lariano is stationed vTi th the Navy & have
a new baby girl born 13 Sept . 1960 called Monique Clair . Their boy Scott was 2 yrs . old Sept . 26 .
They will be there 2 yrs and have bought a home so it will be worthwhile sending the address .
JoAnn & Hershel Hosier are teaching in Page , Ariz . & really enjoy the nevmletters as we all do .
I am enclosing our Family Group Sheets and some pictures , in case you don ' t have them . If you
need any of the Joseph H. Turley family, let me know & I ' ll get them to you .
Gol die Turley Webb's daughter Florence lost her husband on May 10, 1960 in Holbrook, Ar~zona .
He died of a heart attack ; name, Charles W. Payne . They have 2 children, Richard Merrill & Karen .
Richard is stationed in Germany with the Army & Karen is married to Jim Stocks of Showlow, Ariz .
Florence has a home in Holbrook.
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Marilyn Webb was married since the last news letter . She is the daughter of John & Goldie
Webb and married Lee Maham of Phoenix, Arizona.
Newel Don Turley, son of Harvey C. Turley & his wife Dorothy Nelson , have a baby boy born Aug.
8 , 1960, called Hartley Allen. Newel is in Minot , North Dakota with the Air Force . Harvey's son,
RobertS . Turley, received his Bachellors Degree in .Economics from the Un:i,versity of Ariz., Tucson,
this summer and is teaching one class in Economics at the University this year, and is also wor;king .
at the Hughes Aircraft Company in Tucson. Another son, Oro Ray, r~ceived hi.s Masters Degree in In- ·
dustrial Arts from the Ari~ona State College at Flagstaff this summer . He is teaching in the Yuma
High School. Ross Westover, husband of Ora Mae Turley, is . teaching at the Junior High School in
Hayward, California . They live in Fremont . Arland Leroy Turley, another son who is attending .A.S.
c. !3.t Flagstaff, is planning to be married Nov . 22nd in the Mesa Temple to Gloria Gray of Ajo, .Ariz •.
I am enclosing a check for dues and a little postage . We do appreciate getting the letters.
Mary Turley Pickett
r1elvin Isaac Turley & wife & family moved to Mesa last summer from Colonia Juarez, Iliexico .
D. V. and Viola Turley Hm-vs with family have moved to Mesa from Hexico and he is an Intern.e at
St . Joseph Hospital- Phoenix, Arizona .
Isaac Turley and wife Ida Lake have moved to r1esa from Colonia Juarez; Mexico. Isaac & Ida.·
are workers at the Temple and are the parents of Melvin Isaac and Viol a T. Haws .
Dee Johnson and Janice Turley are proud parents of a daughter born June 24, name, Dayna Johnson .
Wanda Turley Karges & Ed1vard Karges had a daughter born July 13, 1960.
Kathleen Louise Turley, 2- year- old daughter of Clair & Marie Turley, passed away Aug . 15th following a long illness from leukemia.
Doris Peterson, daughter of Lorenzo S. "Ren" Peterson , and DeVon Memmott were.married Aug . 12,
in the Salt Lake Temple . Doris was raised in Blanding, Utah but now resides in Salt Lake City .
Patricia Turley, daughter of Dr . & Mrs. H. Eyring Turley, San Antonio, .Texas, v;as married Aug . .
12, 1960 to Loren Conrad Bryner Jr . in the Salt Lake Temple by Pres. ElRay L. Chxistiansen . . The
Groom ' s parents were Hosts for a Wedding Breakfast at the Doll House and . they reside at Provo., Utah.
Patricia & husband reside in Provo where he attends the "Y". .He filled an LDS Sv;iss-Austrian ·Missior:
Eyring gave another beautiful daughter away in marriage recently - Martha Louise Turl~y married
Douglas Smith Myers, University of Utah students , by President Joseph Fielding Smith, grandfather
of the Groom, solemized in the Salt Lake Temple . A Wedding Breakfast followed the rites at the home
of the Groom ' s parents, Mr . & Mrs . L. Garrett Myers in S .L. C. , and a reception held that evening.
Judith Turley, daughter of Edgar & Mary Pearl, was married to Joseph Gerald Johnson Aug . 16th
in Arizona Temple . Her sister Carolyn and husband Frank Perkins we~e sealed the same day .
F. Kemp & Joycelynn Turley have moved into a new home in Mesa - 715 So . ·Lazona .
Tillman Turley Jr . of Eager helped at the Church Pageant in New York State while on his mission
Loreine Turley, daughter of \vallace & Margaret, is on a Mission for the Church in Bradford,
Yorks, Eng. Three weeks after arriving in Bradford, she & companion had 3 baptisms .. .She helped
with llll conversions in July and August .
Wallace & Margaret have a new grandson, Reuben Turley Judd born Aug . 22 , 1960, whose parents. ·
are Ella Mae and Gerard Judd, in Austin, Texas .
Tony Mj,chael Bradshavr has been in the Canadian Mission for 6 months . His present address:: 18
Willingdon Blvd., Toronto 18, Ontario , Canada . "Nike" will be happy to do what he can to get information on Isaac or Theodore Turley for anyone writing him . He ' s thoroughly enjoying his mission &
has had a number of baptisms already. His parents are Tony B. Bradshaw & Wilma Davis; his grandparents , Samuel S. Bradshaw & Clara ESTELLA ·McClellan ; his great- grandparents, David Alvin McClellan
& Esther Turley, daughter of Isaac Turley & granddaughter of Theodore Turley . "Nike"'s sister Sandra finishes school at the B.Y.U. in January, plans to marry at Christmas time, and will graduate
from the "Y" at the Spring Graduation Exercises .
Glen Ellsworth is enjoying his Mission with Headquarters at Gallup, N. M. where Mission Pres .
Fred & \'lilma Turley preside . At present Glen is laboring at Little vlater, New Nexico .
Following only about 3- weeks' serious illness, a beloved sister was called "Home" to our loving
Heavenly Parents . The suddenness of her passing was such a stunning shock that it would have been
almost impossible for a less courageous and faithful family to bear up under . She was dearly loved,
and few better 'prepared to go' . That dreaded condition of cancer finally · almost consumed her body;
Her request before parting with us here was that any desiring to give flowers please contribute the
amount to genealogical work . The funeral services and Interment was conducted beautifully and was
comforting to the family . She is survived by her husband, Lloyd H. , her parents, Nr . & Mrs . Samuel
S. Bradshaw all of Mesa ; four sons, Reed, Lynn, Glen of Snowflake, & Day of Taylor; two daughters,
Rebecca & Ann, both of Snowflake; six brothers, Leonard, Tony, Orley, Rodney, & Eddie Bradshaw, all
of Mesa & Niles Bradshaw of Tucson; three sisters, Mrs . Clara Larson of Phoenix, Mrs . Cecil Ashby,
San Antonio, Texas, and Mrs . Anita Reheis, Mesa , and six grandchildren . E. Ruth B. Ellsworth LIVES.
After a long seige of suffering and sickness, another dearly beloved is resting from a tired &
hampered body , l eaving lonely hearts that miss him but would not ask him back to suffer again . Our
3eloved John A. White, husband of Bertha Harris (granddaughter of Mary Ann Turley Cook) has been
t roubled with bronchial condition for years, but underwent a gall bladder operation Sept . 22nd and
s eemed to be improving. He put up a good fight.to stay, as our John would, but his frail body coul ~
take no more and he passed away Oct . ll at 10:15 P.ll1. (the night .of Ruth Ellmvorth .r s funeral after
:.er pass]ng on the 7th). In Bertha 1 s letter to Hazel Roy concerning John's parting , she told of another cousin, Owen Silvey, Leola's brother, passed away Oct . 6th & buried Oct . 10 . John was buried
J et . 14 - funeral at 1:30 P.M.
l-1in1J.ie Hunt wrote Hazel Roy about John ' s passing and said he lvaS so very weak , he just went to
s leep. Some of his daughters were with Bertha to help sit up with him the last couple of days . I f
possible, she & Vlilton will bring Bertha & Grace to the Turley Re- Union· i:ri ,Nov. Olven Silvey vJas about Bertha .r s age . He had been working around all day & lvent suddenly from a heart attack .

-----------------------------------------------------.

.

Shanna Marie Hawkins, daughter of Darrell & I<aren Larson, was born Oct . 9, 1960, in Phoenix.
Richard Dale "Ricky" Roy, son nf Merrill & Charlcie Smith, was born Oct . 18, 1960 in Holbrook .
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BRIEF AUTO- BIOGRAPHIES
Keith Hallsted
I was born in Safford, Arizona, November 13, 1931, son of Ernest E. Hallsted and Fannie Evelyn
Curtis. My schooling was in the Safford Grade School and High School . My College career started
at Eastern Arizona Junior College, but was interrupted by a Mission to the Southern States, 1951- 53.
I then completed and graduated from EAJC in 1953 . I attended BYU for a short time and my name was
found on the U.S . Army rolls for 1954- 56 . I then completed my College training at Arizona. State at
Tempe . I graduated with a BS in Business Administration in May 1958. Since Graduation, I have
been working for the Business Men's Assurance Company . I have been active in the Church with duties
as Ward Cl erk of the University Ward, Maricopa Stake . I married Anita Turley on August 23, 1958 and we have a very fine daughter, Lisa Jo, born 26 June 1959.
Anita Turley Hallsted
I, eldest daughter of Floyd and Olive Kemp Turley, was born 24 July 1932 at Woodruff , Arizona;.
blessed 7 Aug . 1932, by Grandfather Hyrum Turley, baptized in an irrigation ditch 24 July 1940 by
my father . I went to Elementary School in Woodruff and High School in Holbrook. I was a member of ··
the Holbrook High School Drum & Bugle Corps as a bugler . I was Secretary of the Sophomore Class,
typist for the school annual, treasurer of Student Council, Choir President, Spanish Club Treasurer,
chosen "All- Around Girl" . After Graduation from H.S . , I went to business school in Albuquerque, N.
Mex. a short time, then returned home to be Secretary of the Holbrook Public School for 3 years, ·. ·
then went to Ariz . State College at Tempe, Ariz . one year, then I was Secretary of Holbrook Schools
another year, and then completed requirements for a Teaching Certificate - graduating in 1959 from
Arizona State University. While at College, I held such jobs as Sunday School Organist, Counselor
in Y. vl.H . I.A., Y.vl .M. I.A . President, Relief Society President, Ward Secretary , Member of Maricopa
Stake M- Men & Gleaner Board, R.S. Visiting Teacher, and I sang in a Ladies' Trio for several events .
I married Richard Keith Hallsted, Aug. 23, 1958 in Arizona Temple . I taught school part of the
1958- 59 school year . Our daughter, Lisa Jo, was born June 26, 1959 . Our home is in Tempe, Arizona .
Lowell Barr Turley -

Oct . 13, 1960

I was born 21 April 1892, at a place which was called at that time "Fool Holler" or "Adair",
which is now in Showlow, Arizona . My parents were operating a store there for the Indians, after 3
yrs . moved back to Snowflake, Arizona. My parents were Theodore vlilford Turley and Mary Agnes
Flake , I was the sixth child of 10 children - 4 girls & 6 boys - the last two- boys, twins .
My father freighted to Fort Apache, and put me to driving an outfit of 4 horses along with him
when I was 9 yrs . old. When I was 11 yrs old , he had me take a load over to Fort Apache by myself
with 4 horses. I will briefly relate this incident . When I arrived on the Indian Reservation, I
became frightened that night, I traveled until about 9 o'clock. Then before unharnessing the horses, I put nose bags of grain on them, then hobbled them; made me a bed on top of a load of rough
boxes ; I could not sleep thinking of Indians, so finally got up thinking it must be nearly morning .
As I drove into Ft. Apache, a distance of about 15 miles, it was just coming day light . That day I
drove until I was off the reservation on my way back to Sno-vlflake . As a boy before I was married ,
I helped my Dad Farm on the Ranch, also we had cattle .
I was married June 18, 1912 to Grace Freeman . There was only a middle fence between our Folks
homes so we knew each other all our lives; and used to play together when we were small children .
While living on the Ranch after our children began to grow up, we held a little Sunday School ·
in our home for the few families close around . I was soon set apart on May 21, 1925 as Presiding
Elder over the Sunday School .
I worked for the Forest Service as Fire Guard, also Telephone repair man , and finished up with
them as Road Foreman for sometime .
My wife and I had five children, two boys & three girls: Lavon, Barbara, Corinne, Jay and
Beulah . vle had the misfortune of losing our Little Barbara at 5 years of age . vle now have 14
grandchildren and 2 great- grandchildren . We are happy to have been through the Temple with our 4
children, also our 2 grandchildren who are married .
We helped operate a Boys Ranch for 3 years, then built a girls Ranch and operated it for 21
years . Vlhen we were called on a Mission together, to the North Western States, we felt that was
the high- light of our lives .
In 1938 we moved to Snowflake . That same year I was made President of the Elders Quorum in
Snowflake; served for 3 yrs . My wife and I then went to take our horses to Camel Back Inn and
spent the winter there . After arriving home, I was put back in as Pres . of Elders Quorum, until we
left for our r1ission in the fall of 1945 .
I was blessed and named 12 June 1892
Baptized 30 June 1900 - by my Father
Confirmed
- l July 1900 by John Henry Willis
Ordained a Deacon - 6 Nov. 1906
by JW . J . Flake
Ordained a Teacher
24 Feb . 1907
by Jno . H. Miller
Ordained an Elder 26 Sept . 1912
by A. T. Bond
Ordained a High Priest
14 Nov. 1948 - By David A. Butler
Set apart as Bishop- Feb . 1949 by Apostle Harold B. Lee. I served as Bishop for 9 years .
Set apart as High Councilman, fall of 1959 - by Apostle Henry D. Moyle. Also served as Senior
Aaronic Stake Priesthood Leader for 2 yrs.
Grace and myself were called to be Guides at the Temple Gardens, Oct. 15, 1959. vle have made
many friends and are ·enjoying our work there very much . All our married lives we have worked together; she has backed me up in all my positions in the Church and has been a wonderful helpmate to
me . This is a_fine Turley Organization . Let us all put forth an effort to help Lawrence in the

good job he is doing.

THEODORE TURLEY
(Cont'd . ):

Biography & Autobiography

~
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Ella Mae Turley

\Vhen the Saints commenced removing from Far West, they shipped as many families and as much
goods as possible· to Richmond, to go dovm the Missouri River and up the rhssissippi to Quincy, Ill .
.• • The Exodus throughout was managed with cons~te wisdom , and in view of all the difficulties in
the way, with less suffering than could have be~n expected. The distance to the point of the Mississippi River where most of the exiles crossed over to Illinois was over tvro hundred miles in an
easterly direction . The weather was cold and the roads generally muddy and bad . Scores of Saints
died from exposure and fatigue on that memorable journey. The move was not undertaken in a solid
body, and seldom in regularly organized companies, but in small squads--two, three and from that to
a dozen teams and upwards traveled together . Not a single family who wished to go was left behind,
as the committee appointed to superintend the removal paid particular attention to all the poor, and
furnished them with the necessary teams and provisions to perform the journey.
11
·
While the Saints were making preparations to move away as fast as possible, the mob _was continually threatening the lives of the members of the committee and others . Thus frequently armed
bands of mobbers came in~o Far West and abused men, women and children, stole horses, drove off cattle, and plundered houses of everything that pleased them •.•• Because of the persecutions, the committee, on the 14th of -April 1839, moved 36 families into Tenney's Grove, about 25 miles from Far
West, and a few men.were appointed to· chop wood for them, while Elder Turley was to furnish them
wi th meal and meat, until they could be removed to Quincy. The corn was ground at the .c ommittee's
horse mill at Far \iest .
"On the morning of the 18th, Elder Kimball went into the committee. room and told the members
of the committee who were present to wind up their affairs and be off, or their lives would be taken
Later in the day a number of mobbers met Elder .Kimball on the public square in Far West and asked
him if he was a d--d 'Mormon' . He replied, 1 I am a "Mormon 11 • 1 Well,' they said, 1 G--d d--n you ,
we'll blow your·orains out, you G--d d--d Mormon, I and they tried to ride over him with their horses.
This took place in .the presence of Elias Smith, Theodore Turley and others of the committee . Almost
immediately afterward 12 men went to· Elder Turley's house with loaded rifles intending to shoot him .
They broke 17 clocks into matchwood, broke tables, chairs and looking- glasses, smashed in the windows, etc . , while Bogart, the county Judge, l ooked on and laughed. One mobber by the name of Whitaker .threw iron pots at Turley, one of wilich hit him on the shoulder, at which Whitaker jumped and
laughed like a mad man . The mob shot down cows while the girls were milking them, and threatened
to send the committee ' t0 hell jumping', and ' put daylight through them '. The brethren gathered up
what they could and left Far vlest in one hour . The mob stayed until they left, and then plundered
81,000 worth of property which had been left by the more well- to- do Saints to help the poor remove.
One mobber rode up and finding no convenient place to fasten his horse , shot a cow that was standing
near, and while the poor animal was yet struggling in death, he cut a strip of her hide from her -·
nose to the tip of her tail, which he tied around a stUillp and fastened his halter to it .
"During the commotion of the day, a number of records, accounts, history, etc . , belonging t o
the committee were destroyed or lost, on account of which the history of the Church only contains a
few definite dates of the doings of the committee.
"On the 20th of April, 1839, the last of the Saints left Far West . Thus a whole community variously estimated from 12- 15 thousand souls, had left, or were about to leave the State of Missouri,
where they had experienced so much sorrow, and found a temporary shelter in the State of Illinois,
chiefly in Quincy and vicinity, and a few.in the territory of Iowa on the north . "l (1. Andrew Jenson, I bid . , pp. 713- 16)
·
Theodore Turley 11 remained there (Far West) until all the Saints were removed and Joseph Smith
got out of prison . "l (Theodore Turley's Journal) It is interesting to note here that in his haste,
Theodore tore some paper from the wall of his home in Far West, which is still in existence . 2 (In
the possession of Floyd Turley, Woodruff, Arizona . He also has some of Theodore Turley's original
handv-rri ting . ) He goes on to say, nI left in Caldwell a dNelling house and stable, garden, well of
1-ra ter vri th conveniences, a work shop well fitted up, ten acres of timber land, two town lots. Unrighteously driven from the same, with about 10,000 (ten thousand) souls in company, trusting till
God shall redeem us from the injustice of man. In consequence of the extreme forteage of labors of
fitting up teams, etc . , to convey the poor to the State of Illinois; being appointed one of the committee for that purpose . The journeys to the various prisons; the journeys with Petitions to t he
Gov . Boggs and to the Supreme Judge of the Courts of the State of Missouri . Laboring variously for
the Relief of my brethren and sisters in bonds for the space of nearly six months; after the fatigues of war . The particulars of which is impossible to describe . Then journeying with my wife &
six children 200 miles in a wet time; living in a tent for the space of 13 weeks and never having
the_privilege of sleeping under a roof for this time . "3 (3 Theodore Turley's Journal)
"Elders Turley and Clark had traveled but a few miles from Far West when an axle- tree broke,&
Brother Clark had to go to Richmond after some boxes, which delayed them some days.n4 (4 . Joseph
Smith, Ibid . , Vol . III, p. 325) They were not delayed long, however, for on the 24th of April we
find them at Tenney's Grove .
In order to more clearly interpret some of the events \vhich transpired during the next several
days, we shall have to revimv a few happenings of the previous year.
A revelation had been received by the Prophet Joseph on July 8, 1838, in which a commandment
was given him to have the members of the Quorum of the Twelve go on foreign missions . They were to
take leave of the Saints in the City of Far West, April 26, 1839, on the building spot of the House
of the Lord . This is the revelation which members of the mob and apostates from the Church had
taunted Theodore Turley -vrith a few days before .
·
"By the 26th 'of April, the day set for them to take leave of the Saints to start on their mission, nearly all the members of the Church had been driven from Far West . "l (l B.H. Roberts, The
Rise and Fall of Nauvoo, pp. 43- 46) "It seemed almost impossible that the prediction could be fulfilled, as the Saints had all been,driven out of Missouri, and it would, according to the threats
of the mob, be as much as an Apostle's life was worth to be seen in Far West . Some of the leading
men of the Church thought that in view of the persecutions and scattered condition of the Saints at
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that time, the Lord would not require the Twelve to fulfil his words to the letter, but that, under
the circumstances, he would take the will for the deed . The apostates and mobbers rejoiced at what
they thought would be the ~ailure of one of the revelations given through the Prophet Joseph; they
thought that surely in this instance, a t least, his 1vords 1vould be vain.
"But this was not the feeling of President Young and those of the Twelve Apostles who were
with him . He asked them individually what their feelings were upon the subject. Their desires
were, they said, to fulfil the revelation . He told them the Lord had spoken, and it was their duty
to obey, and leave the event in his hands, and he would protect them . Consequently, Brigham Young,
Orson Pratt, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smith, and Alpheus Cutler left Quincy for Far
West to fulfil the revelation . They met John E. Page, who was an Apostle at that time, on the road,
and told him they wanted him to go to Far West with them, 1vhich he did . n2 (2 Andrew Jenson, Ibid . ,
pp. 466, 467)
Just before reaching Far West (at Tenney ' s Grove), Brigham Young and his traveling companions
met Brothers Smith , Turley and Clark of the committee who had been left there to attend to theremoval of the poor Saints , but had been driven from town. They told the Apostl2s that members of
the mob had come into Far \vest and tantalized them on the subject of the revelation, saying that it
was one of Joseph Smith's revelations which could not be fulfilled, as the Twelve Apostles were
scattered to the four winds; and they threatened them severely if they were found in Far West the
next day. In the face of these threats, Elders Smith, Clark, and Turley, turned around and accompanied the Apostles and the other brethren to Far West, having faith that the Lord would protect
· them.
"Early on the morning of the 26th of April--the day mentioned in the revelation--a conference
was held, 31 persons were cut off from the Church, and the Apostles and Saints proceeded to the
building spot of the Lord ' s House . Elder Cutler, the master workman of the house, then recommenced
l aying the foundation, agreeable to revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the southeast corner," Seven of the Twelve Apostles were present . "They then sang 1 Adam- ondi- Abman 1 ; after which
they took leave of eighteen Saints, agreeable to the revelation . The Conference was then adjourned .
"As the Saints were passing away f rom the meeting, Theodore Turley said to Elders Page and
Woodruff, 'Stop a bit, while I bid Isaac Russel good-bye•, and knocking at his door called Brother
Russell, whose wife answered, 'Come in; it is Brother Turley '.
Russell replied, ' It is not; he left here two weeks ago '. He appeared quite alarmed; but on
finding it was Turley, asked him to sit down, but he replied, •r cannot; I shall lose my company• .
" 1 Who is your company? 1 inquired Russell .
1
" The Twelve. 1
1
1
" The Twelve?
"'Yes, don' t you know that this is the 26th, and the day the T1vel ve 1vere to take leave of their
friends on the foundation of the Lord's House, to go to the islands of the sea? The revelation is
now fulfilled, and I am going with them . '
"Russell was speechless and Turley bid him farewell.
"Thus was that revelation fulfilled, concerning >vhich the enemies said: If a ll the other r evelations of Joseph Smith were fulfilled , that one should not be, as it had place and date to it." 1
(l Ibid.)
·
Concerning this Isaac Russell, it may be interesting to note here that he was one of the first
Elders to contact Theodore Turley in Canada. He was also one of those 31 persons who were excommunicated from the Church the morning of the 26th, without ·any hearing . "Turley subsequently, in Utah,
related to Russell's sons, Samuel and George, that he was present at the Conference nea.r Quincy,
Ill . , where Joseph was informed of the proceedings at Far West, and that the Prophet there arose
with tears in his eyes, and, referring to Isaac Russell, said that he felt to bless him and tha t he
s~ ould be blessed .
It is a fact worth recording that Brother Russell never took sides with the
enemy either in word or deed . "2 (2 Ibid . , p. 135)
IV .

HIS ACTIVITIES IN

CO~fERCE,

OR NAUVOO

The principal point of exodus from Missouri was Quincy, Illinois . "During the summer of 1839,
the Saints who had been driven from Missouri continued to gather at Nauvoo and settle on the lands
which had been purchased by the Church Authorities . The violent persecution they had passed through
in l'hssouri had '\'Tell nigh wrecked the people . They had been stripped of their earthly possessions,
until they were reduced to the most abject poverty . And the exposure and hardships endured made
them an easy prey to the malaria that infected Nauvoo and vicinity . Another thing which doubtless
contributed to make them unable to resist the ravages of disease, was the fact that a period of relaxati on was following the intense excitement under which they had lived for more than two years . "3
(3 B. H. Roberts, I bi d. , pp. 43- 46)
Says Theodore Turley : "We arrived in Commerce, Illinois, in the Spring of 1839. It being a
new place on the. banks of the Mississippi, hence wi thout a house or convenience of a house to shelter in, but the spring being far advanced feel it necessary t o set on to plant some corn, potatoes,
etc . , before I start to build my house.
"After accomplishing the same, began to get logs, stone, etc . My family having the expanse of
the firmament for a covering besides a tent made of factory cotton . Frequently when I come home I
find my family wet through to the skin, and the fire a ll washed away and my dear little children
cuddled under their mother's cloak. Myself as wet as possible, and no fire to dry our clothes.
Sometimes the bed wet when we -vmuld rise in the morning , this 't'rould try the faith and patience of
a ll . "l (1 Theodore Turley's Journal)
It was nec essary that the patience and faith of the Saints be tried . Little did they realize
that their next move would be many times more rigorous and tiring . Only the strong would be able
to survive . "
(To be continued in next issue - if wanted)
(vfuat a blessed privilege it is to be descended from such noble, spiritually and physically
strong parentage - those who could 1 stand the test'.)- --

